PRINTER S No. 1064

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 906 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BROMNE, WOZNI AK, PUNT, FONTANA, ERI CKSQON, BOSCOLA,
WAUGH, EARLL, PICCOLA, GREENLEAF AND RAFFERTY, NAY 29, 2007

REFERRED TO URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG, MAY 29, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), entitled "An
act relating to the rights, obligations and liabilities of
| andl ord and tenant and of parties dealing with them and

anmendi ng, revising, changing and consolidating the | aw
relating thereto,” providing for disposition of abandoned

property.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), known
as The Landl ord and Tenant Act of 1951, is amended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 505. 1. Di sposi ti on of Abandoned Personal Property. --

(a) At the tine a tenant shall have relinqui shed possessi on of

the real property for any reason, the tenant shall renpve from

the prem ses any and all itens of the tenant's personal

property. For the purposes of this section, a tenant shall be

deened to have relinqui shed possessi on of the prem ses upon:

(1) execution of an order of possession in favor of the

(2) both absence fromthe preni ses of the tenant in excess
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of fourteen days and nonpaynent of rent for one or nore nonths,

and one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(i) shutoff of electric, natural gas, water or sewer

utilities if the tenant is responsible for these utilities;

(ii) accunulating mail:;

(iii) unattended vehi cl es;

(iv) expiration of the termof a witten | ease; or

(v) expiration of a notice which ternm nates a nont h-to-nonth

t enancy; or

(3) death of the sole adult tenant which was not foll owed by

a request within ten days or after nonpaynent of the next

nmonth's rent, whichever is |later, for property renmi ning on the

prem ses by the tenant's executor, heirs, assigns or other |eqgal

representative.

(b)Y Wthin three days of relinqui shnent of the prem ses and

t he acceptance of possession of the real property by the

| andl ord, the | andlord shall provide witten notice to the

former tenant that any of the forner tenant's personal property

remai ning on the prenises nust be retri eved by the forner

tenant. The notice shall give the forner tenant ten days to

retrieve the property, shall include a tel ephone nunber and

address where the |l andl ord can be contacted and shall identify

the | ocati on where such property can be retrieved. The notice

under this subsection shall be posted on the pren ses and sent

by reqgistered mail to the forner tenant's forwardi ng address and

to any energency contact that nay have been provided by the

tenant in a | ease agreenent or nay ot herw se be personally

served on the tenant in accordance with the Rules of Cvil

Procedure. |If no forwardi ng address or enmergency contact has

been provided to the landlord by the forner tenant, the | andl ord

20070S0906B1064 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN R NN N NN R P R R R R R R R R
0o N o o A WO N R O ©O 0O N o A wN - O

shall not be obligated to send or serve the notice required by

this subsecti on.

(c) At all tines between the acceptance of the prem ses by

the | andl ord and the expiration of the notice, the | andl ord

shal|l exercise ordinary care with regard to any persona

property that the forner tenant or other person has left in or

on the real property. |If no forwardi ng address has been provi ded

to the | andl ord by the fornmer tenant, the | andlord' s sol e

obligation with respect to the forner tenant's abandoned

property shall be to exercise ordinary care for ten days from

t he acceptance of the prem ses by the | andl ord.

(d) After the tinme period in subsection (c) has expired, the

| andl ord shall have no further responsibility to the forner

tenant or other person with regard to the personal property and

may, in his discretion, dispose of the property.

(e) A landlord may choose to store a forner tenant's

abandoned personal property at a | ocation other than the | eased

premises. If the landlord elects to have the property stored at

anot her | ocation, the |andlord may renpve the property fromthe

premnm ses by any neans reasonably cal cul ated to safequard the

property for the tine periods specified in this section. A

| andl ord may, but shall not be required to, hire professional

novers to nove the itens to storage. A forner tenant shall not

be required to pay any costs related to the renpval or storage

of the property by the landlord, if the forner tenant retri eves

t he personal property within the tine periods specified by this

secti on.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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