PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1346 PRINTER S NO. 1490

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1000 *%5

| NTRODUCED BY WONDERLI NG, C. WLLIAM5, CORVAN, ORI E, GREENLEAF,
ERI CKSON, RAFFERTY, FUMO, PI CCOLA, FOLMER, KI TCHEN, BROWNE,
MELLOW O PAKE, FONTANA, WASHI NGTON, MADI GAN, Ml LH NNEY,
COSTA AND HUGHES, AUGUST 6, 2007

SENATOR WONDERLI NG, COMVUNI CATI ONS AND TECHNCLOGY, AS AMENDED,
OCTOBER 24, 2007
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AN ACT
Prohi biting the regul ati on of veice—over—tnternet VO CE- OVER- <—
| NTERNET protocol and other |Internet protocol-enabled

products and services; and providing for preservation of

consuner protection, for fees and rates and for preservation

of cable franchise authority.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the VeieceOver <—
Faternet VO CE- OVER- | NTERNET Prot ocol Freedom Act of 2007. <—
Section 2. Legislative findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) G owh and enhancenent of services using |Internet

protocol technol ogy provide Pennsylvani a consuners nore

choice in voice, data and video service than at any ot her

tinme.

(2) The proliferation of new technol ogi es and

applications and a grow ng nunber of providers devel opi ng and
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of fering innovative services using Internet protocol is due
inlarge part to little regulation, including freedomfrom
regul ati ons governing traditional tel ephone service, that
t hese new technol ogi es and the conpani es that offer them have
enjoyed in this Commonweal th. The econom c benefits,
i ncl udi ng consumer choi ce, new jobs and significant capital
investment, will be jeopardi zed and conpetition mnimzed by
the inmposition of traditional State entry and rate regul ation
on veiece—over—tnternet VO CE- OVER- | NTERNET prot ocol and <—
I nt ernet protocol -enabl ed servi ces.
Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:
"I'P." Internet protocol.
"I nternet protocol-enabled service" or "IP-enabl ed service."
A EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N THE DEFI NI TI ON HEREI N OF "VO CE- OVER- <—
| NTERNET PROTOCOL SERVICE," A service, capability, functionality
or application provided using Internet protocol or any successor
protocol that enables an end user to send or receive a
communi cation in Internet protocol format or any successor
format, regardl ess of whether the communication is voice, data
or video.
"Voi ce-over-Internet protocol service" or "VolP service." A
service that:
(1) Enables ENABLES real -tinme, two-way voice <—

comuni cations that originate or termnate fromthe user's

| ocation in Internet protocol or any successor protocol; <—
(2) UYses USES a broadband connection fromthe user's <—
Locatton- <—
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LOCATI ON;  AND

(3) PERM TS USERS CGENERALLY TO receive calls that
originate on the public switched tel ephone network and to
termnate calls to the public switched tel ephone network.

Section 4. Prohibition on IP services regul ation.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |aw, no departnent,
agency, conmm ssion or political subdivision of the Commonwealth
may enact or enforce, either directly or indirectly, any |aw,
rul e, regulation, standard, order or other provision having the
force or effect of |law that regul ates, or has the effect of
regul ating, the rates, terns and conditions of Vol P service or
| P-enabl ed servi ce.

Section 5. Preservation of consumer protection.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to affect the
application or enforcenent of |laws or regulations that apply
generally to consuner protection or unfair or deceptive trade
practices.

Section 6. Fees and rates.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to either mandate or
prohi bit the assessnment of nondiscrimnatory enhanced 911 fees,
t el ecommuni cations relay service fees or Federal or State
Uni versal Service Fund fees on Vol P servi ce er—P-enabled
serviee, or to nmandate or prohibit the paynent of any sw tched
network access rates or other intercarrier compensation rates
that may be determ ned to apply.

Section 7. Preservation of cable franchise authority.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to affect the

authority of the Commonweal th or its political subdivisions,

including nmunicipalities, to require a cable operator to obtain
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franchi ses to provide cable service within such political
subdi vi si ons pursuant to section 541(b)(1) of the Cable
Communi cations Policy Act of 1984 (Public Law 98-549, 98 Stat.
2779).

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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