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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 196 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, WASHI NGTQN, STOUT, MELLOW FONTANA, LOGAN,
KI TCHEN, MADI GAN, TOM.I NSON, PUNT, MJSTO TARTAGLI ONE
O PAKE, VANCE, BROMWNE, GREENLEAF, PILEGE, DI NNI VAN, PI CCCLA,
FUMO, ARMSTRONG, STACK, BRUBAKER, LAVALLE, ERI CKSON
M VH TE, GORDNER, BOSCCOLA, EARLL, WOZNI AK, RAFFERTY,
D. WH TE, COSTA, FOLMER, BAKER, C. WLLI AMS5, REGOLA, KASUN C
AND FERLO, OCTOBER 15, 2007

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, OCTOBER 15, 2007

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

e S S O S
o &~ W N - O

A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of COctober 2007 as "Donestic Viol ence
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 80,000 Pennsyl vani ans each year are
victinms of donestic violence; and

WHEREAS, According to the Pennsylvania Coalition Agai nst
Donestic Violence, on a single day in Novenber 2006, nore than
2,477 adults and children in this Conmonweal th sought services
from donmestic viol ence agenci es; and

VHEREAS, I n 2006, 92 victins of domestic violence |ost their
lives in this Conmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 1,800 nurders nationally are
attributed to donestic violence each year; and

WHEREAS, According to Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation
statistics, a woman i s beaten every 15 seconds; and

WHEREAS, Battery is a |eading cause of injury to wonen; and
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VWHEREAS, Studi es show that battered wonmen who work face a
high |ikelihood of |losing their jobs because of the effects of
donestic viol ence; and

WHEREAS, According to the Departnment of Justice, nearly 50%
of all domestic violence acts are witnessed by children; and

VHEREAS, The nati onw de annual health care-related costs of
rape, physical assault, stal king and hom cide by intinmate
partners exceed $4.1 billion; and

WHEREAS, The wor kpl ace consequences of donmestic viol ence
account for alnost $1.8 billion in lost productivity and
earnings in the United States each year, which is the equival ent
of nore than 32,000 full-tinme jobs and nearly 5.6 mllion days
of househol d productivity; and

WHEREAS, In the United States an estimated 10% of primary
care physicians routinely screen for partner abuse when patients
are not currently injured; and

WHEREAS, The inportance of screening patients for synptons of
donestic viol ence was enphasi zed by this General Assenbly by Act
115 of 1998, establishing the Donmestic Violence Health Care
Response Program and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the first state in the nation to
institute universal screening for donestic violence; and

WHEREAS, The Family Vi ol ence Prevention Fund has given
Pennsyl vania "A" grade with regard to donestic violence health
care | aws; and

WHEREAS, According to a 2006 report by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, only 21% of fermale victins and 10% of male victins
wi |l contact an outside agency for assistance; and

WHEREAS, AlI'l Pennsyl vani ans shoul d be aware of the nultitude

of synptoms and signs associated with donmestic violence as well
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as the avail abl e resources for victimassistance; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of COctober 2007
as "Donmestic Violence Awareness Mnth" in Pennsylvania and

encourage all Pennsylvanians to |learn nore about the causes,
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signs, prevention and treatnment for domestic viol ence.
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