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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 790 %5

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, MADI GAN, TOMLI NSQN, KI TCHEN, LOGAN
TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, FONTANA, ERI CKSON, MUSTO, M VHI TE,
GORDNER, FERLO, CORMAN, LAVALLE, O PAKE, WASHI NGION AND
BOSCOLA, APRIL 27, 2007

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, APRIL 27, 2007
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AN ACT
Providing for a shared-ride programfor persons with
disabilities; ensuring Statew de coverage; and nmaking an
appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Persons with
Di sabilities Shared-Ri de Program Act.

Section 2. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly, and it is the
purpose of this act to increase public transportation
opportunities for Pennsylvania citizens who are under 65 years
of age and who have certain disabilities. Gants nade by this
program are intended to suppl enment and shall not suppl ant
exi sting transportation funds or existing transportation
services for persons with disabilities.

Section 3. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Average fare."” Total passenger revenue divided by the total
nunber of fare-paying passengers, excluding trips by senior
citizens participating in the shared-ride programfor senior
citizens.

"County transportation system" The termshall nmean and
i ncl ude buses, vans or other transit vehicles purchased,
mai nt ai ned and operated by any county or its agents and used to
provide free or reduced rate transportation within the county to
eligible persons with disabilities.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Transportation of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Eligible applicant.”™ Any provider of shared-ride prograns
for the elderly, any county, any county transportation system
any transportation authority, any local transportation
organi zation, any mnunicipality, any transportation conmpany or
any urban conmon carrier nmass transportation provider.

"Fi xed-route public transportation services." Regularly
schedul ed transportation that is available to the general public
and is provided according to published schedul es al ong
desi gnat ed published routes with specified stopping points for
t he taking on and di schargi ng of passengers. Eligible services
i ncl ude public bus and comruter rail systens. Excluded fromthis
definition are exclusive ride taxi service, charter or
si ght seei ng services, nonpublic transportation, school bus or
| i nousi ne servi ces.

"Fund."” The General Fund of the Commonweal th.

"Local transportation organization.”™ Any nunicipality or any
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mass transportation, port, redevel opnent or airport authority
now or hereafter organized under the | aws of Pennsyl vania or
pursuant to an interstate conpact or otherw se enpowered to
render, contract for the rendering or assist in the rendering of
transportation service in alimted area in this Commonweal t h,
even though it may al so render or assist in rendering
transportation service in adjacent states.

"Person with disabilities." Wth respect to an individual,
an individual with a physical, sensory or nental inpairnment that
substantially limts one or nore major |life activities which may
prevent the person fromtransporting hinself or engaging in
regularly provided public transportation systens.

"Program " Shared-ride public transportation services for
persons with disabilities.

"Provider." Any eligible applicant that applies for and is
approved for grant funds under this act.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Transportation of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Shared-ride public transportation services." The term shal
i ncl ude demand-responsive transportation that is available to
t he general public, operates on a nonfixed-route basis and
charges a fare to all riders. For transportation to be included
inthis definition, the first fare-paying passengers to enter
the public transportation vehicle nust not refuse to share the
vehicle with other passengers during a given trip. Services
excluded under this definition are exclusive ride taxi service,
charter and sightseeing services, nonpublic transportation,
school bus or |inpousine services.

"Transit vehicle." A self-propelled or electrically

propel | ed vehicle designed for carrying four or nore passengers,
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exclusive of the driver, other than a taxicab, designed and used
for the transportati on of persons for conpensati on.

"Transportation conpany.” The termshall nmean and i ncl ude
any person, firmor corporation rendering public passenger
service, with or without the rendering of another service, in
this Commonweal th pursuant to conmon carrier authorization from
t he Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion or the Interstate
Conmrer ce Conmi ssi on

"Urban common carrier mass transportation.” Transportation
within an area that includes a nmunicipality or other built-up
pl ace which is appropriate, in the judgnment of the Departnent of
Transportation, for a common carrier transportation systemto
serve commuters or others in the locality, taking into
consideration the | ocal patterns and trends of urban growth, by
bus or rail or other conveyance, either publicly or privately
owned, serving the general public, but not including school
buses or charter or sightseeing services.
Section 4. Persons with disabilities shared-ride program

(a) Power and duty of departnent.--The departnment shall have
t he power and duty to adm nister a program authorizing grants to
eligible applicants that agree to provide shared-ride public
transportation services to eligible persons with disabilities.
As part of the program the departnment shall:

(1) Establish a process through which potenti al

provi ders receive notice of the program are given the

opportunity to submt grant proposals and are eval uated based

on eligibility criteria established by this act.

(2) Award grants to providers that neet the eligibility
criteria established by this act.

(3) Enter into contracts with providers that neet the
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eligibility criteria established by this act.

(b) Request for proposal process.--The departnment shal
establish a request for proposal process wherein notice of the
programis published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, eligible
applicants are given an opportunity to submt proposals and the
proposal s are evaluated. A m ninmum of two persons with
di sabilities shall be included in the evaluation. For any
eligible applicant to receive grant funds under the program the
applicant's proposal nust denonstrate each of the follow ng:

(1) The applicant has the ability to provide shared-
ride, point-to-point accessible services for eligible persons
with disabilities.

(2) The applicant has the ability to limt access to the
programto those eligible persons with disabilities.

(3) The applicant has the ability to adm nister the
program such that eligible persons with disabilities pay no
nore than 15% of the full-fare cost of the transportation.

(4) The applicant has the ability to inplenment an
eligibility verification process to ensure that access to the
programis limted to eligible persons with disabilities.

(5) The applicant has the ability to conpile such
informati on as the departnent may require.

(6) The applicant has the ability to solicit and receive
public participation frompersons with disabilities who
reside in the communities in which the applicant is proposing
to serve in the devel opnent of the application and docunented
ongoi ng commtnent to assist with the planning,

i npl enentation and adm ni stration of the program

(7) The applicant has the ability to serve either

portions of a county that are rural in nature or portions of
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a county not currently served by fixed-route transportation.

(8) The applicant has had docunented substantial i nput
frompeople with disabilities in the communities in which
they are proposing to serve.

(c) Gant awards.--The departnment may award grants to any
provider that neets the eligibility criteria in subsection (b),
provided that, in determ ning grant awards, the departnment
shal I :

(1) Ensure that applicants fromrural, suburban and
urban areas of this Conmonweal th are considered for grant
f unds.

(2) Gve priority to applicants whose service areas are
rural in nature or whose service areas are not currently
served by fixed-route transportation services.

(3) Gve priority to applicants that have the ability to
provi de or coordi nate services across county |ines.

(d) Limtation on grant anmounts.--Gants authorized to any
provi der under this act shall be [imted to an anmobunt equal to
85% of the total cost of rides of each provider's program
Individuals utilizing the programshall contribute the remaining
15% t hr ough fares.

(e) Agreenent.--The departnent may enter into an agreenent
with any provider that nmeets the criteria under subsections (b)
and (c) to award grant funds under this act. The agreenent shall
include terns requiring that grant funds be used in accordance
with the proposal submtted to the departnent by the provider.
The tinme, paynent, anmount and any other conditions on the
recei pt of the grant funds shall be set forth in the agreenent.
Section 5. Programrevi ew.

(a) Legislative Budget and Finance Conmmittee.--The
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1 Legislative Budget and Finance Commttee shall conduct a

2 performance audit to assess whether the programis enhancing the
3 nobility of persons with disabilities. The findings of the

4 performance audit shall be presented to the General Assenbly no
5 later than two years after the effective date of this act.

6 (b) Departnent report.--The departnent shall submt an

7 annual report to the Transportation Comrittee of the Senate, the
8 Transportation Commttee of the House of Representatives, the

9 Appropriations Commttee of the Senate and the Appropriations
10 Conmittee of the House of Representatives, which at a m ni mum
11 shall include total nunber of riders, total nunber of rides

12 provided per nonth, nunber of providers, percentage of

13 popul ation served, geographi cal coverage of shared-ride usage,
14 custoner satisfaction, total nonthly expenditures, total cost
15 per ride, required subsidy per passenger and per mle and

16 breakdown of what type of shared-ride services are being

17 provided.

18 Section 6. Entitlenent not created.

19 Not hing in this act creates or provides any individual wth
20 an entitlenment to services. It is the intent of the General
21 Assenbly that services under this act shall be nade avail abl e
22 only to the extent of availability and | evel of appropriations
23 made by the General Assenbly.
24 Section 7. Appropriation.
25 The General Assenbly hereby appropriates the sum of
26 $7,550,000 to carry out the provisions of this act.
27 Section 8. Effective date.
28 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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