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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 311 %%

| NTRODUCED BY VANCE, RHOADES, MJSTO, BAKER, LAVALLE, BROWNE,
TOWLI NSON, ARMSTRONG, BOSCOLA, EARLL, ERI CKSON, FERLQ,
FONTANA, GREENLEAF, KITCHEN, ORI E, PIPPY, RAFFERTY,
WASHI NGTON, A. W LLI AMS, WONDERLI NG AND WOZNI AK,
APRI L 30, 2008

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, APRIL 30, 2008

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the inportance of international education on the

60t h anni versary year of NAFSA: Association of International

Educat ors.

VHEREAS, NAFSA: Associ ation of International Educators will
celebrate its 60th anniversary in 2008, as the | argest
organi zati on focusing on international education with nearly
10, 000 nenbers nati onw de; and

VHEREAS, NAFSA: Associ ation of International Educators will
host its 60th Annual Conference & Expo in Washington, DC, from
May 25 through 30, 2008, attracting nore than 8, 000 del egates
fromnore than 100 countries; and

WHEREAS, The Senate recogni zes the inportance of
international education within its own educational institutions
al ong with other nmenbers of NAFSA: Associ ation of International
Educators in this Conmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The worl d has becone increasingly interconnected

t hrough advances in technol ogy and transportation, and a gl obal
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perspective is critical in facing the chall enges of the 21st
century; and

WHEREAS, Providing the future | eaders of this Conmmonweal t h
wi th the broadest possible education will significantly inpact
our national security, foreign policy, econom c conpetitiveness,
econoni ¢ revenue and capacity for tol erance; and

WHEREAS, International education includes expanding foreign
| anguage curricul a and academ c prograns that address gl obal
i ssues and exam ni ng other cultures; and

WHEREAS, Today, the devel opnment of new know edge and the best
research and technol ogi cal breakthroughs require international
col I aborati on; and

WHEREAS, Universities, colleges and schools should be
encouraged to introduce all Comonweal th students to other
cul tures, foreign | anguages and gl obal issues and to provide
opportunities to study abroad, which will enrich students’
per spectives and personal devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Evi dence of the growi ng connection between this
Commonweal th and the rest of the world can be found in the
Institute of International Education's Qpen Doors Report
2006/ 2007; and

VHEREAS, This Commonweal th ranks seventh in this nation with
a total nunber of 23,182 foreign students studying in this
Commonweal th for the 2006-2007 acadenmi c year, and these foreign
students and their famlies contributed nmore than $661 mllion
to the Pennsyl vani a econony; and

WHEREAS, This Commonwealth is third in sending United States
under graduat e students abroad with a total of 14,058 in 2005 and
2006; and

WHEREAS, Qualified students and faculty nmenbers from ot her
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countries should be encouraged to study in this Commonwealth to
further the free exchange of ideas and to facilitate an
appreciation of different cultures; and

WHEREAS, The enphasis on international education in this
Commonweal th wi Il strengthen gl obal understanding and build an
even stronger foundation for the future of this Comobnwealt h;
and

WHEREAS, Foreign firms in this Comonweal th are dependent on
gl obal Iy educated and trai ned workers to continue to conpete in
both foreign direct investnment and in seeking contracts overseas
with nore than 1,400 foreign-owned firnms operating in this
Commonweal t h, enpl oyi ng 249, 400 individuals; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recogni ze the inportance of
i nternational education and encourage Pennsylvania institutions
of higher education and all other educational institutions of
learning to neet the challenges of a global society; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Senate congratul ate NAFSA: Associ ati on of

I nternational Educators on celebrating its 60th anniversary.
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