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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL

3 2 Special Session No. 1 of
NoO. 2007-2008

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, STACK, WONDERLI NG FONTANA, FERLQ
TARTAGLI ONE, C. W LLIAMS, O PAKE, STOQUT, RAFFERTY,
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for definitions; providing for

regul ati on and operation of nei ghborhood el ectric vehicl es;

and further providing for operation of vehicle wthout
official certificate of inspection.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:
§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

* * %

"Nei ghbor hood el ectric vehicle." A four-wheeled electric

vehicl e that has a maxi mum desi gn speed of not |ess than 20




1 miles per hour and of not nore than 25 nmiles per hour and that
2 is certified by the nmanufacturer to conply with the Federal

3 notor vehicle safety standards established in 49 CFR § 571. 500
4 (relating to Standard No. 500; Low speed vehicles).

5 * x *

6 Section 2. Chapter 35 of Title 75 is anmended by adding a

7 subchapter to read:

8 SUBCHAPTER F

9 OPERATI ON OF NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLES

10 Sec.

11 3591. Scope_ of subchapter.

12 3592. Purpose.

13 3593. Required _equi pnent.

14 3594. Operation on_certain highways or roadways.

15 3595. Licensing, financial responsibility, titling and

16 regi stration.

17 3596. Seating limtation.

18 3597. Vaiver of liability.

19 § 3591. Scope of subchapter.
20 This subchapter applies to the operation of nei ghborhood
21 electric vehicles on certain highways or roadways in this
22 Commonweal t h.
23 8§ 3592. Purpose.
24 The Ceneral Assenbly declares the purposes of this subchapter
25 are as follows:
26 (1) To reduce this Conmmonwealth's dependence on foreign
27 oil and to conserve energy through greater use of notor
28 vehicles powered solely by electricity.
29 (2) To inprove environnental quality in this
30 Commonweal th by decreasing the discharge of pollutants from

20071S0032B0024 - 2 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

not or vehi cl es.

8§ 3593. Requi r ed equi pnent .

(a) GCeneral rule.--A neighborhood el ectric vehicle operated

upon any hi ghway or roadway in this Conmonweal th shall be

mai ntai ned in proper condition and conply with the equi pnent

requi renents and standards as set forth in 49 CFR 8 571. 500

(relating to Standard No. 500; Low speed vehicles). A

nei ghbor hood el ectric vehi cl e operated upon any hi ghway or

roadway in this Commonweal th shall be equi pped with the

foll owi ng addi ti onal equi pment:

(1) Brakes adequate to control the nmovenent of and to

stop such vehicl e.

(2) An odoneter

(3) A speedoneter.

(4) The original manufacturer's vehicle identification

nunber di e stanped upon the body or frane, or both, of the

vehicle or the original manufacturer's vehicle identification

nunber di e stanped upon the engi ne or notor of the vehicle.

(b) Exenption.--A nei ghborhood el ectric vehicle shall be

exenpt from equi pnent requirenents not enunerated in this

subchapt er

(c) Slow noving vehicle enbl em--A nei ghborhood el ectric

vehicl e shall have a sl ow noving vehicle enblemaffixed in a

conspi cuous place on the rear of the vehicle consistent with the

provi sions of section 4529 (relating to sl ow noving vehicle

(d) Penalties.--Any person who operates a nei ghbor hood

electric vehicle without the equi pnent prescribed in this

section shall be subject to the penalties under secti on 6502

(relating to sunmary offenses).
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1 § 3594. Operation on certain highways or roadways.

2 (a) Operation on State highways. --

3 (1) Except as otherw se provided under paragraphs (2)

4 and (3), a neighborhood electric vehicle may not be operated
5 upon _any hi ghway or roadway under the jurisdiction of the

6 departnment with a posted speed in excess of 25 miles per

7 hour .

8 (2) The secretary may, by order, pernmt the use of a

9 nei ghbor hood el ectric vehicle upon any highway or roadway

10 under the jurisdiction of the departnent where the posted

11 speed |imt is greater than 25 mles per hour but not greater
12 than 35 miles per hour.

13 (3) The secretary may, by order, prohibit the use of a
14 nei ghbor hood electric vehicle on any street under the

15 jurisdiction of the departnent where the secretary detern nes
16 that the operation of a neighborhood electric vehicle would
17 constitute a hazard.

18 (4) Any order issued by the secretary under paragraph

19 (2) or (3) shall be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.
20 (b) Operation on |ocal roadways.--
21 (1) Except as otherw se provided under paragraph (2) or
22 (3), a neighborhood electric vehicle may not be operated upon
23 any highway or roadway under the jurisdiction of a |ocal
24 authority with a posted speed limt in excess of 25 mles per
25 hour .
26 (2) Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution,
27 as_appropriate, in the case of any roadway under their
28 jurisdiction, pernmt the use of a neighborhood electric
29 vehicle where the posted speed |imt is greater than 25 mles
30 per hour but not greater than 35 niles per hour.
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(3) A local authority nmay, by ordi nance or resol ution,

as appropriate, prohibit the use of a nei ghborhood el ectric

vehi cl e on any roadway where the | ocal authority determ nes

that the operati on of a nei ghborhood el ectric vehicle woul d

constitute a hazard.

(c) Intersection with State hi ghways. - -

(1) A nei ghborhood el ectric vehicle may enter an

i ntersecti on and cross any hi ghway or roadway under the

jurisdiction of the departnent where the posted speed limt

is 35 mles per hour or less, provided that if the hi ghway or

roadway is nore than two | anes or is divided, such crossing

shall only occur at a signalized intersection or at a

nonsi gnal i zed i ntersecti on as the secretary determnes is

appropriate for such crossings either on the secretary's own

noti on or at the request of a |ocal authority.

(2) A nei ghborhood electric vehicle may enter an

i ntersecti on and cross any hi ghway or roadway under the

jurisdiction of the departnent where the posted speed limt

is in excess of 35 nmles per hour only at a signalized

i ntersection or at such nonsignalized i ntersection as the

secretary deternines is appropriate for such crossing either

upon the secretary's own notion or at the request of a | ocal

(d) Intersection with | ocal roadways. --

(1) A nei ghborhood el ectric vehicle may enter an

i ntersecti on and cross any hi ghway or roadway under the

jurisdiction of a |local authority where the posted speed

limt is 35 mles per hour or |less, provided that if the

hi ghway or roadway is nore than two | anes or is divided, such

crossing shall only occur at signalized intersecti ons or at
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such nonsi gnalized i ntersections as the |ocal authority by

ordi nance or resolution, as appropriate, deternines are

appropriate for such crossing.

(2) A nei ghborhood electric vehicle may enter an

i ntersecti on and cross any hi ghway or roadway under the

jurisdiction of a local authority where the posted speed

limt is 35 mles per hour only at a signalized intersection

or at such nonsignalized intersection as the |ocal authority

by ordi nance or resol ution, as appropriate, determ nes to be

appropriate for such crossing.

(e) Violation.--Any person operating a nei ghborhood el ectric

vehi cl e upon a hi ghway or roadway or crossi ng a hi ghway or

roadway in violation of this section shall be subject to the

penal ti es under section 6502 (relating to sunmary offenses).

8§ 3595. Li censi ng, financial responsibility, titling and

regi strati on.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A neighborhood electric vehicle shall be

consi dered a passenger car for the purposes of Part Il (rel ating

to title, registration and |licensing) and secti on 4581 (rel ati ng

to restrai nt systens).

(b) License and financial responsibility.--An operator of a

nei ghbor hood el ectric vehicle nust have a valid driver's |license

and nmaintain financial responsibility as required by Chs. 15

(relating to licensing of drivers) and 17 (relating to financi al

responsi bility).

(c) Certificate of title and regi strati on.--A nei ghbor hood

electric vehicle shall be properly titled and regi stered with

the departnment as required by Chs. 11 (relating to certificate

of title and security interests) and 13 (relating to

regi strati on of vehicl es).
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(d) Possession of infornmation.--The driver's |license, the

regi stration certificate of a notor vehicle and an i nsurance

identification card shall be in the possessi on of the driver or

operator at all tines when the driver or operator is in charge

of a nei ghborhood el ectric vehicle on the hi ghways or roadways

of this Commopnweal t h.

8§ 3596. Seating linmtation.

A nei ghborhood el ectric vehicle may not be operated at a tine

in which the nunber of passengers exceeds the nunber of

avai |l abl e safety belts in the vehicle.

8 3597. Waiver of liability.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A purchaser of a new nei ghbor hood

electric vehicle in this Commobnwealth shall execute a wai ver and

certify that the nei ghborhood el ectric vehicle was purchased

with full know edge of the potentially hazardous characteri stics

of such vehicles as detailed by the manufacturer or the

manuf acturer's agent or deal er.

(b)Y WManufacturer responsibility.--The wai ver shall be

prepared by the manufacturer and kept in the possessi on of the

manuf acturer and the nmanufacturer's agent or deal er of

nei ghbor hood el ectric vehicles. An executed copy shall be

provi ded to the purchaser.

(c) Signing by purchaser.--The signing of the wai ver by the

pur chaser shall serve to elimnate any liability of the

manuf acturer and the manufacturer's agent or deal er of

nei ghbor hood el ectri c vehi cl es.

Section 3. Section 4703(b) of Title 75 is amended by addi ng
a paragraph to read:
8§ 4703. Operation of vehicle without official certificate of

i nspecti on.

20071S0032B0024 - 7 -



1 * * %

2 (b) Exceptions.--Subsection (a) does not apply to:
3 * * %

4 (14) A neighborhood electric vehicle.

5 * * %

6 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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