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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 116 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, KASUNI C, FERLO, C. W LLIAMS, COSTA,
BRUBAKER, FONTANA, BOSCCOLA, ARMSTRONG, PUNT, ERI CKSQON, MJSTO,
GREENLEAF, TOMLI NSON, TARTAGLI ONE, FUMO, FOLMER, PI PPY,
WAUGH, MELLOW EARLL, O PAKE, LOGAN, ROBBINS, REGCLA,
KITCHEN, D. VWH TE, BROME, STACK, WOZN AK, LAVALLE, SCARNATI,
WONDERLI NG AND PI LEGE , MAY 7, 2007

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, MNAY 7, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng and honoring firefighters throughout this

Commonweal th for their bravery, dedication and heroi sm and

designating May 4, 2007, as "Firefighters' Day" in

Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, In 1736 Benjam n Franklin founded the first
vol unteer fire conpany, Union Fire Conpany, in Philadel phia,
maki ng Pennsyl vani a the birthplace of the volunteer fire service
in North Anerica; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a has approxi mately 2,400 fire conpani es;
and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania has the | argest nunber of fire
departnments in the nation and is a national |eader in the nunber
of career and paid personnel providing energency services; and

WHEREAS, In this Commonweal th, 95% of fire conpanies are
staffed by volunteers, totaling about 78,000 volunteers, the

| ar gest nunber of volunteer firefighters in the nation; and

WHEREAS, On average, ten Pennsylvania firefighters die in the
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line of duty every year; and

WHEREAS, Firefighters performselfless tasks quietly and
often without the recognition they deserve, risking their |ives
daily to protect the lives and property of the citizens of this
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Changes in society and in the environnent have
i ncreased the dangers these individuals face daily in the
performance of their duties as protectors of the citizens and
property of this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The increased threat of terrorism illicit drug |abs
and hazardous material incidents have placed firefighters in
greater danger than ever before in the history of firefighting;
and

WHEREAS, Although Pennsyl vani a has al ways depended heavily on
its firefighters, the terrorist attacks of Septenmber 11, 2001,
and the hei ghtened awareness of future threats has only
increased their inportant role as first responders; and

WHEREAS, The tine that firefighters devote to protecting the
lives and property of the citizens of this Comobnweal th
represents tinme taken away fromtheir famly nmenbers; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recogni ze and honor the bravery and
sacrifice of firefighters in this Commonweal th, extend thanks
for their service and, on the occasion of "International
Firefighters Day," designate May 4, 2007, as "Firefighters' Day"
in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That on this day all firefighters in this
Commonweal th be honored at the Capitol as a sign of gratitude
for their dedication, service and sacrifice, including the

giving of their lives, in order to protect the lives and
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1 property of the citizens of this Comonwealth.
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