PRINTER S N0 1705

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 225 5%

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, BOSCOLA, WASHI NGTQON, BRUBAKER, ERI CKSON
KASUNI C, FERLO, FONTANA, MJSTO, PUNT, D. VH TE, PIPPY, STOUT,
TARTAGLI ONE, C. W LLI AMS, Ml LH NNEY, MELLOW STACK,
TOWLI NSON, WONDERLI NG, REGOLA, O PAKE, FOLMER, BROWNE,
RAFFERTY, WAUGH, LOGAN, FUMO, COSTA, PILEGE, WXZN AK, BAKER
AND LAVALLE, JANUARY 28, 2008

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, JANUARY 28, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng January 2008 as "Cervical Cancer Awareness Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Fol | owi ng breast cancer, cervical cancer is the
second nost common cancer in wonen worl dw de; and

WHEREAS, According to Federal Governnent statistics, cervical
cancer is the third nost conmon gynecol ogi cal cancer anobng
Ameri can wonen with approxi mately 11, 150 new cases di agnosed
annual ly, nore than 3,600 of which are termnal; and

WHEREAS, Cervical cancer is alnpbst always caused by a conmon
virus known as the human papillomavirus (HPV); and

WHEREAS, An HPV vaccine is now avail able to prevent 70% of
cervical cancers; and

WHEREAS, Wth regular and accurate screening, cervical cancer
is highly preventable; and

WHEREAS, W despread screeni ng has reduced death rates from

cervical cancer, but wonen are still dying despite advanced
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nmedi cal techni ques and eval uative procedures; and

WHEREAS, Cervical cancer rates in the United States are
af fected by education, access to regular cervical cancer
screeni ng and screeni ng accuracy; and

WHEREAS, Experience shows that increasing cervical cancer
awar eness anong wonen, especially underserved wonen,
significantly reduces the probability of nortality; and

WHEREAS, Cervical cancer disproportionately affects mnority
wonen and wonmen with [ ower incomes who are less |likely to have
access to routine screening; and

WHEREAS, Six out of ten cervical cancers occur in wonen who
have never been screened, or have not been screened within the
| ast five years; and

WHEREAS, The nedi an age of cervical cancer patients at
di agnosis is 48 years, the youngest nedian age for all female
reproductive cancers; and

WHEREAS, New screeni ng technol ogi es of fer new opportunities
to finally elimnate cervical cancer through early
identification of wonen at increased risk; and

WHEREAS, These technol ogi es include testing approved by the
Food and Drug Adm nistration (FDA) for human papill omavirus, the
cause of virtually all cervical cancers; and

WHEREAS, Leadi ng nedi cal organi zations, including the
Anerican Col |l ege of Cbstetricians and Gynecol ogi sts, the
Ameri can Cancer Society and the Association of Reproductive
Heal t h Professionals, have recently updated their screening
gui delines to include FDA-approved testing for hunman
papi | | omavi rus; and

WHEREAS, Wnen are entitled to appropriate infornmation

relating to cervical cancer so they can nake informed health
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care deci sions and access to accurate screening; and

WHEREAS, The Conmmonweal th recogni zes that, through education
and screening, wormren can |lower their likelihood for devel opi ng
cervical cancer and that, through early detection, cervical
cancer can be successfully treated after it devel ops; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate January 2008 as "Cervi cal

Cancer Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania to increase awareness on
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the part of wonen, their famlies, their health care providers
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and policymakers of the risks, preval ence and treatability of
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cervical cancer if wonen are provided with early access to
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accurate screeni ng.
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