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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 128 *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY Mcl LHI NNEY, MAY 22, 2007

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, MNAY 22, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Commenorating the Father of the United States Navy, Comrodore

John Barry, whose statue was dedi cated in | ndependence Square

in the City of Phil adel phia 100 years ago.

WHEREAS, A statue of Irish-born Commobdore John Barry was
donated to the Gty of Philadel phia, his adopted city, by The
Soci ety of The Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and unveiled in
| ndependence Square 100 years ago; and

WHEREAS, John Barry, who was born in County Wexford, Ireland,
rose fromlowy cabin boy to commander of the Anerican nava
fleet through his gallantry and heroic efforts, as he was the
first to capture a British vessel in the Revolutionary War,
captured nore than 20 ships throughout his career, was a | eader
in the planning and execution of Washington's crossing of the
Del awar e, fought and was wounded in several ferocious sea
battl es and fought the |ast naval battle of the Revol utionary
War aboard the frigate "Alliance"” in 1783; and

WHEREAS, Upon his death on Septenber 12, 1803, Comodore

Barry was buried with full mlitary honors behind Od St. Mary's
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Church in the City of Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, The Society of The Friendly Sons of St. Patrick,
establ i shed on March 17, 1771, for the relief of Irish
i mm grants, included Comodore Barry, General Anthony Wayne,
John Dicki nson, Robert Mrris and General Henry Knox anobng its
menbers and CGeorge Washington anong its honorary nenbers; and

WHEREAS, The Society of The Friendly Sons of St. Patrick is
mar ki ng the 100t h anni versary of the unveiling of the Comrodore
Barry statue with a day of events on May 27, 2007, at A d St.
Mary's Church and Cenetery and in the vicinity of the Commobdore
Barry statue in |Independence Square; and

WHEREAS, These events begin with a Commenorative Mass at A d
St. Mary's Church at 11:30 a.m, followed by a weath-Iaying
cerenony at the gravesite and a procession to | ndependence
Square, where events continue throughout the afternoon and
i ncl ude speeches by honored guests representing Ireland and the
United States; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate commenorate the Father of the
United States Navy, Conmmodore John Barry, whose statue was
dedi cated in I ndependence Square in the Cty of Philadel phia 100

years ago.
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