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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1296 5%

| NTRODUCED BY ROBBI NS, WONDERLI NG, LAVALLE, M WVH TE, PUNT,
BROMWNE, EARLL, GREENLEAF, KASUNIC, C. WLLIAMS, BAKER,
GORDNER, FOLMER, RAFFERTY, RHOADES, WOZNI AK AND VANCE
FEBRUARY 26, 2008

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, FEBRUARY 26, 2008

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
2 act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
3 vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State

4 Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and

5 | ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,

6 prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

7 m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and

8 certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

9 regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

10 di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
11 statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and

12 penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
13

thereto,” further providing for disclosure of records.

14 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

15 hereby enacts as foll ows:

16 Section 1. Section 801 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
17 No.66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, is anended to
18 read:

19 Section 801. Records: Disclosure in Ceneral.--The vital

20 statistics records of the departnent and of |ocal registrars

21 shall not be open to public inspection except as authorized by

22 the provisions of this act and the regul ati ons of the Advisory



1 Health Board. Neither the departnent nor |ocal registrars shal

2 issue copies of or disclose any vital statistics record or part
3 thereof created under the provisions of this or prior acts

4 except in conpliance with the provisions of this act and the

5 regulations of the Advisory Health Board. Wen seventy-five (75)
6 years have el apsed after the date of birth or fifty (50) years

7 have el apsed after the date of death, the records, including any
8 application filed in connection therewith, of these events shal
9 becone public records and information shall be nmade available in
10 accordance with regulations which shall provide for the

11 continued saf ekeeping of the records.

12 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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