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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 915 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BAKER, SCARNATI, PILEGE, ARMSTRONG ROBBI NS
TOWLI NSON, PUNT, WAUGH, MELLOW DI NNI MAN, KI TCHEN,
WASHI NGTQON, STACK, PIPPY, D. WH TE, BOSCOLA, COSTA,
GREENLEAF, MJSTO, RHOADES, TARTAGLI ONE, BROWNE, ERI CKSON,
FONTANA, KASUNI C, LOGAN, O PAKE, WONDERLI NG FERLO, ORI E
RAFFERTY, BRUBAKER, CORMAN, EARLL, MADI GAN, Ml LH NNEY,
REGCOLA, VANCE, M VH TE, GORDNER, HUGHES, LAVALLE
C. WLLIAMS5, WOZNI AK, FUMO, PI CCOLA, STOUT, ElI CHELBERGER,
FOLMER AND A. WLLIAM5, JUNE 30, 2007

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, OCTOBER 2, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for the establishnment of a
grant program for designated accredited veterans' service
or gani zati ons, i ' i
OHecer—Gant—Acecount- for defraying the costs for wages,
benefits, training and equi prent and for inproving outreach
and delivery of services to Pennsylvania's veterans.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 51 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 9304. G ants to veterans' service officer prograns.

(a) Award allocations.--Fromfunds specifically appropriated

for this purpose, the departnent shall award grants to

desi gnated veterans' service organi zati ons to support veterans'

service officer prograns. Grants awarded under this section

shall be used solely to support accredited veterans' service
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officers and the associ ated costs, including:

(1) Wages, benefits, other conpensati on and rel at ed

per sonnel costs.

(2) Training provided by accredited veterans' service

advocacy staff.

(3) Equi pnent to be used by accredited veterans' service

officer staff.

(b)Y Programgoals.--The goals of the program shall i ncl ude:

(1) inprovenent of the coordination and distribution of

vet erans' benefits;

(2) nmaxinization of the effective and efficient use of

t axpayer doll ars; and

(3) increasing veterans' participation in avail able

benefits prograns.

(c) Use of grants.--A designated veterans' service

organi zati on shall use grants received under this section to

i mprove the admi nistrati on and delivery of services to

Pennsyl vania's veterans and neet the goals set forth in
paragraph{6)> SUBSECTI ON (B) by: <—
(1) Increasing interacti on with BETWEEN t he veter ans' <—

servi ce organi zati ons and the United States Departnent of

Veterans Affairs in order to enhance the delivery of services

t o Pennsyl vani a vet er ans.

(2) Increasing the nunber of initial clains filed with

the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs on behal f of

Pennsyl vani a veterans for service-related disabilities or

pensi on benefits.

(3) Devel opi ng nethods to i ncrease rates of recovery

paid by the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs to

Pennsyl vani a vet er ans.
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1 (4) Expanding training opportunities for designated

2 veterans' service organi zations and veterans' service

3 officers.

4 (5) Increasing either the nunber or percentage of

5 Pennsyl vani a veterans enrolled in the Departnent of Veterans

6 Affairs health care system

7 (6) Inproving coordination anong the veterans' service

8 organi zations and with the departnent to assure an integrated

9 approach to cl ai ns_processi ng.

10 (7) Inproving outreach services to veterans throughout

11 Pennsyl vani a_and its—6# EACH OF I TS counti es. <—
12 (d) Eligibility.--The follow ng veterans' service

13 organizations are designated to receive grants under this

14 program

15 (1) The Anerican Legion.

16 (2) AWETS.

17 (3) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

18 (4) Disabled Anerican Veterans.

19 (5) The departnent may designate additional Pennsyl vani a
20 veterans' service organizations to receive grants under the
21 program when
22 (i) The veterans' service organization is a nenber
23 of the State Veterans' Conmission as listed in section
24 1702(b) .
25 (ii) The veterans' service organi zati on serviees <—
26 SERVES as an active participant in the State Veterans' <—
27 Conmi ssi on_abiding by the statutory rules and guidelines.
28 (e) Application for allocations.--Veterans' service

29 organizations eligible for fundi ng under subsection (c) shal

30 submt an annual spending plan to the departnent in order to be
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1 eligible to receive a grant under this section consistent with
2 the goealsset—forthin PROVISIONS OF subsections (b) and (c).

3 (f) Amunt of grants.--The departnent shall determ ne the

4 annual allocation to each of the designated veterans service

5 organi zations based on the spending plan submtted under

6 subsection (e) for the upconing fiscal year and on actua

7 recoveries fromthe previous fiscal year. If the total

8 appropriation totals less than the collective spending plans,

9 the departnent shall prorate the allocations anong eligible

10 organi zations based on the spending plan and past perfornmance.
11 (g) Procedures, policies and quidelines.--The departnent

12 shall establish procedures, policies, quidelines, forns and

13 reporting requirenents necessary to carry out the purposes of

14 this programwthin 45 days of the effective date of this

15 section. Procedures, policies, quidelines, forns and reporting
16 requirenents established under this section shall be submitted
17 to the Veterans' Affairs and Energency Preparedness Conmittee of
18 the Senate and the Veterans Affairs and Energency Preparedness
19 Committee of the House of Representatives for their review and
20 conment.
21 (h) Reporting requirenents.--On or before COctober 1 of each
22 year, designated veterans service organizations participating in
23 the programestablished by this section shall file a witten
24 report with the Adjutant CGeneral and the Deputy Adjutant General
25 for Veterans' Affairs and send copies to the chairnman and
26 mnority chairman of the Veterans' Affairs and Enmergency
27 Preparedness Committee of the Senate and the chairnman and
28 mnority chairman of the Veterans Affairs and Energency
29 Preparedness Committee of the House of Representatives and State

30 Veterans' Conmission. The report shall contain the foll ow ng
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i nfornmati on:

(1) A description of all veterans service officer

activities, an accounting of recoveries and a listing of

vol unteer hours for the precedi ng Commponwealth fiscal year.

(2) A proposed budget and spendi ng plan for the

Commpnweal th fiscal year beginning on July 1 of the year

followng the filing of the report.

(3) An accounting of its expenditures fromgrants

awar ded under this program audited by a certified public

accountant for the precedi ng Coomonweal th fiscal year.

(i) Review of reports.--The Veterans' Affairs and Energency

Pr epar edness Committee of the Senate and the Veterans Affairs

and Energency Preparedness Conmttee of the House of

Representati ves shall review the reports filed by the

partici pati ng veterans servi ce organi zati ons.

(j) Audits.--The departnent or the Auditor CGeneral nmay

conduct such audits and reviews of the grant program hereby

establi shed as the departnent or the Auditor CGeneral deternines

to be necessary or appropriate. Copies of all audit reports or

revi ews conducted by the departnent or the Auditor Ceneral shal

be nmade available to the chairman and minority chai rman of the

Veterans' Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Conmittee of the

Senate and the chairnman and mnority chai rman of the Veterans

Affairs and Energency Preparedness Conmttee of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

Section 2. This act shall apply to fiscal years beginning on
and after July 1, 2007, when and if funds are specifically
appropriated to support the grant program established by this
act. THE APPROPRI ATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF M LI TARY AND
VETERANS AFFAI RS FOR VETERANS OUTREACH SERVI CES | N SECTI ON 218
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1 OF THE ACT OF JULY 17, 2007 (P.L. , NO. 8A), KNOMWN AS THE
2 GENERAL APPROPRI ATI ON ACT OF 2007, SHALL BE DI SBURSED

3 CONSI STENTLY WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT.
4

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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