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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 2206 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WASHI NGTQON, TOM.I NSON, PILEGE, O PAKE, BAKER
BRUBAKER, STACK, BOSCOLA, FERLO FONTANA, HUGHES, KI TCHEN
A. WLLIAM5, KASUNI C, FUMO, DI NNI MAN, PUNT, TARTAGLI ONE
RAFFERTY, MJSTO, WOZNI AK, MELLOW PI CCOLA, ERI CKSON, ORI E,
GREENLEAF, LAVALLE AND C. W LLI AM5, JANUARY 29, 2008

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, JANUARY 29, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of February 2008 as "Bl ack Hi story Mnth"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, It is the duty of a society to recogni ze those
individuals within its borders who have contributed greatly to
the quality of life therein; and

VWHEREAS, The contri butions of African-American citizens as
scientists, inventors, farnmers, educators, honemakers and
explorers and in countl ess other professions have greatly
benefited this Commonweal th and our nation; and

WHEREAS, Multiethnicity and nulticulturalismmy be
encouraged with an increased awareness of the inportant role
that African Americans have played throughout the history of
t his Commonweal th and our nation; and

WHEREAS, Carter Goodwi n Whodson, an African-Anerican
hi stori an, recogni zed these contributions and acconplishnents

and on February 7, 1926, created a cultural |andmark known as
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"Negro History Wek"; and

WHEREAS, "Negro History Wek" was changed to "Bl ack Hi story
Week" during the Cvil R ghts Muwvenent in the 1960s and then
subsequent |y expanded to "Black History Month" in 1976 as part
of the Bicentennial celebration; and

WHEREAS, The nonth of February is significant and recogni zed
in African-Anmerican history for the birthdays of great African-
Ameri can pioneers and institutions, such as Frederick Dougl ass,
WE. B. DuBois, Langston Hughes, Eubie Bl ake, the NAACP and the
first Pan-African Congress; and

WHEREAS, "Bl ack History Month" draws our collective attention
to the experience of African-Anericans in this country, fromthe
beauty and strength of a people suffering an unjust sentence of
slavery, to the gains during the abolitionist novenent,
i ncludi ng the 14th Anendnment, to a backl ash of the oppressive
aws of "Jim Crow' which legalized the institutional separation
of the races, to the celebration of |ife and the arts through
the Harl em Renai ssance, to the nunmerous and significant gains of
freedomby the civil rights novenent and agents of change |ike
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Medgar Evers and Mal col m
X; and

WHEREAS, "Bl ack History Month" asks all Americans to
commenorate the struggles and victories of African Arericans in
our history and their invaluable contributions to society and to
the protection and defense of our nation in war and peace; and

WHEREAS, For the imreasurable struggle of the |eaders,
victinms and silent heroes who have fought to end discrimnation,
hatred, bigotry and segregation, we are all in debt; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of February
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2008 as "Bl ack History Month" in Pennsylvania in recognition of
the contributions of the African-Anerican comunity to our
Commonweal th and our nation and encourage all citizens of this

Commonweal th to seek increased awar eness and under st andi ng of
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t hese contributions through historical study.
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