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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 91  *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, MJSTO, TARTAGLI ONE, ORI E, BOSCOLA,
FONTANA, TOMW.I NSON, PUNT, MELLOW ERI CKSON, O PAKE, RAFFERTY,
Mel LHENNEY, WAUGH, ROBBI NS AND ARMSTRONG, APRIL 20, 2007

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, APRI L 20, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the President and Congress to increase funding for
speci al education prograns provided by the states to the

| evel authorized by the Individuals with Disabilities

Educati on Act.

WHEREAS, In the interest of ensuring that children with
disabilities in the United States receive a free appropriate
publ i c education, the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (Public Law 91-230, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et. seq.) encroached
upon the states' traditional donmain over education and
establ i shed certain nmandates that all state and | ocal
governments nust observe in the education of children with
speci al needs; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of the high cost of these Federal
mandates, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act allows
the Congress to provide each state with a maxi num Federal grant
equal to the nunber of children with disabilities in the state

mul tiplied by 40% of the average per pupil expenditure for al

speci al education students in the United States; and
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WHEREAS, Although the Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a has
endeavored to serve its students with special needs by
i npl enenting the costly mandates inposed by the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, the Federal Governnment has not
provi ded sufficient funding to pay for these mandates; and

WHEREAS, The Federal funding the Commonweal th receives for
each student with special needs is only the equival ent of 14.8%
of the national average per pupil expenditure; and

WHEREAS, By this neasure, the Federal Governnent contributes
only 37% of the total cost of special education in this
Commonweal th even t hough the Commonweal th and its school
districts nust conply with 100% of the costly mandates i nposed
by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; and

WHEREAS, These costs have been increasing rapidly in recent
years; and

WHEREAS, In this Commonweal th, the popul ation of students
wi th special needs has increased by |less than 1% si nce 2000; and

WHEREAS, In the sanme period, the Conmonweal th's
appropriations for special education have increased by 25%in
order to keep pace; and

WHEREAS, Because the Federal Governnent has failed to provide
the level of funding that the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act allows, it has placed a disproportionate financi al
burden on the Commonweal th and its school districts; and

VWHEREAS, |f the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
is to fully acconplish its mssion to provide a free appropriate
public education to children with disabilities, the Federal
Government must provide State and | ocal governments with the
funding they need to successfully inplenent the act's nandat es;

therefore be it
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RESCLVED, That the Senate of Pennsyl vania urge Congress and
the President of the United States to fulfill the conm tnent of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act to provide
resources equal to 40% of the national average per pupi
expenditure for special education students for each Pennsyl vani a
student with special needs; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to the

Presi dent and Vice President of the United States, to the
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presiding officers of each house of Congress, to each nmenber of
10 Congress from Pennsylvania, to the National Conference of State
11 Legislatures, to the State Board of Education and to the

12 Secretary of Education.
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