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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 891 %5

| NTRODUCED BY M VWH TE, BOSCOLA, FERLO, WONDERLI NG EARLL, COSTA
AND O PAKE, MAY 21, 2007

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
MAY 21, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

N N R R R R R R R R R
= O © 0o ~N o oo b W N == O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), entitled, as

anended, "An act relating to the practice of professional
nursing; providing for the licensing of nurses and for the
revocati on and suspension of such licenses, subject to
appeal, and for their reinstatenment; providing for the
renewal of such |icenses; regulating nursing in general;
prescri bing penalties and repealing certain |aws," further
providing for definitions; and providing for certified

regi stered nurse anestheti st qualifications.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2(1) of the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317,
No. 69), known as The Professional Nursing Law, anmended Decenber
9, 2002 (P.L.1567, No.206), is anended and the section is
anmended by adding a clause to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--Wen used in this act, the
foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs
unl ess the context provides otherw se:

(1) The "Practice of Professional Nursing" nmeans di agnosi ng
and treating human responses to actual or potential health

probl ems t hrough such services as casefinding, health teaching,
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heal t h counseling, and provision of care supportive to or
restorative of life and well-being, and executing nedi cal

regi mens as prescribed by a licensed physician or dentist. The
foregoi ng shall not be deened to include acts of nedical

di agnosi s or prescription of nedical therapeutic or corrective
nmeasures, except as performed by a certified registered nurse

practitioner acting in accordance with rules and regul ati ons

pronmul gated by the Board. O her than the adm nistration of

consci ous sedation, the foregoi ng shall be deened to include the

adm ni stration of anesthesia only if perforned by a certified

regi stered nurse anestheti st.

* * %

(15) "Certified reqgi stered nurse anestheti st" neans a

regi stered nurse licensed in this Commonweal th and certified by

the Board, pursuant to section 3.2, to adm ni ster anesthesi a.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 3.2. Certified Regi stered Nurse Anestheti sts;

Qualifications.--(a) The Board shall certify a licensed

regi stered nurse as a certified regi stered nurse anesthetist if

the nurse satisfies the requi renents established by this act and

requl ati ons pronul gated by the Board.

(b)Y Certification of a nurse under this section shall expire

on the sane date as the |license of that nurse expires.

(c) A licensed regi stered nurse shall not qualify for

certification by the Board under this section unless the nurse:

(1) has successfully conpl eted the educati onal program of a

school for nurse anesthetists accredited by an accrediting

agency recogni zed by the Board; and

(2) holds certification as a certified reqgi stered nurse

anest heti st by a Board-recogni zed nati onal certification
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organi zati on.

(d) A licensed regi stered nurse who is enrolled in an

educati onal program of a school for nurse anesthetists

accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the Board nay,

during such enroll nent, adm ni ster anesthesi a under the

direction of the chief or director of anesthesia services, a

Board-certifi ed anest hesi ol ogist or a certified regi stered nurse

anest heti st .

(e) (1) A licensed reqi stered nurse who has obtai ned the

educati on requi red by subsection (c), but who has not vyet

obtai ned certification as a regi stered nurse anestheti st, nay

adm ni ster anesthesia under the direction of the chief or

director of anesthesia services, a Board-certified

anest hesi ol ogi st or a certified reqi stered nurse anestheti st

until the announcenent of results of the first exam nati on taken

for certification for which the reqgi stered nurse is eligible.

(2) |If the registered nurse fails to take, or fails to pass,

t hat exam nation, the nurse shall inmedi ately cease practicing

as a nurse anesthetist, Provided, however, That the reqi stered

nurse nay appeal to the Board for authority to conti nue

practicing as a nurse anesthetist if, due to extenuating

ci rcunstances, the nurse is unable to take the exanination in a

tinme period specified by the Board foll owi ng attai nnent of the

requi red educati on.

Section 3.3. Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists; Scope

of Practice.--(a) (1) A certified regi stered nurse anestheti st

shal |l adm ni ster anesthesia in cooperation with a physici an,

denti st or podiatrist.

(2) For purposes of this section, "cooperation" shall nean a

process in which the certified regi stered nurse anestheti st and
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t he physici an, dentist or podiatrist work together with each

contri buting an area of expertise at the individual and

respective | evel of education and training of the certified

regi stered nurse anestheti st and the physici an, dentist or

podi atri st.

(b)Y A certified regi stered nurse anesthetist's performance

shall be under the overall direction of the chief or director of

anest hesi a services: Provided, however, That in situati ons or

health care delivery facilities where anesthesia services are

not nmandatory, the certified regi stered nurse anesthetist's

perfornmance shall be under the overall direction of the

physi ci an, denti st or podiatrist responsible for the patient's

(c) Wien the operating/ anesthesia team consi sts entirely of

nonphysi ci ans, an anest hesi ol ogi st or consul ti ng physi ci an of

the certified reqgi stered nurse anesthetist's choice shall be

avai lable to the certified regi stered nurse anestheti st by

physi cal presence or el ectroni c communi cati on.

Section 3. Nothing in this act shall be construed to
prohi bit the continued practice of certified registered nurse
anesthetists who were authorized to practice in this
Conmmonweal th on the effective date of this section.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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