PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 874 PRINTER S NO. 1456

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 777 ="

| NTRODUCED BY BROMNE, BOSCOLA, ERI CKSON, COSTA, FERLO, LOGAN,

O PAKE AND ORI E, APRIL 23, 2007

SENATOR BROMWNE, FI NANCE, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
OCTOBER 15, 2007

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 16, 1923 (P.L.207, No.153), entitled

act providing when, how, upon what property, and to what

extent, liens shall be allowed for taxes and for nunici pal
i nprovenents, for the renoval of nuisances, and for water

rents or rates, sewer rates, and lighting rates; for the
procedure upon clains filed therefor; the nethods for

preserving such |liens and enforcing paynent of such cl ai ns;
the effect of judicial sales of the properties |iened; the

di stribution of the proceeds of such sales, and the
redenpti on of the property therefrom for the lien and
collection of certain taxes heretofore assessed, and of
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12 clainms for municipal inprovenents nade and nui sances renoved,
13 wi thin six nonths before the passage of this act; and for the
14 procedure on tax and rnunicipal clains filed under other and
15 prior acts of Assenbly,"” changing the date from which, and

16 the rate of which, interest is charged on certain delinquent
17 taxes and ot her municipal clains; providing for the duties of
18 third-party collectors and for adoption of ordinance for the
19 excl usive collection of taxes; further providing for locality
20 i ndex; and nodernizing the law relating to collection of such

21 t axes and cl ai ns; AND PROVI DI NG FOR SEVERABI LI TY.
22 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

23 hereby enacts as follows:

<
<

24

Seet+on—+—Seetton—t—ot—the act—ot—May—16—1923 (P 207 <—

25 No—153y—reterredto-as—theMnetpal—Clarmand—Tax—ten—taw
26  ameaded—August—44—2003 (P33 No—20)—and—Jduby—345—2084
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SECTION 1. SECTION 1 OF THE ACT OF MAY 16, 1923 (P.L. 207, <—
NO. 153), REFERRED TO AS THE MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M AND TAX LI EN LAW
AVENDED AUGUST 14, 2003 (P.L.83, NO 20) AND JULY 15, 2004
(P.L.726, NO 83), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTION 1. BE I T ENACTED, &C., THAT THE WORD "TAXES, " AS
USED IN THI S ACT, MEANS ANY COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH, | NCORPORATED
TOMN, TOMSH P, SCHOCL, BRI DGE, ROAD, OR POOR TAXES, TOGETHER
W TH AND | NCLUDI NG ALL PENALTI ES, | NTEREST, COSTS, CHARGES,
EXPENSES AND FEES, | NCLUDI NG REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES, AS
ALLONED BY THI S ACT AND ALL OTHER APPLI CABLE LAWS.

THE WORD "DELI NQUENT, " AS USED IN TH' S ACT, EXCEPT W TH

RESPECT TO COUNTY TAXES IN COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS, REFERS

TO TAXES THAT REMAI N UNPAI D ON DECEMBER 31 OF THE CALENDAR YEAR

IN WH CH THEY BECAME FI RST DUE AND PAYABLE, EXCEPT THAT |F THE

TAXES ARE BEING PAID I'N | NSTALLMENTS PURSUANT TO AND | N

ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF ANY ACT_PERM TTI NG OR

REQUI RI NG | NSTALLMENT PAYMENTS, THE TERM SHALL MEAN THAT PORTI ON

OF THE TAXES THAT REMAINS UNPAI D ON THE FI RST DAY OF THE MONTH

FOLLON NG THE MONTH THAT THE LAST REQUI RED | NSTALLNMENT PAYMENT

20070S0777B1456 - 28 -
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WAS DUE AND PAYABLE. FOR MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M5, OTHER THAN TAX

CLAIMS, THE TERM MEANS NI NETY DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE I NI TI AL

BILLI NG FOR THE CLAI MS.

THE WORD "Hl GHWAY, " AS USED IN THI S ACT, MEANS THE VWHOLE OR
ANY PART OF ANY PUBLI C STREET, PUBLIC ROAD, PUBLI C LANE, PUBLIC
ALLEY, OR OTHER PUBLI C H GHVWAY.

THE WORDS "TAX CLAIM " AS USED IN TH S ACT, MEAN THE CLAI M
FI LED TO RECOVER TAXES.

THE WORDS "MJUNI Cl PAL CLAIM " AS USED IN TH S ACT, UNLESS
SPECI FI CALLY | NDI CATED OTHERW SE, MEAN AND | NCLUDE (1) THE CLAI M
ARI SI NG OQUT OF, OR RESULTI NG FROM A TAX ASSESSED, SERVI CE
SUPPLI ED, WORK DONE, OR | MPROVEMENT AUTHORI ZED AND UNDERTAKEN,
BY A MUNI Cl PALI TY, ALTHOUGH THE AMOUNT THEREOF BE NOT AT THE
TI ME DEFI NI TELY ASCERTAI NED BY THE AUTHORI TY AUTHORI ZED TO
DETERM NE THE SAME, AND A LI EN THEREFOR BE NOT FI LED, BUT
BECOVES FI LABLE WTH N THE PERI OD AND | N THE MANNER HEREI N
PROVI DED, (2) THE CLAI M FI LED TO RECOVER FOR THE GRADI NG,

GQUTTERI NG MACADAM ZI NG OR OTHERW SE | MPROVI NG THE CARTWAYS OF
ANY PUBLI C H GHWAY; FOR GRADI NG CURBI NG RECURBI NG PAVI NG
REPAVI NG CONSTRUCTI NG, OR REPAI RI NG THE FOOTWAYS THEREGOF; FOR
LAYl NG WATER PI PES, GAS PI PES, CULVERTS, SEVERS, BRANCH SEVEERS,
OR SEWER CONNECTI ONS THEREI' N, FOR ASSESSMENTS FOR BENEFI TS | N
THE OPENI NG, W DENI NG OR VACATI ON THEREOF; OR I N THE CHANG NG OF
WATER- COURSES OR THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF SEWERS THROUGH PRI VATE
LANDS; OR I N H GHMWAYS OF TOMNSH PS OF THE FI RST CLASS; OR I N THE
ACQUI SI TI ON OF SEVWVERS AND DRAI' NS CONSTRUCTED AND OMNED BY

I NDI VI DUALS OR CORPORATI ONS, AND OF RIGHTS I N AND TO USE THE
SAME; FOR THE REMOVAL OF NU SANCES; OR FOR GARBACGE FEES,

RECYCLI NG FEES, LANDLORD LI CENSI NG AND | NSPECTI ON FEES, WATER

RATES, LI GHTI NG RATES, OR SEVER RATES, AND (3) THE CLAI M FI LED

20070S0777B1456 - 29 -
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TO RECOVER FOR WORK, MATERI AL, AND SERVI CES RENDERED OR

FURNI SHED | N THE CONSTRUCTI ON, | MPROVEMENT, MAI NTENANCE, AND
OPERATI ON OF A PROJECT OR PROJECTS OF A BODY PCLITIC OR
CORPORATE CREATED AS A MUNI Cl PAL AUTHORI TY PURSUANT TO LAW A
MUNI CI PAL CLAI M SHALL BE TOGETHER W TH AND SHALL | NCLUDE ALL
PENALTI ES, | NTEREST, COSTS, FINES, CHARGES, EXPENSES AND FEES,
I NCLUDI NG REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES, AS ALLOWED BY THI S ACT AND
ALL OTHER APPLI CABLE LAWS.

THE WORD " CLAI MANT, " AS USED IN TH S ACT, MEANS THE PLAI NTI FF
OR USE- PLAI NTI FF I N WHCSE FAVOR THE CLAIM IS FILED AS A LI EN.

THE WORD " CONTRACTOR, " AS USED IN TH S ACT, MEANS THE PERSON
OR PERSONS VWHO, UNDER CONTRACT W TH THE LEGAL PLAI NTI FF,
PERFORMED THE WORK FOR VHICH THE LIEN | S G VEN.

THE WORD " PROPERTY, " AS USED IN TH S ACT, MEANS THE REAL
ESTATE SUBJECT TO THE LI EN AND AGAI NST WHI CH THE CLAIM IS FI LED
AS A LI EN

THE WORD "OWNER, " AS USED IN THI' S ACT, MEANS THE PERSON OR
PERSONS | N WHOSE NAME THE PROPERTY | S REAQ STERED, | F REQ STERED
ACCCRDI NG TO LAW AND, I N ALL OTHER CASES, MEANS ANY PERSON OR
PERSONS | N OPEN, PEACEABLE AND NOTCRI QUS POSSESSI ON OF THE
PROPERTY, AS APPARENT OMNER OR OMNERS THERECOF, | F ANY, OR THE
REPUTED OWNER OR OWNERS THEREOF | N THE NEI GHBORHOCD OF SUCH
PROPERTY.

THE WORD "MUNI CI PALI TY," AS USED IN THI S ACT, MEANS ANY
COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH | NCORPORATED TOW, TOMSH P, SCHOOL
DI STRICT, OR A BODY PCLI TI C AND CORPORATE CREATED AS A MUNI Cl PAL
AUTHORI TY PURSUANT TO LAW AND ANY ASSI GNEES THERECF.

THE WORDS " CHARGES, EXPENSES, AND FEES," AS USED IN TH S ACT,
I NCLUDE ALL SUMS PAI D OR | NCURRED BY A MUNI CI PALI TY TO FI LE,
PRESERVE AND CCOLLECT UNPAI D TAXES, TAX CLAI M5, TAX LI ENS

20070S0777B1456 - 30 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5 AND MUNI CI PAL LI ENS, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LI M TED
TO, PROTHONOTARY AND SHERI FF FEES, POSTAGE EXPENSES, AND TI TLE
SEARCH EXPENSES. A COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH, | NCORPCRATED TOWW,
TOMSH P, SCHOOL DI STRICT OR MUNI Cl PAL AUTHORI TY MAY ALSO
RECOVER AS " CHARGES, EXPENSES, AND FEES' THE CHARGES, EXPENSES,
COW SSI ONS AND FEES OF THI RD- PARTY COLLECTORS RETAI NED BY THE
COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH | NCORPORATED TOW, TOMSH P, SCHOOL
DI STRICT OR MUNI Cl PAL AUTHORI TY, PROVI DED THAT THE CHARGES,
EXPENSES, COW SSI ONS AND FEES OF SUCH THI RD- PARTY COLLECTORS
ARE APPROVED BY LEGQ SLATI VE ACTI ON OF THE COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH,
I NCORPORATED TOW, TOMSHI P, SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR MUNI Cl PAL
AUTHORI TY VWHI CH LEVI ES THE UNPAI D TAXES, TAX CLAI M5, TAX LI ENS,
MUNI CI PAL CLAI MS AND MUNI CI PAL LI ENS.

SECTION 2. SECTION 3 OF THE ACT, AMENDED AUGUST 14, 2003
(P.L.83, NO 20), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTION 3. (A) ALL MUNICl PAL CLAI M5, MUNI Cl PAL LI ENS,
TAXES, TAX CLAI M5 AND TAX LI ENS WH CH MAY HEREAFTER BE LAWFULLY
| MPOSED OR ASSESSED ON ANY PROPERTY | N THI S COVWONWEALTH, AND
ALL SUCH CLAI M5 HERETOFORE LAWFULLY | MPOSED OR ASSESSED W THI N
SI X MONTHS BEFORE THE PASSAGE OF THI S ACT AND NOT YET LIENED, IN
THE MANNER AND TO THE EXTENT HERElI NAFTER SET FORTH, SHALL BE AND
THEY ARE HEREBY DECLARED TO BE A LI EN ON SAI D PROPERTY, TOGETHER
W TH ALL CHARGES, EXPENSES, AND FEES | NCURRED I N THE COLLECTI ON
OF ANY DELI NQUENT ACCOUNT, | NCLUDI NG REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES
UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A. 1), ADDED THERETO FOR FAI LURE TO PAY
PROVPTLY; AND MUNI Cl PAL CLAI MS AND MUNI CI PAL LI ENS SHALL ARI SE
VWHEN LAWFULLY | MPOSED AND ASSESSED AND SHALL HAVE PRI ORI TY TO
AND BE FULLY PAI D AND SATI SFI ED OQUT OF THE PROCEEDS OF ANY
JUDI Cl AL SALE OF SAI D PROPERTY, BEFORE ANY OTHER OBLI GATI ON,
JUDGMVENT, CLAIM LIEN, OR ESTATE WTH VWH CH THE SAI D PROPERTY

20070S0777B1456 - 31 -



MAY BECOMVE CHARGED, OR FOR VHI CH I T MAY BECOVE LI ABLE, SAVE AND
EXCEPT ONLY THE COSTS OF THE SALE AND OF THE WVRIT UPON WHICH I T
IS MADE, AND THE TAXES, TAX CLAI M5 AND TAX LI ENS | MPCSED OR
ASSESSED UPON SAlI D PROPERTY.

(A1) [IT 1S NOT THE I NTENT OF THI S SUBSECTI ON TO REQUI RE
OMERS TO PAY, OR MJUNI CI PALI TI ES TO SANCTI ON, | NAPPROPRI ATE OR
UNREASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES, CHARGES OR EXPENSES FOR ROUTI NE
FUNCTI ONS. ] ATTORNEY FEES | NCURRED I N THE COLLECTI ON OF ANY

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

DELI NQUENT ACCOUNT, | NCLUDI NG MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5, MJUNI CI PAL LI ENS,

=Y
o

TAXES, TAX CLAI M5 AND TAX LI ENS, SHALL BE I N AN AMOUNT

=
=

SUFFI CI ENT TO COVPENSATE ATTORNEYS UNDERTAKI NG COLLECTI ON AND

=
N

REPRESENTATI ON OF A MUNI Cl PALI TY OR I TS ASSI GNEE | N ANY ACTI ONS

=
w

IN LAWOR EQUI TY | NVOLVI NG CLAI M5 ARl SI NG UNDER THI S ACT. A

H
o

MUNI CI PALI TY BY ORDI NANCE, OR BY RESCLUTION I F THE MJUNI Cl PALI TY

=Y
(63}

IS OF A CLASS VWH CH DCES NOT HAVE THE POWER TO ENACT AN

=Y
(e}

ORDI NANCE, SHALL ADOPT THE SCHEDULE OF ATTORNEY FEES. WHERE

=
\l

ATTORNEY FEES ARE SOUGHT TO BE COLLECTED I N CONNECTI ON W TH THE

=Y
oo

COLLECTI ON OF A DELI NQUENT ACCOUNT, | NCLUDI NG MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5,

=
O

MUNI CI PAL LI ENS, TAXES, TAX CLAI M5 AND TAX LI ENS, THE OANER MNAY

N
o

PETI TI ON THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS IN THE COUNTY WHERE THE

N
=

PROPERTY SUBJECT TO THE MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M AND LI EN, TAX CLAI M AND

N
N

LI EN OR TAXES | S LOCATED TO ADJUDI CATE THE REASONABLENESS OF THE

N
w

ATTORNEY FEES | MPOSED. | N THE EVENT THAT THERE IS A CHALLENGE TO

N
~

THE REASONABLENESS OF THE ATTORNEY FEES | MPOSED | N ACCORDANCE

N
(63}

WTH TH S SECTI ON, THE COURT SHALL CONSI DER, BUT NOTI' BE LI M TED

N
(e}

TO, THE FOLLOW NG

N
~

(1) THE TIME AND LABCR REQUI RED, THE NOVELTY AND DI FFI CULTY

N
oo

OF THE QUESTI ONS | NVOLVED AND THE SKI LL REQUI SI TE TO PROPERLY

N
(o]

UNDERTAKE COLLECTI ON AND REPRESENTATI ON OF A MUNI Cl PALITY I N
30 ACTI ONS ARI SI NG UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A) .
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(2) THE CUSTOVARY CHARGES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BAR FOR
SI' M LAR SERVI CES.

(3) THE [ AMOUNT OF THE DELI NQUENT ACCOUNT COLLECTED AND THE]
BENEFI T TO THE MUNI Cl PALI TY FROM THE SERVI CES.

1
2
3
4
5 (4) THE CONTI NGENCY OR THE CERTAI NTY OF THE COVPENSATI ON.
6 (A.2) ANY TIME ATTORNEY FEES ARE AWARDED PURSUANT TO ANY

7 PROVI SION OF LAW THE MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL NOT BE ENTI TLED TO

8 DUPLI CATE RECOVERY OF ATTORNEY FEES UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

9 (A.3) (1) AT LEAST TH RTY DAYS PRI OR TO ASSESSI NG OR

10 1 MPOSI NG ATTORNEY FEES I N CONNECTI ON W TH THE COLLECTI ON CF A

11 DELI NQUENT ACCOUNT, | NCLUDI NG MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5, MUNI Cl PAL LI ENS,
12 TAXES, TAX CLAIMS AND TAX LI ENS, A MJUNI ClI PALI TY SHALL, BY UNI TED
13 STATES CERTI FI ED MAI L, RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED, POSTAGE

14 PREPAID, MAIL TO THE OMNER THE NOTI CE REQUI RED BY THI S

15 SUBSECTI ON. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SION OF THI S SECTION, A

16 REASONABLE FEE PAID OR I NCURRED BY A MUNICIPALITY TO AN ATTORNEY

17 OR LAWFIRM TO SATI SFY THE NOTI CE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON

18 NMAY BE ASSESSED W THOUT PROVI DI NG PRI OR NOTI CE.

19 (2) IFWTHN TH RTY DAYS OF MAI LING THE NOTI CE I N

20 ACCORDANCE W TH CLAUSE (1) THE CERTIFIED MAIL IS REFUSED OR

21 UNCLAI MED OR THE RETURN RECEI PT IS NOI' RECElI VED, THEN AT LEAST
22 TEN DAYS PRI OR TO ASSESSI NG OR | MPOSI NG ATTORNEY FEES I N

23 CONNECTI ON W TH THE COLLECTI ON OF A DELI NQUENT ACCOUNT, A

24 MJIN Cl PALI TY SHALL, BY UNI TED STATES FI RST CLASS MAIL, MAIL TO
25 THE OMER THE NOTI CE REQUI RED BY THI S SUBSECTI ON.

26 (3) THE NOTI CE REQUI RED BY THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE MAI LED
27 TO THE OMNER S LAST KNOMWN PCST OFFI CE ADDRESS BY VI RTUE OF THE
28 KNOWALEDGE AND | NFORVATI ON POSSESSED BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY AND BY
29 THE COUNTY OFFI CE RESPONSI BLE FOR ASSESSMENTS AND REVI SI ONS OF
30 TAXES. |IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE MJNI Cl PALI TY TO DETERM NE THE
20070S0777B1456 - 33 -



OMER S LAST POST OFFI CE ADDRESS KNOWN TO SAI D COLLECTOR AND
COUNTY ASSESSMENT OFFI CE.

(4) THE NOTICE TO THE OMNER SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A STATEMENT OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY' S | NTENT TO | MPCSE OR
ASSESS ATTORNEY FEES W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF MAI LI NG THE NOTI CE
PURSUANT TO CLAUSE (1) OR WTHI N TEN DAYS OF THE MAI LI NG OF THE
NOTI CE PURSUANT TO CLAUSE (2).

(1) THE MANNER I N WHI CH THE | MPCSI TI ON OR ASSESSMENT OF

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

ATTORNEY FEES MAY BE AVO DED BY PAYMENT OF THE DELI NQUENT

=Y
o

ACCOUNT.

=
=

(B) WTH THE EXCEPTI ON OF THOSE CLAI M5 WH CH HAVE BEEN

=
N

ASSI GNED, ANY MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM MJNI Cl PAL LI EN, TAX, TAX CLAIM OR

=
w

TAX LI EN, I NCLUDI NG | NTEREST, PENALTY AND COSTS, | MPOSED BY A

H
o

CITY OF THE FIRST CLASS, SHALL BE A JUDGVENT ONLY AGAI NST THE

=Y
(63}

SAl D PROPERTY WHEN THE LI EN HAS BEEN DOCKETED BY THE

=Y
(e}

PROTHONOTARY. THE DOCKETI NG OF THE LI EN SHALL BE G VEN THE

=
\l

EFFECT OF A JUDGVENT AGAI NST THE SAI D PROPERTY ONLY W TH RESPECT

=Y
oo

TO VH CH THE CLAIM IS FILED AS A LI EN. THE PROTHONOTARY SHALL

=
O

MAI NTAIN AN | N REM | NDEX, THE FORM AND LOCATI ON OF VWH CH SHALL

N
o

BE WTH N THE PROTHONOTARY' S DI SCRETI ON. ALL TAX CLAI M5, WATER

N
=

RENTS OR RATES, LI GHTI NG RATES, POVNER RATES AND SEVER RATES

N
N

HERETOFORE FI LED ARE HEREBY RATI FI ED, CONFI RVED AND MADE VALI D

N
w

SUBSI STI NG LI ENS AS OF THE DATE OF THEI R ORI G NAL FI LI NG

N
~

(© A WIT OF EXECUTI ON MAY | SSUE DI RECTLY W THOUT

N
(63}

PROSECUTI ON TO JUDGVENT OF A WRIT OF SCI RE FACI AS. ANY PROPERTY

N
(e}

SOLD I'N EXECUTI ON SHALL BE SOLD I N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE

N
~

PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 31. 2.

N
oo

(D) ATTORNEY FEES MAY BE | MPOSED AND COLLECTED | N ACCORDANCE

N
(o]

WTH TH' S SECTI ON UPON ALL TAXES, TAX CLAI M5, TAX LI ENS,
30 MJINI Cl PAL CLAI M5, MUNICI PAL LIENS, WRITS OF SClI RE FACI AS,
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JUDGVENTS OR EXECUTI ONS FI LED ON OR AFTER DECEMBER 19, 1990.

SECTION 3. SECTION 9 OF THE ACT, AMENDED FEBRUARY 21, 2006
(P.L.46, NO 18), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTION 9. CLAI M5 FOR TAXES, WATER RENTS OR RATES, LI GHTI NG
RATES, PONER RATES AND SEWER RATES MUST BE FI LED I N THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS OF THE COUNTY IN WH CH THE PROPERTY | S SI TUATED
UNLESS THE PROPERTY IS SITUATE IN THE CI TY OF PH LADELPH A AND
THE TAXES OR RATES DO NOT EXCEED THE MAXI MUM AMOUNT OVER VH CH
THE MUNI Cl PAL COURT OF PHI LADELPHI A HAS ORI G NAL JURI SDI CTI ON,
IN VH CH EVENT THE CLAIM MJUST BE FILED I N THE MUNI Cl PAL COURT OF
PH LADELPHI A. ALL SUCH CLAI Ms SHALL BE FI LED ON OR BEFORE THE
LAST DAY OF THE TH RD CALENDAR YEAR AFTER THAT I N VWHI CH THE
TAXES OR RATES ARE FI RST PAYABLE, EXCEPT THAT IN CI TI ES AND
SCHOCL DI STRICTS OF THE FI RST CLASS CLAI M5 FOR TAXES AND OTHER
MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5, VWH CH HAVE HERETOFORE BECOVE LI ENS PURSUANT TO
THE PROVISIONS OF THI S ACT OR WH CH HAVE BEEN ENTERED OF RECORD
AS LI ENS OR VH CH HAVE BEEN LI ENED AND REVI VED, SHALL CONTI NUE
AND REMAI N AS LI ENS FOR THE PERI GD OF TWENTY YEARS FROM SUCH
REVI VAL, ENTRY OR LI EN BY OPERATI ON OF LAW WH CHEVER SHALL HAVE
LAST OCCURRED; AND OTHER MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M5 MJUST BE FI LED I N SAI D
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OR THE MUNI CI PAL COURT OF PHI LADELPHI A
WTH N SI X MONTHS FROM THE TI ME THE WORK WAS DONE | N FRONT OF
THE PARTI CULAR PROPERTY, WHERE THE CHARGE AGAI NST THE PROPERTY
I S ASSESSED OR MADE AT THE TI ME THE WORK | S AUTHORI ZED, W THI N
SI X MONTHS AFTER THE COVPLETI ON OF THE | MPROVEMENT, WHERE THE
ASSESSMVENT |'S MADE BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY UPON ALL THE PROPERTI ES
AFTER THE COMPLETI ON OF THE | MPROVEMENT; AND W THI N SI X MONTHS
AFTER CONFI RVATI ON BY THE COURT, WHERE CONFI RVMATI ON | S REQUI RED;
THE CERTI FI CATE OF THE SURVEYOR, ENG NEER, OR OTHER OFFI CER
SUPERVI SI NG THE | MPROVEMENT, FILED I N THE PROPER OFFI CE, BEI NG
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CONCLUSI VE OF THE TI ME OF COVPLETI ON THEREOF, BUT HE BEI NG
PERSONALLY LI ABLE TO ANYONE | NDJURED BY ANY FALSE STATEMENT
THEREIN. VWHERE A BOROUGH LI ES I N MORE THAN ONE COUNTY, ANY SUCH
CLAIM FI LED BY SUCH BOROUGH MAY BE FI LED I N EACH OF SUCH

COUNTI ES. | N CASE THE REAL ESTATE BENEFI TED BY THE | MPROVEMENT
'S SOLD BEFORE THE MUNI CI PAL CLAIM IS FI LED, THE DATE OF
COVPLETI ON I N SAI D CERTI FI CATE SHALL DETERM NE THE LI ABI LI TY FOR
THE PAYMENT OF THE CLAI M AS BETWEEN BUYER AND SELLER, UNLESS
OTHERW SE AGREED UPON OR AS ABOVE SET FORTH. A NUMBER OF YEARS
TAXES OR RATES OF DI FFERENT KI NDS | F PAYABLE TO THE SAME

PLAI NTI FF MAY BE | NCLUDED I N ONE CLAIM | NTEREST AS DETERM NED
BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY AT A RATE NOT TO EXCEED TEN PER CENT PER
ANNUM SHALL BE COLLECTI BLE ON [ ALL] THE FACE AND PENALTY AMOUNT

OF_BOTH TAXES AND MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M5 FROM THE DATE [ OF THE

COVPLETI ON OF THE WORK AFTER IT IS FILED AS A LI EN, AND ON
CLAI M5 FOR TAXES, WATER RENTS OR RATES, LI GHTI NG RATES, OR SEVER
RATES FROM THE DATE OF THE FI LI NG OF THE LI EN THEREFOR] ON WHI CH

THE TAXES OR MUNI Cl PAL CLAI MS BECOVE DELI NQUENT OR FOR COUNTY

TAXES N COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS, AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY

LAW PROVI DED, HONEVER, THAT AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S
AMENDATORY ACT WHERE MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5 ARE FI LED ARI SI NG OQUT OF A
MUNI CI PAL PRQJIECT WH CH REQUI RED THE MUNI ClI PALI TY TO | SSUE BONDS
TO FI NANCE THE PROQJECT | NTEREST SHALL BE CCOLLECTI BLE ON SUCH
CLAI M5 AT THE RATE OF | NTEREST OF THE BOND | SSUE OR AT THE RATE
OF TVELVE PER CENT PER ANNUM WH CHEVER IS LESS. WHERE THE

PROVI SI ONS OF ANY OTHER ACT RELATI NG TO CLAI M5 FOR TAXES, WATER
RENTS OR RATES, LI GHTI NG RATES, POVNER RATES, SEWER RENTS OR
RATES OR FOR ANY OTHER TYPE OF MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM OR LI EN UTI LI ZES
THE PROCEDURES PROVI DED IN THI S ACT AND VWHERE THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SUCH OTHER ACT ESTABLI SHES A DI FFERENT RATE OF | NTEREST FOR SUCH
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CLAI M5 OR LI ENS, THE MAXI MUM RATE OF | NTEREST OF TEN PER CENT
PER ANNUM AS PROVI DED FOR IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE APPLI CABLE TO
THE CLAI M5 AND LI ENS PROVI DED FOR UNDER SUCH OTHER ACTS:

PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S
AMENDATORY ACT WHERE MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5 ARE FI LED ARI SI NG OQUT OF A
MUNI CI PAL PRQJIECT VWH CH REQUI RED THE MUNI ClI PALI TY TO | SSUE BONDS
TO FI NANCE THE PROQJECT | NTEREST SHALL BE CCOLLECTI BLE ON SUCH
CLAI M5 AT THE RATE OF | NTEREST OF THE BOND | SSUE OR AT THE RATE
OF TVWELVE PER CENT PER ANNUM WH CHEVER | S LESS.

CLAI M5 FOR TAXES, WATER RENTS, OR RATES, LI GHTI NG RATES,
PONER RATES AND SEWER RATES MAY BE IN THE FORM OF WRI TTEN OR
TYPEWRI TTEN LI STS SHOWN NG THE NAVES OF THE TAXABLES, | NCLUDI NG
THE NAME AND LAST KNOMWN ADDRESS, WTH I TS ZI P CODE, OF THE OMER
OF EACH PROPERTY AGAI NST WHICH A CLAIM | S BEI NG FI LED, AND
DESCRI PTI ONS OF THE PROPERTI ES AGAI NST VWHI CH THE CLAI M5 ARE
FI LED, TOGETHER W TH THE AMOUNT OF THE TAXES DUE SUCH
MUNI CI PALI TY. SUCH LI STS MAY BE FI LED ON BEHALF OF A SI NGLE
MUNI CI PALI TY, OR THEY MAY COVER THE UNPAI D TAXES DUE ANY TWO OR
MORE MUNI Cl PALI TI ES WHOSE TAXES ARE COLLECTED BY THE SAME TAX
COLLECTOR, PROVI DED THE AMOUNTS DUE EACH MUNI Cl PALI TY ARE
SEPARATELY SHOMWN. ALL TAX CLAI M5, WATER RENTS, OR RATES,

LI GHTI NG RATES, PONER RATES AND SEWER RATES, HERETOFORE FI LED IN
SUCH FORM ARE HEREBY RATI FI ED, CONFI RVED AND MADE VALI D
SUBSI STI NG LI ENS AS OF THE DATE OF THEI R ORI G NAL FI LI NG

A NUMBER OF YEARS' TAXES OR RATES OF DI FFERENT KINDS, |F
PAYABLE TO THE SAME PLAI NTI FF, MAY BE | NCLUDED I N ONE CLAIM
MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5 SHALL LI KEW SE BE FI LED W THI N SAI D PERI OD,
WHERE ANY APPEAL | S TAKEN FROM THE ASSESSMENT FOR THE RECOVERY
OF WH CH SUCH MUNI CI PAL CLAIM IS FILED. I N SUCH CASE THE LI EN
FI LED SHALL BE I N THE FORM HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED, EXCEPT THAT I T
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SHALL SET FORTH THE AMOUNT OF THE CLAI M AS AN UNDETERM NED
AMOUNT, THE AMOUNT THEREOF TO BE DETERM NED BY THE APPEAL TAKEN
FROM THE ASSESSMENT UPON VWH CH SUCH MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M | S BASED,
PENDI NG | N A CERTAI N COURT ( REFERRI NG TO THE COURT AND THE
PROCEEDI NG WHERE SUCH APPEAL |'S PENDI NG . UPON THE FI LI NG OF
SUCH MUNI CI PAL CLAIM THE CLAI M SHALL BE | NDEXED BY THE
PROTHONOTARY UPON THE JUDGVENT | NDEX AND UPON THE LOCALI TY | NDEX
OF THE COURT, AND THE AMOUNT OF THE CLAI M SET FORTH THEREI N AS
AN UNDETERM NED AMOUNT.

I F FINAL JUDGVENT |'S NOT OBTAI NED UPON SUCH APPEAL W THI N
TWENTY YEARS FROM THE FI LI NG OF SUCH MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM  THE
CLAI MANT I N THE LI EN SHALL, W TH N SUCH PERI GD OF TWENTY YEARS,
FI LE A SUGGESTI ON OF NONPAYMENT, | N THE FORM HERElI NAFTER SET
FORTH, WH CH SHALL HAVE THE EFFECT OF CONTI NU NG THE LI EN
THEREOF FOR A FURTHER PERI OD OF TVENTY YEARS FROM THE DATE OF
FI LI NG SUCH SUGGESTI ON, EXCEPT THAT W TH RESPECT TO CLAI MS FOR
TAXES AND OTHER MUNI CI PAL CLAIM5, IN CI TIES AND SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
OF THE FI RST CLASS, |F FINAL JUDGVENT IS NOT OBTAI NED UPON SUCH
APPEAL W THI N TWENTY YEARS FROM THE FI LI NG OF SUCH MJNI Cl PAL
CLAI M5, THE CLAI MANT I N THE LI EN SHALL, W TH N SUCH PERI OD OF
TWENTY YEARS, FILE A SUGGESTI ON OF NONPAYMENT | N THE PRESCRI BED
FORM WH CH SHALL HAVE THE EFFECT OF CONTI NUI NG THE LI EN THEREOF
FOR A FURTHER PERI OD OF TVENTY YEARS FROM THE DATE OF FI LI NG
SUCH SUGGESTI ON. SUCH MUNI CI PAL CLAI M SHALL BE REVI VED I N A
SI'M LAR MANNER DURI NG EACH RECURRI NG PERI OD OF TVEENTY YEARS
THEREAFTER, UNTI L FI NAL JUDGVENT | S ENTERED UPON SAlI D APPEAL AND
THE UNDETERM NED AMOUNT OF SUCH MUNI CI PAL CLAIM IS FI XED | N THE
MANNER HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED, EXCEPT THAT W TH RESPECT TO CLAI M5
FOR TAXES AND OTHER MUNI Cl PAL CLAIMS, IN CI TIES AND SCHOCL
DI STRICTS OF THE FI RST CLASS, SUCH MUNI Cl PAL CLAI MS SHALL BE
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REVI VED IN A SI M LAR MANNER DURI NG EACH RECURRI NG PERI CD OF
TWENTY YEARS THEREAFTER UNTI L FI NAL JUDGMVENT |'S ENTERED UPON
SAl D APPEAL AND THE UNDETERM NED AMOUNT OF SUCH MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM
IS FI XED I N THE MANNER HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED.

WHEN THE FI NAL JUDGVENT |'S OBTAI NED UPON SUCH APPEAL, THE
COURT I N VWH CH SAID MUNI CI PAL CLAIM IS PENDI NG SHALL, UPON THE
PETI TI ON OF ANY | NTERESTED PARTY, MAKE AN ORDER FI XI NG THE
UNDETERM NED AMOUNT CLAI MED I N SUCH CLAI M AT THE AMOUNT
DETERM NED BY THE FI NAL JUDGVENT UPON SAI D APPEAL, VWH CH SHALL
BEAR | NTEREST FROM THE DATE OF THE VERDI CT UPON VWHI CH FI NAL
JUDGVENT WAS ENTERED, AND THEREAFTER THE AMOUNT OF SAI D CLAIM
SHALL BE THE SUM THUS FI XED. PROCEEDI NGS UPON SAI D MUNI ClI PAL
CLAI M THEREAFTER SHALL BE AS I N OTHER CASES.

WHERE, ON FI NAL JUDGVENT UPON SAI D APPEAL, | T APPEARS THAT NO
AMOUNT | S DUE UPON THE ASSESSMENT FOR THE RECOVERY OF WHI CH SUCH
CLAIM IS FILED, THE COURT I N WHI CH SUCH MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM | S
PENDI NG SHALL, UPON THE PETI TI ON OF ANY | NTERESTED PARTY, MAKE
AN CORDER STRI KI NG SUCH MUNI CI PAL CLAI M FROM THE RECCRD, AND
CHARCE THE COSTS UPON SUCH CLAIM TO THE PLAINTIFF I N THE CLAIM
FI LED.

WHERE SUCH APPEAL | S DI SCONTI NUED, THE COURT | N WH CH SUCH
MUNI CI PAL CLAIM | S PENDI NG SHALL, UPON THE PETI TI ON OF ANY
| NTERESTED PARTY, MAKE AN ORDER FI XI NG THE UNDETERM NED AMOUNT
CLAI MED AT THE AMOUNT OF THE ORI GG NAL ASSESSMENT, WH CH SHALL
BEAR | NTEREST FROM THE DATE THAT SUCH ASSESSMVENT WAS ORI G NALLY
PAYABLE, AND THEREAFTER THE AMOUNT OF SUCH CLAIM SHALL BE THE
SUM THUS FI XED.

IN COUNTI ES OF THE SECOND CLASS AND MUNI Cl PALI TI ES THEREI N,
| NTEREST AT THE APPLI CABLE PER ANNUM RATE SHALL ACCRUE MONTHLY
ON ALL TAXES, TAX CLAIMS AND MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5 ON THE FI RST DAY
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OF THE MONTH FOR THE ENTI RE MONTH, OR PART THERECF, |IN VWH CH THE
TAXES, TAX CLAIM5 OR MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5 ARE PAI D. | NTEREST SHALL
NOT BE PAID ON A PER DI EM BASI S. | N COUNTI ES OF THE SECOND
CLASS, ALL COUNTY TAXES AFTER THE SAME BECOVE DELI NQUENT, AS
PROVI DED BY LAW SHALL | NCLUDE A PENALTY OF FI VE PER CENTUM FOR
SUCH DELI NQUENCY.

I N COUNTI ES OF THE SECOND CLASS, TAXES AND TAX CLAI M5, WHEN
COLLECTED, SHALL BE PAI D I NTO THE COUNTY TREASURY FOR THE USE OF
THE COUNTY UNLESS THE TAXES AND TAX CLAI MS ARE ASSI GNED, | N
VWH CH EVENT THERE |'S NO REQUI REMENT THAT THE TAXES AND TAX
CLAI M5 COLLECTED BY THE ASSI GNEE BE PAI D | NTO THE COUNTY
TREASURY.

N COUNTI ES OF THE SECOND CLASS, THE COUNTY SHALL NOT BE
REQUI RED TO ADVANCE OR PAY ANY FEE TO THE PROTHONOTARY FOR THE
FI LI NG OF PAPER OR ELECTRONI C FI LI NG OR PERFORM NG ANY SERVI CES
FOR THE SECOND CLASS COUNTY RELATI NG TO THE FI LI NG
SATI SFACTI ON, ASSI GNMENT, TRANSFER, REVI VAL, AMENDMENT,
ENFORCEMENT AND COLLECTI ON OF TAXES, TAX CLAI MS AND TAX LI ENS.
THE PROTHONOTARY SHALL ACCEPT FI LI NGS BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE
SECOND CLASS COUNTY RELATI NG TO THE TAXES, TAX CLAI MS AND TAX
LI ENS AND NOTE THE COST FOR SUCH SERVI CE PERFORMVED ON THE
DOCKET, AND THE SECOND CLASS COUNTY, | TS EMPLOYEES,

REPRESENTATI VES, AGENTS AND ASSI GNS SHALL THEREAFTER COLLECT
SUCH FEE AS A COST AS PART OF THE TAXES, TAX CLAI M5 AND TAX
LI ENS.

SECTION 4. SECTIONS 14 AND 18 OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED TO
READ:

SECTI ON 14. ANY DEFENDANT NAMED IN THE CLAIM OR ANY PERSON
ALLOAED TO | NTERVENE AND DEFEND [ THEREAGAI NST] THERE AGAI NST,

MAY, AT ANY STAGE OF THE PROCEEDI NGS, PRESENT HI S PETI TI ON,
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UNDER OATH OR AFFI RVMATI ON, SETTI NG FORTH THAT HE HAS A DEFENSE
IN WHOLE OR I N PART THERETO, AND OF WHAT | T CONSI STS; AND

PRAYI NG THAT A RULE BE GRANTED UPON THE CLAI MANT TO FI LE AN

AFFI DAVIT OF THE AMOUNT CLAI MED BY HM AND TO SHOW CAUSE VWY
THE PETI TI ONER SHOULD NOT HAVE LEAVE TO PAY MONEY | NTO COURT,;
AND, I N THE CASE OF A MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM TO ENTER SECURI TY I N LI EU
OF THE CLAIM WHEREUPON A RULE SHALL BE GRANTED AS PRAYED FOR.
UPON THE PLEADI NGS FI LED, OR FROM THE CLAI M AND THE AFFI DAVI T OF
DEFENSE, AND W THOUT A PETI TI ON WHERE AN AFFI DAVI T OF DEFENSE
HAS BEEN FI LED, THE COURT SHALL DETERM NE HOW MJUCH OF THE CLAI M
IS ADM TTED OR NOT SUFFI Cl ENTLY DENI ED;, AND SHALL ENTER A DECREE
THAT UPON PAYMENT BY SUCH PETI TI ONER TO THE CLAI MANT OF THE
AMOUNT THUS FOUND TO BE DUE, W TH | NTEREST AND COSTS | F ANYTHI NG
BE FOUND TO BE DUE, OR UPON PAYMENT | NTO COURT, | F THE CLAI MANT
REFUSES TO ACCEPT THE SAME, AND UPON PAYMENT | NTO COURT OF A SUM
SUFFI CI ENT TO COVER THE BALANCE CLAI MED, W TH | NTEREST AND
COSTS, OR UPON THE ENTRY OF APPROVED SECURITY I N THE CASE OF A
MUNI CI PAL CLAIM THAT SUCH CLAI M SHALL BE WHOLLY DI SCHARGED AS A
LI EN AGAI NST THE PROPERTY DESCRI BED THEREIN, AND SHALL BE

STRI CKEN FROM THE JUDGMVENT | NDEX. THEREAFTER THE MATERI AL,

DI SPUTED FACTS, |F ANY, [SHALL] MAY BE TRIED BY A JURY OR THE

WRIT OF SCI RE FACI AS HAD DULY | SSUED UPON SAI D CLAIM TO RECOVER
THE BALANCE THEREOF; BUT THE JURY OR THE COURT SHALL BE SWORN TO

TRY THE | SSUES BETWEEN THE CLAI MANT AND THE PARTI ES WHO PAI D THE
FUND | NTO COURT OR ENTERED SECURI TY, AND VERDI CT, JUDGVENT AND
PAYMENT, OR EXECUTI ON, SHALL FOLLOW AS I N OTHER CASES. THE SAME
COURSE MAY BE PURSUED, AT THE | NSTANCE OF ANY OMNER, VWHERE THE
CLAIM HAS NOT IN FACT BEEN FI LED, AND IF, I N THAT EVENT, THE
PETI TI ONER COVPLI ES W TH THE DECREE MADE, THE MONEY PAI D | NTO
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COURT OR SECURI TY ENTERED SHALL STAND IN LI EU OF THE CLAI M AND
THE LATTER SHALL NOT BE FILED, AND | F FI LED SHALL BE STRI CKEN
OFF UPON MOTI ON.

SECTI ON 18. THE SHERI FF TO WHOM THE SCI RE FACIAS | S G VEN
FOR SERVI CE SHALL ADD TO THE WRI'T, AS PARTI ES DEFENDANT, ALL
PERSONS, OTHER THAN THOSE NAMED THEREIN, WHO MAY BE FOUND | N
POSSESSI ON OF THE PROPERTY DESCRI BED, OR ANY PART THEREOF, AND
IN CASE NO ONE IS FOUND I N POSSESSI ON BY THE SHERI FF HE SHALL

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

PCST A TRUE COPY OF THE WRIT ON THE MOST PUBLI C PART OF SAI D

=Y
o

PROPERTY; AND HE SHALL ADD TO THE SAID WRI T THE NAMES OF ANY

=
=

PERSONS, NOTI' ALREADY NAMED THEREI N, WHOM HE MAY ASCERTAI N TO

=
N

HAVE AN | NTEREST | N THE PROPERTY DESCRI BED, OR ANY PART THERECF,

=
w

VWH CH WRI T SHALL THEN BE FURTHER SERVED AS FOLLOWE:

H
o

(A) BY SERVING AS IN THE CASE OF A SUMVONS, SUCH OF THOSE

=Y
(63}

NAMVED IN THE WRI'T, OR ADDED THERETO, AS MAY BE FOUND I N THE

=Y
(e}

COUNTY IN WH CH THE WRI T | SSUED; AND,

=
\l

(B) VWHERE THE SHERI FF HAS | NFORVATI ON THAT THOSE NAMED | N

=Y
oo

THE WRI'T, OR ADDED THERETO, OR ANY OF THEM MAY BE FOUND | N ANY

=
O

OTHER COUNTY OF THI S COVMONWEALTH, THE SAI D PERSON SHALL BE

N
o

SERVED, AS IN THE CASE OF A SUMMONS, BY THE SHERI FF OF THE

N
=

COUNTY I N WH CH THE SAI D DEFENDANTS OR ANY OF THEM MAY RESI DE,

N
N

HE BEI NG DEPUTI ZED FOR THAT PURPCSE BY THE SHERI FF OF THE COUNTY

N
w

IN VH CH THE WRI T | SSUES; AND,

N
~

(O (1) (1) IN CASE ANY OF THOSE NAMED IN THE WRI T, OR

N
(63}

ADDED THERETO, CANNOI BE FOUND BY THE SHERI FF, OR THEI R

N
(e}

RESI DENCES WTHI N TH S COWONWEALTH ARE UNKNOWN TO HHM OR IN

N
~

CASE THEY RESI DE W THOUT THE COMMONVEALTH OR ARE DECEASED, THE

N
oo

SAID WRI T [ MAY] SHALL BE SERVED [ BY ADVERTI SI NG A COPY THERECF,

N
(o]

OR A BRI EF NOTI CE OF THE CONTENTS OF THE SAME, ONCE A WEEK FOR
30 THREE SUCCESSI| VE WEEKS, | N ONE NEWSPAPER OF CGENERAL Cl RCULATI ON
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IN THE COUNTY, AND IN THE LEGAL PERI CDI CAL, | F ANY, DESI GNATED
BY THE COURT FOR THAT PURPOSE: PROVI DED, HOWNEVER, THAT ANY
DEFENDANT MAY ACCEPT SERVICE OF SAID WRI T, | N PERSON OR BY
COUNSEL, W TH THE SAME EFFECT AS | F DULY SERVED THEREW TH BY THE
SHERI FF.] I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PENNSYLVANIA RULES CF CIVIL

PROCEDURE FOR SERVI CE I N REAL PROPERTY ACTI ONS.

(1) NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBCLAUSE (1), ANY DEFENDANT NAY ACCEPT

SERVICE OF SAID WRIT, I N PERSON OR BY COUNSEL, WTH THE SAME

EFFECT AS | F DULY SERVED THEREW TH BY THE SHERI FF.

(2) WHERE THE SAID WRIT[, OR THE BRI EF NOTI CE OF THE
CONTENTS THEREOF, HAVE BEEN ADVERTI SED AS AFORESAI D, THE SAME
SHALL HAVE THE SAME EFFECT AS |F THE WRI T HAD BEEN PERSONALLY
SERVED;, AND ALL THOSE NAMED THEREI N, OR ADDED THERETO, AS TO
WHOM PUBLI CATI ON HAS BEEN MADE, SHALL FILE THEI R AFFI DAVI T OF
DEFENSE, AS REQUI RED BY THE SAID WRI' T, WTHI N FI FTEEN DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE LAST WEEKLY ADVERTI SEMENT OF THE SAID WRI T;] HAS
BEEN SERVED UNDER SUBSECTION (Q) (1)(l), THE SERVI CE SHALL HAVE

THE SAME EFFECT AS IF THE WRIT HAD BEEN PERSONALLY SERVED; AND

ALL THOSE NAMED THEREIN, OR ADDED THERETO, SHALL FILE THEIR

AFFI DAVIT OF DEFENSE, AS REQU RED BY THE SAID WRIT, WTHI N

FI FTEEN DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF THE SAID WRIT; AND ALL

THOSE NAVED THEREI'N OR ADDED THERETO, WHO HAVE BEEN SERVED AS | N
CASE OF A SUMMONS, SHALL FILE THEIR AFFI DAVI T OF DEFENSE, AS
REQUI RED BY SAID WRIT, WTH N FI FTEEN DAYS AFTER SUCH SERVI CE.
SERVI CE OF ANY SUCH WRI T MAY BE MADE AT ANY TIME WTH N THREE
MONTHS FROM THE DATE ON WHICH I T WAS | SSUED, BUT | T SHALL BE
SERVED AND RETURNED AT THE EARLI EST DATE PGOSSI BLE, AND THE
PLAI NTI FF MAY REQUI RE | TS RETURN AT ANY TI ME, WHETHER OR NOT I T
BE ACTUALLY SERVED.

SECTION 5. SECTION 26 OF THE ACT, AMENDED FEBRUARY 21, 2006
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(P.L.46, NO. 18), |S AVENDED TO READ:

SECTION 26. (A) |T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE PROTHONOTARI ES
OF THE COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS TO KEEP A LOCALI TY I NDEX, | N WHI CH
SHALL BE ENTERED ALL TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M5 HEREAFTER FI LED,
AND, UPON ANY WRI TTEN ORDER THEREFOR, THEY SHALL G VE A
CERTI FI CATE OF SEARCH, SHOW NG ALL THE CLAI MB FI LED AGAI NST ANY
PROPERTY. FOR SO DO NG THEY SHALL RECEI VE THE SUM OF TVENTY- FI VE
CENTS, AND FI VE CENTS ADDI TI ONAL FOR EACH CLAI M CERTI FI ED, AND
NO MORE.

[(B) (1) |IN ADDITION TO THE REQU REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ON (A),
THE DEPARTMENT OR PUBLI C OFFI Cl AL RESPONSI BLE FOR COLLECTI ON OF
DELI NQUENT TAXES IN A CI TY OF THE FI RST CLASS OR OTHER
MUNI Cl PALI TY THAT UTI LI ZES TH'S ACT FOR THE COLLECTI ON OF
DELI NQUENT TAXES, AND THE COUNTY TREASURER | N A COUNTY OF THE
SECOND CLASS, SHALL MAI NTAIN AS A PUBLI C RECORD A LI ST OF ALL
PROPERTI ES AGAI NST WHI CH TAXES WERE LEVI ED, THE WHOLE OR ANY
PART OF WHI CH WERE DUE AND PAYABLE I N A PRI OR YEAR AND VHI CH
REMAI N UNPAI D. THI'S LI ST SHALL DESCRI BE THE PROPERTY AND
| DENTI FY | TS LOCATI ON, PROVI DE THE NAME AND LAST KNOWN ADDRESS,

I NCLUDI NG THE ZI P CODE, OF THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY AND THE
AMOUNT OF UNPAI D TAXES, PENALTI ES AND | NTEREST DUE, FOR ALL
YEARS OTHER THAN THE CURRENT TAX YEAR |F TAXES ON THE LI ST ARE
PAI D OR ANOTHER SETTLEMENT HAD BEEN AGREED TO OR | F A TAX SALE
OF THE PROPERTY |S HELD, THI'S FACT SHALL BE NOTED ON THE LI ST.

(2) 1N ADDI TI ON TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ON (A), THE
DEPARTMENT OR PUBLI C OFFI Cl AL RESPONSI BLE FOR COLLECTI ON OF
DELI NQUENT TAXES MAY REPORT ANY NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, | NCLUDI NG
LI ENS, TO ONE OR MORE CONSUMER REPORTI NG AGENCI ES, AS DEFI NED BY
THE FAI R CREDI T REPORTI NG ACT (PUBLI C LAW 91-508, 15 U.S.C. §
1681 ET SEQ).]
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(B) (1) EXCEPT INCTIES OF THE FIRST CLASS AND COUNTI ES COF

THE SECOND CLASS, IN ADDITION TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ON

(A) EACH COUNTY SHALL DESI GNATE AN OFFI CE OR DEPARTMENT TO

MAI NTAIN A PUBLI C RECORD, BY PAPER LI STS AND ELECTRONI CALLY,

W TH RESPECT TO DELI NQUENT TAXES. THE RECORD SHALL BE CONSI DERED

TO BE A PUBLI C RECORD UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 21, 1957 (P.L.390,

NO 212), REFERRED TO AS THE RI GHT-TO KNOW LAW BUT SHALL NOT_ BE

CONS| DERED A CERTI FI CATI ON OF DELI NQUENT TAXES DUE OR PAI D.

(2)  ANY MUNICIPALITY THAT UTILIZES TH S ACT _FOR THE

COLLECTI ON OF DELI NQUENT TAXES IN LIEU OF THE ACT OF JULY 7,

1947 (P.L.1368, NO 542), KNOW AS THE "REAL ESTATE TAX SALE

LAW" SHALL ANNUALLY PREPARE A LIST OF ALL PROPERTI ES AGAI NST

VWH CH TAXES WERE DUE AND PAYABLE IN THE PRI OR YEAR AND WHI CH

REMAI N UNPAID. THE LIST SHALL BE G VEN UPON COVPLETI ON BY THE

MUNI Cl PALI TY ON OR BEFORE THE LAST DAY OF APRI L EACH YEAR BUT_NO

EARLI ER THAN THE FI RST DAY OF JANUARY OF THAT YEAR TO THE COFFI CE

OR DEPARTMENT DESI GNATED BY THE COUNTY UNDER CLAUSE (1) TO BE

MAI NTAINED AS A PUBLIC RECORD. THE LI ST SHALL NOT BE DEEMED A

RETURN UNDER THE " REAL ESTATE TAX SALE LAW" TF A MUNICI PALITY

HAS PREVI OQUSLY FILED A RETURN OF THE SAME DEL| NQUENT TAXES W TH

THE COUNTY TAX CLAI M BUREAU UNDER THE "REAL ESTATE TAX SALE

LAW" 1T SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM FILING THE LI ST REQUI RED UNDER

TH'S SUBSECTION. THE LI ST SHALL I NCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG FOR

EACH PROPERTY:

(1) THE ADDRESS AND PARCEL | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER OR TAX

PARCEL NUVBER.

(1) THE OMNER S NAME.

(11'1) THE LAST KNOWN ADDRESS, | NCLUDING THE ZI P CODE OF THE

OMER, |IF AVAI LABLE.

(V)  THE YEAR THE TAX BECAME DUE.
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(V) THE FACE AMOUNT CF THE TAX.

(M) THE NAVE AND CONTACT | NFORVATI ON FOR THE ENTITY

RESPONSI BLE TO COLLECT THE DELI NQUENT TAX.

(3) WTH N FORTY- FI VE_DAYS AFTER RECEI PT_OF PAYMENT I N FULL

OF ANY DELI NQUENT TAX CLAIM THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL NOTIFY THE

OFFI CE_ OR DEPARTMENT DESI GNATED BY THE COUNTY UNDER CLAUSE (1)

THAT THE TAX HAS BEEN PAI D.

(4) THE OFFI CE OR DEPARTMENT DESI GNATED BY THE COUNTY UNDER

CLAUSE (1), UPON REQUEST OF ANY PERSON OR ENTITY, SHALL | SSUE

CERTI FI CATI ONS_OF DELI NQUENT TAXES PAID. A FEE NOT TO EXCEED TEN

DOLLARS PER TAX YEAR MAY BE CHARGED TO THE PERSON OR ENTITY

REQUESTI NG THE CERTI FI CATI ON. A CERTI FI CATI ON UNDER THI S

SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE BI NDI NG UPON THE MUNI CI PALITY TO VWH CH THE

DELI NQUENT TAX | S DUE. EXCEPT_AS PROVI DED UNDER CLAUSE (5), IF

THE CERTI FI CATI ON ERRONEQUSLY LI STS A DELI NQUENT TAX AS PAI D AND

IS RELIED UPON BY A BONA FI DE PURCHASER, LESSEE OR MORTGAGEE WHO

ACQUI RES FOR VALUABLE CONSI DERATI ON AN | NTEREST I N REAL ESTATE

COVERED BY A TAX CERTIFICATION, THE MUNICI PALITY SHALL BE

ESTOPPED FROM ASSERTI NG A TAX LI EN FOR THE TAXES COVERED BY THE

CERTI FI CATI ON AGAI NST THE REAL ESTATE THAT HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED.

THE MUNIClI PALITY SHALL RETAIN A CAUSE OF ACTION IN ASSUMPSIT TO

RECOVER THE DELI NQUENT TAX DUE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE APPL| CABLE

LAW
(5) NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL AFFECT THE REQUI REMENT TO

FILE TAX CLAIMS FOR DELI NQUENT TAXES W TH THE PROTHONOTARI ES OF

THE SEVERAL COUNTIES IN TH S COMONVWEALTH | N ACCORDANCE W TH

TH'S ACT AND ALL OTHER APPLI CABLE LAWSE. A TAX CLAIM FILED WTH

THE PROTHONOTARY SHALL RENMAI N OPEN AND UNSATI SFI ED UNTI L THE

DELI NQUENT TAXES VWHI CH ARE THE SUBJECT OF THE TAX CGLAIM ARE PAI D

OR OTHERW SE DI SCHARGED OR SATI SFI ED AS PROVI DED BY LAW
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CERTI FI CATI ON THAT DELI NQUENT TAXES ARE PAI D SHALL NOT BE

BINDING UPON A MUNNCITPALITY TE A TAX A AIM RELATED TO THE

DELI NQUENT TAXES REMAI NS OPEN AND UNSATI SFI ED ON THE

PROTHONOTARY' S DOCKET AT _THE TIME THAT THE CERTIFICATION IS

| SSUED.

(6) IN THE EVENT THAT THE RECORDS OF THE OFFI CE OR

DEPARTMENT DESI GNATED BY THE COUNTY UNDER CLAUSE (1) DO NOT
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| NDI CATE THAT DELI NQUENT TAXES ARE PAID OR IF A TAX G AIM

=Y
o

REVAI NS OPEN AND UNSATI SFI ED I N THE PROTHONOTARY' S DOCKET, A

=
=

CERTI FI CATI ON OF_DELI NQUENT _TAXES DUE SHALL BE | SSUED BY OR ON

=
N

BEHALF OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY. THE CERTI FI CATI ON OF DELI NQUENT

=
w

TAXES DUE SHALL SPECI FY THE AMOUNT DUE AND OW NG THROUGH A DATE

H
o

CERTAIN AND SHALL PROVI DE_AN AMOUNT TO SATI SFY ANY TAX CLAIM

=Y
(63}

FI LED FOR THE DELI NQUENT TAXES. THE FEE FOR A CERTI FI CATI ON OF

=Y
(e}

TAXES DUE SHALL BE THE SAME AS THE FEE ESTABLI SHED UNDER CLAUSE

=
\l

(4) AND SHALL BE CHARCGEABLE BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE MUNI ClI PALITY

=Y
oo

TO THE PERSON OR ENTITY REQUESTI NG THE CERTIFI CATION. | F THE

=
O

CERTI FI ED BALANCE DUE THROUGH THE DATE PROVI DED ON THE

N
o

CERTIFICATION IS TIMELY PAI D, THE DELI NQUENT TAXES AND TAX

N
=

CLAI MS RELATING TO THE DELI NQUENT TAXES SHALL BE SATISFIED. ITF A

N
N

CERTI FI CATI ON ERRONEOQUSLY_ STATES THE BALANCE DUE AND IS RELI ED

N
w

UPON BY A BONA FI DE PURCHASER, LESSEE OR MORTGAGEE VWHO ACQUI RES

N
~

FOR VALUABLE CONSI DERATI ON AN | NTEREST | N REAL ESTATE COVERED BY

N
(63}

A TAX CERTIFICATION, THE MUNICI PALITY SHALL BE ESTOPPED FROM

N
(e}

ASSERTI NG A TAX LI EN FOR THE TAXES COVERED BY THE CERTI FI CATI ON

N
~

AGAI NST THE REAL ESTATE THAT HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED. THE

N
oo

MUNI CI PALITY SHALL RETAIN A CAUSE OF ACTION IN ASSUMPSIT TO

N
(o]

RECOVER THE DELI NQUENT TAXES DUE | N ACCORDANCE W TH APPL| CABLE

30 LAW WTH N FORTY-FI VE DAYS AFTER RECEI PT OF PAYMENT IN FULL OF
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ANY DELI NQUENT TAX GAIM THE MUNICI PALITY OR I TS AGENT SHALL

SATISFY THE LIEN FILED WTH THE PROTHONOTARY' S OFFI CE.

(G IN ADDI TION TO THE REQUI REMENTS COF SUBSECTION (A), ANY

MUNI CI PALI TY THAT UTILIZES TH S ACT FOR THE COLLECTI ON OF

DELI NQUENT TAXES MAY REPORT ANY NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, | NCLUDI NG

LIENS, TO ONE_OR MORE CONSUMER REPORTI NG AGENCI ES, AS DEFI NED BY

THE FAIR CREDI T REPORTI NG ACT (PUBLIC LAW91-508, 15 U.S.C. 8

1681 ET SEQ).

(D) EXCEPT INCITIES OF THE FI RST CLASS, COUNTIES OF THE

SECOND CLASS AND MUNICIPALITIES N COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS,

ANY CERTI FI CATI ON | SSUED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) (4) AND (6) SHALL

BE SUBJECT TO THE TIME LIM TATI ONS SET FORTH UNDER SECTION 3. 4

AND THE APPEAL PROCEDURES SET FORTH UNDER SECTION 3.5 OF THE ACT

OF _JUNE 21, 1957 (P.L.390, NO 212), REFERRED TO AS THE RIGHT-TO

SECTION 6. SECTION 31 OF THE ACT, AMENDED NOVEMBER 29, 2004
(P.L.1299, NO 163), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTION 31. THE LIEN OF A TAX OR A MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M SHALL NOT
BE DI VESTED BY ANY JUDI CI AL SALE OF THE PROPERTY LI ENED, WHERE
THE AMOUNT DUE |S | NDEFI NI TE OR UNDETERM NED, OR VWHERE THE SAME
'S NOI' DUE AND PAYABLE; NOR SHALL THE LIEN OF A TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL
CLAI' M BE DI VESTED BY ANY JUDI Cl AL SALE OF THE PROPERTY LI ENED,
AS RESPECTS SO MUCH THERECF AS THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH SALE MAY BE
I NSUFFI CI ENT TO DI SCHARGE; NOR, EXCEPT AS HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED,
SHALL A JUDI Cl AL SALE OF THE PROPERTY LI ENED, UNDER A JUDGVENT
OBTAI NED ON A TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM DI SCHARGE THE LI EN OF ANY
OTHER TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M THAN THAT UPON VWH CH SAI D SALE I S
HAD, EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT THAT THE PROCEEDS REALI ZED ARE
SUFFI CI ENT FOR | TS PAYMENT, OBTAI NED ON A TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL
CLAIM DI SCHARGE THE LI EN OF ANY OTHER TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M
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THAN THAT UPON WHI CH SAI D SALE | S HAD, EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT THAT
THE PROCEEDS REALI ZED ARE SUFFI CI ENT FOR | TS PAYMENT, AFTER
PAYI NG THE COSTS, CHARGES AND FEES, | NCLUDI NG REASONABLE
ATTORNEY FEES, EXPENSES OF THE SALE, AND OF THE WRI T UPON WH CH
I T WAS MADE, AND ANY OTHER PRI OR TAX OR MJUNI Cl PAL CLAI MS TO

VWH CH THE FUND MAY FI RST BE APPLI CABLE. ON ANY SUCH SALE BEI NG
MADE ALL TAX CLAIMS SHALL BE PAID OQUT OF THE PROCEEDS THEREOF:
FI RST, THE OLDEST TAX HAVI NG PRI ORI TY; AND MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M5
SHALL BE PAI D NEXT, THE COLDEST IN PO NT OF LI EN HAVI NG PRI ORI TY.
MORTGAGES, GROUND- RENTS, AND OTHER CHARGES ON OR ESTATES I N THE
PROPERTY WH CH WERE RECCRDED, OR CREATED WHERE RECORDI NG | S NOT
REQUI RED, BEFORE ANY TAX OTHER THAN FOR THE CURRENT YEAR ACCRUE,
OR BEFORE THE ACTUAL DO NG OF THE WORK | N FRONT OF OR UPON THE
PARTI CULAR PROPERTY FOR WHI CH THE MUNI Cl PAL CLAIM I S FI LED,
SHALL NOT BE DI STURBED BY SUCH SALE UNLESS A PRIOCR LIEN IS ALSO
DI SCHARGED THEREBY.

IN CASE THE PROPERTY BE NOT' SOLD FOR A SUM SUFFI Cl ENT TO PAY
ALL TAXES AND MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M5, TOGETHER W TH THE COSTS THEREOQN,
THE PLAI NTI FF I N ANY SUCH CLAI M MAY POSTPONE THE SALE BY
ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE ASSEMBLED BI DDERS OR AS MAY OTHERW SE BE

PROVI DED BY LOCAL RULE OR CONDI TI ONS OF SALE, W THOUT PAYMENT OF

COSTS, AND FILE HI'S PETI TI ON SETTI NG FORTH THAT MORE THAN ONE
YEAR HAS ELAPSED SINCE THE FILING OF HHS CLAIM THAT HE HAS
EXPOSED THE PROPERTY TO SHERI FF''S SALE THEREUNDER, AND WAS
UNABLE TO OBTAIN A BI D SUFFI CI ENT TO PAY THE UPSET PRICE I N
FULL; AND, IF THE PLAINTIFF IS NOT A MUNI Cl PALI TY AS DEFI NED I N
TH S ACT, THAT HE WLL BI D SUFFI Cl ENT TO PAY THE UPSET PRI CE,
AND UPON THE PRODUCTI ON OF SEARCHES OR A TI TLE | NSURANCE PCLI CY
SHOW NG THE STATE OF THE RECORD AND THE OMNERSHI P OF THE
PROPERTY, AND OF ALL TAX AND MUNI Cl PAL CLAI M5, MORTGAGES,
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GROUND- RENTS, OR OTHER CHARGES ON OR ESTATES IN THE LAND, THE
COURT SHALL GRANT A RULE UPON ALL PARTIES THUS SHOWN TO BE
| NTERESTED TO APPEAR AND SHOW CAUSE VWHY A DECREE SHOULD NOT BE
MADE THAT SAlI D PROPERTY BE SOLD, FREED, AND CLEARED OF THEI R
RESPECTI VE CLAI M5, MORTGACES, CHARGES, AND ESTATES. |F, UPON A
HEARI NG THEREAFTER, THE COURT | S SATI SFI ED THAT SERVI CE HAS BEEN
MADE OF SAI D RULE UPON THE PARTI ES RESPONDENT, | N THE MANNER
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON 39. 2, AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN THE
PETI TION BE TRUE, | T SHALL ORDER AND DECREE THAT SAlI D PROPERTY
BE SOLD AT A SUBSEQUENT SHERI FF'' S SALE DAY, TO BE FI XED BY THE
COURT W THOUT FURTHER ADVERTI SEMENT, AND THE COURT MAY FI X A
COMMON DATE AND PLACE OF SALE FOR MORE THAN ONE OF SAI D
PROPERTIES IF | T DEEMS A JO NT SALE TO BE ADVANTAGEQUS. ALL
PROPERTY AT SHERI FF' S SALE SHALL BE SOLD, CLEAR OF ALL CLAI M5,
LI ENS, MORTGAGES, CHARGES, AND ESTATES, TO THE H GHEST BI DDER AT
SUCH SALE; AND THE PROCEEDS REALI ZED THEREFROM SHALL BE
DI STRI BUTED | N ACCORDANCE WTH THE PRIORI TY OF SUCH CLAI MS; AND
THE PURCHASER AT SUCH SALE SHALL TAKE, AND FOREVER THEREAFTER
HAVE, AN ABSCLUTE TI TLE TO THE PROPERTY SOLD, FREE, AND
DI SCHARGED OF ALL TAX AND MUNI CI PAL CLAI M5, LIENS, MORTGAGES,
CHARCES, AND ESTATES OF WHATSCEVER KI ND, SUBJECT ONLY TO THE
Rl GHT OF REDEMPTI ON AS PROVI DED BY LAW | N COUNTI ES OF THE
SECOND CLASS, UPON RETURN CF THE WRIT UPON WH CH THE SALE WAS
MADE AND UPON THE EXPI RATI ON OF THE STATUTORY RI GHT OF
REDEMPTI ON AND | F NO PETI TION TO SET ASI DE THE SALE |'S PENDI NG
THE PROTHONOTARY SHALL SATI SFY ALL TAX CLAI MS AND MUNI ClI PAL
CLAI Ms DI VESTED BY THE JUDI Cl AL SALE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
ORDER OF COURT AUTHORI ZI NG SUCH SALE.

ANY PERSON | NTERESTED MAY, AT ANY TI ME BEFORE THE SALE, PAY
THE PETI TI ONER THE WHOLE OF HHS CLAIM W TH | NTEREST, COSTS,
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CHARCES, EXPENSES, FEES AND ATTORNEY FEES, WHEREUPON THE
PROCEEDI NGS ON PETI TI ON SHALL AT ONCE DETERM NE.

FOR THE PURPCSE OF ENABLI NG THE PETI TI ONER | N ANY SUCH
PROCEEDI NGS TO G VE THE NOTI CE REQUI RED, HE NMAY TAKE THE
TESTI MONY OF THE DEFENDANT IN THE CLAIM OR OF ANY OTHER PERSON
WHOM HE MAY HAVE REASON TO BELI EVE HAS KNOALEDGE OF THE
WHEREABQUTS OF ANY OF THE PARTI ES RESPONDENT, ElI THER BY
DEPCSI TI ON, COW SSI ON, OR LETTERS ROGATORY.

ANY MUNI CI PALI TY, BEING A CLAI MANT, SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT, AND
I S HEREBY EMPOVWERED, TO Bl D AND BECOVE THE PURCHASER OF THE
PROPERTY AT SUCH SALE; AND WHI LE THE SAI D PROPERTY, SO
PURCHASED, |S HELD AND OMNED BY ANY COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH,
| NCORPORATED TOWN, TOWNSHI P, SCHOOL DI STRICT OR A BODY PCLITIC
AND CORPORATE CREATED AS A MUNI Cl PAL AUTHORI TY PURSUANT TO LAW
I T SHALL NOTI' BE SUBJECT TO TAX CLAI M5, UNLESS I T BE REDEEMED BY
THE FORMER OMNER OR OTHER PERSON HAVI NG THE RI GHT TO REDEEM AS
PROVI DED BY LAW | F, HOWNEVER, A MUNI Cl PALITY SHALL BECOVE THE
PURCHASER AT SAI D SALE, THE FORVER OMNER OR OTHER PERSON,

DESI RI NG TO REDEEM SHALL PAY ALL TAXES AND MUNI Cl PAL CLAI MS
ACCRUED AND CHARCEABLE AGAI NST THE PROPERTY PRI CR TO THE SALE
THEREOF, TOGETHER W TH THE COSTS AND | NTEREST THEREON, AND ALSO
ALL TAXES AND CLAI M5, WHETHER FI LED OR NOT, WH CH WOULD HAVE
ACCRUED AND BECOVE CHARGEABLE AGAI NST THE PROPERTY HAD THE SAME
BEEN PURCHASED AT THE SALE BY SOME PARTY OTHER THAN THE

MUNI CI PALI TY.

UPON THE DELI VERY BY THE SHERI FF OF A DEED FOR ANY PROPERTY
SOLD UNDER A TAX OR MUNI CI PAL CLAIM THE JUDGVENT UPON VWHI CH
SUCH SALE WAS HAD SHALL THEREUPON AND FOREVER THEREAFTER BE
FI NAL AND CONCLUSI VE AS TO ALL MATTERS OF DEFENSE WH CH COULD
HAVE BEEN RAI SED | N THE PROCEEDI NG, | NCLUDI NG PAYMENT, AND NO
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ERROR OR | RREGULARI TY I N OBTAI NI NG OR ENTERI NG OF SUCH JUDGVENT
SHALL EFFECT THE VALI DI TY THERECF.

SECTION 7. SECTION 39.2 OF THE ACT, AVMENDED FEBRUARY 7, 1996
(P.L.1, NO 1) AND AUGUST 14, 2003 (P.L.83, NO 20), IS AMENDED TO
READ:

SECTION 39.2. (A) INCTIES OF THE FIRST CLASS, NOTICE OF A
RULE TO SHOW CAUSE VWHY A PROPERTY SHOULD NOT BE SOLD FREE AND
CLEAR OF ALL ENCUMBRANCES | SSUED BY A COURT PURSUANT TO A
PETI TI ON FI LED BY A CLAI MANT UNDER SECTI ON 31.2 OF TH S ACT
SHALL BE SERVED BY THE CLAI MANT UPON OMNERS, MORTGAGEES, HOLDERS
OF GROUND RENTS, LIENS AND CHARGES OR ESTATES OF WHATSOEVER Kl ND
AS FOLLOWE:

(1) BY POSTING A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE PETI TI ON AND
RULE ON THE MOST PUBLI C PART OF THE PROPERTY;

(2) BY MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL TO THE ADDRESS REG STERED
BY ANY | NTERESTED PARTY PURSUANT TO SECTION 39.1 OF THI S ACT A
TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE PETI TI ON AND RULE; AND

(3) BY REVIEWNG A TI TLE SEARCH, TI TLE I NSURANCE POLI CY OR

TAX | NFORVATI ON CERTI FI CATE THAT | DENTI FI ES | NTERESTED PARTI ES
OF RECORD WHO HAVE NOT REGQ STERED THEI R ADDRESSES PURSUANT TO
SECTION 39.1 OF THIS ACT, THE G TY SHALL MAIL BY FI RST CLASS
MAI L AND EI THER BY CERTI FI ED MAI L, RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED, OR
BY REA STERED MAI L TO SUCH ADDRESSES AS APPEAR ON THE RESPECTI VE
RECORDS RELATI NG TO THE PREM SES A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE
PETI TI ON AND RULE.
SERVI CE OF NOTI CE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEEMED
ACCOWVPLI SHED ON THE DATE OF MAILING THE CTY SHALL FILE AN
AFFI DAVI T OF SERVI CE W TH THE COURT PRI OR TO SEEKI NG A DECREE
ORDERI NG THE SALE OF THE PREM SES.

(A-1) I N COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS AND MUNI ClI PALI Tl ES
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THEREI'N, NOTI CE OF A RULE TO SHOW CAUSE VWHY A PROPERTY SHOULD
NOT BE SOLD FREE AND CLEAR OF ALL LI ENS AND ENCUMBRANCES | SSUED
BY A COURT PURSUANT TO A PETITION FI LED BY A CLAI MANT UNDER
SECTIONS [28] 31 AND 31.1 OF THIS ACT SHALL BE SERVED BY THE
CLAI MANT UPON OWNERS, MORTGACEES, HOLDERS OF GROUND RENTS, LIENS
AND CHARGES OR ESTATES OF WHATSCEVER KI ND AS FOLLOWE:

(1) BY POSTING A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE PETI TI ON AND
RULE ON THE MOST PUBLI C PART OF THE PROPERTY.

(2) BY REVIEWNG A TI TLE SEARCH, TI TLE I NSURANCE POLI CY OR
TAX | NFORVATI ON CERTI FI CATE THAT | DENTI FI ES | NTERESTED PARTI ES
OF RECORD, THE [ COUNTY OR] MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL MAI L BY FI RST CLASS
MAI L AND EI THER BY CERTI FI ED MAI L, RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED, OR
BY CERTI FI CATE OF MAI LI NG TO SUCH ADDRESSES AS APPEAR ON THE
RESPECTI VE RECORDS RELATI NG TO THE PREM SES A TRUE AND CORRECT
COPY OF THE PETI TI ON AND RULE. NOTI CE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON
SHALL BE DEEMED ACCOWPLI SHED ON THE DATE OF MAI LI NG THE [ COUNTY
OR] MUNI CI PALI TY SHALL FILE AN AFFIDAVIT OF SERVI CE W TH THE
COURT PRI OR TO SEEKI NG A DECREE ORDERI NG THE SALE OF THE
PREM SES[.] WHI CH SHALL I NCLUDE A LI ST OF THOSE PERSONS OR

ENTI T1 ES WHOSE NOTI FI CATI ON UNDER THI' S SECTI ON WAS RETURNED BY

THE POST OFFI CE AS UNDEL| VERABLE.

(A.2) EXCEPT INCITIES CF THE FIRST CLASS, COUNTIES OF THE

SECOND CLASS AND MUNI CI PALI TI ES LOCATED IN COUNTI ES OF THE

SECOND CLASS, NOTICE OF A RULE TO SHOW CAUSE WHY A PROPERTY

SHOULD NOT_ _BE SOLD FREE AND CLEAR OF ALL LI ENS AND ENCUMBRANCES

| SSUED BY A COURT PURSUANT TO A PETITION FILED BY A CLAI MANT

UNDER SECTI ON 31 SHALL BE SERVED BY THE CLAI MANT UPON OMNERS,

MORTGAGEES, HOLDERS OF GROUND RENTS, LIENS AND CHARGES OR

ESTATES OF WHATSCEVER KIND AS FOLLOWE:

(1) BY POSTING A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY COF THE PETI TI ON AND
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RULE ON THE MOST PUBLI C PART OF THE PROPERTY.

(2) BY REVIEWNG A TITLE SEARCH, TITLE I NSURANCE POLI CY OR

TAX | NFORVATI ON CERTI FI CATE THAT | DENTI FI ES | NTERESTED PARTI ES

OF RECORD, THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL MAIL BY FIRST CLASS NMAI L AND

El THER BY CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED, OR BY

CERTI FI CATE OF_NMAI LI NG TO SUCH ADDRESSES AS APPEAR ON THE

RESPECTI VE RECORDS RELATI NG TO THE PREM SES A TRUE AND CORRECT

COPY OF THE PETI TI ON AND RULE. NOTI CE PURSUANT TO THI' S

SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE DEEMED ACCOMPLI SHED ON THE DATE OF MNAI LI NG

THE MUNICI PALITY SHALL FILE AN AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE WTH THE

COURT_PRI OR TO SEEKI NG A DECREE ORDERI NG THE SALE OF THE

PREM SES WHI CH SHALL I NCLUDE A LI ST OF THOSE PERSONS OR ENTI TI ES

VWHOSE NOTI FI CATI ON UNDER THI' S SECTI ON WAS RETURNED BY THE POST

OFFI CE AS UNDEL| VERABLE.

(B) NO PARTY WHOSE | NTEREST DI D NOT APPEAR ON A TITLE
SEARCH, TI TLE I NSURANCE POLI CY OR TAX | NFORVATI ON CERTI FI CATE OR
WHO FAI LED TO ACCURATELY REG STER HI' S | NTEREST AND ADDRESS
PURSUANT TO SECTION 39.1 OF THI S ACT SHALL HAVE STANDI NG TO
COWPLAIN OF | MPROPER NOTICE | F THE I TY SHALL HAVE COWPLI ED W TH
SUBSECTI ON (A) OF THIS SECTION. THI S PROVI SI ON SHALL NOT APPLY
| F THE MORTGAGE OR | NTEREST WAS OTHERW SE PROPERLY RECORDED | N
THE OFFI CE OF THE RECORDER OF DEEDS AND THE DOCUMENT CONTAI NS A
CURRENT ADDRESS SUFFI CI ENT TO SATI SFY THE NOTI CE REQUI REMENTS OF
TH'S SECTI ON. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER REQUI REMENT SET FORTH | N
TH'S ACT OR ANY OTHER LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE NOTI CE REQUI RED
BY SUBSECTION (A) OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE THE ONLY
NOTI CE REQUI RED BEFORE A COURT MAY ENTER A DECREE ORDERI NG A TAX
SALE.

(B.1) NO PARTY WHOSE | NTEREST DI D NOT APPEAR ON A TI TLE
SEARCH OR TI TLE I NSURANCE PQOLI CY, BECAUSE OF THE PARTY'S FAI LURE
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TO RECORD OR PROPERLY RECORD | TS | NTEREST, SHALL HAVE STANDI NG
TO COVMPLAI N OF | MPROPER NOTI CE | F THE COUNTY OR MJUNI Cl PALI TY
SHALL HAVE COWPLI ED W TH SUBSECTI ON (A.1). TH' S PROVI SI ON SHALL
NOT APPLY | F THE MORTGAGE OR | NTEREST WAS OTHERW SE PROPERLY
RECORDED IN THE OFFI CE OF THE RECORDER OF DEEDS AND THE DOCUMENT
CONTAI' NS A CURRENT ADDRESS SUFFI CI ENT TO SATI SFY THE NOTI CE
REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SECTI ON. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
REQUI REMENT SET FORTH BY SUBSECTI ON (A. 1), NOTI CE THEREUNDER
SHALL CONSTI TUTE THE ONLY NOTI CE REQUI RED BEFORE A COURT MAY
ENTER A DECREE ORDERI NG A TAX SALE FREE AND CLEAR OF LI ENS.
(B.2) IF THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL HAVE COWPLI ED W TH

SUBSECTI ON (A.2), NO PARTY VHOSE | NTEREST DI D NOT APPEAR ON A

TITLE SEARCH OR TITLE | NSURANCE PCOLI CY BECAUSE OF THE PARTY' S

FAI LURE TO RECORD OR PROPERLY RECORD | TS | NTEREST SHALL HAVE

STANDI NG TO COVPLAIN OF | MPROPER NOTICE. TH' S PROVI SI ON SHALL

NOT_APPLY | F THE MORTGAGE OR | NTEREST WAS OTHERW SE PROPERLY

RECORDED IN THE OFFI CE OF THE RECORDER OF DEEDS AND THE DOCUVENT

CONTAI NS A CURRENT ADDRESS SUFFI ClI ENT TO SATI SFY THE NOTI CE

REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER

REQUI REVMENT OF SUBSECTI ON (A.2), NOTI CE THEREUNDER SHALL

CONSTI TUTE THE ONLY NOTI CE REQUI RED BEFORE A COURT NAY ENTER A

DECREE ORDERI NG A TAX SALE FREE AND CLEAR OF LI ENS.

(© NOTICE OF THE COURT' S DECREE ORDERI NG A TAX SALE,
TOGETHER W TH THE TI ME, PLACE AND DATE OF THE SALE, SHALL BE
SERVED BY FI RST CLASS MAI L ON ALL PARTIES SERVED W TH THE
PETI TI ON AND RULE, ON ANY PARTI ES WHOSE | NTEREST APPEARED OF
RECORD AFTER THE FI LI NG OF THE PETI TI ON BUT BEFORE THE COURT' S
DECREE AND ON ANY CREDI TOR WHO HAS OBTAI NED JUDGVENT AGAI NST THE
OMER OF THE PREM SES PRI OR TO THE DATE OF THE DECREE. THE CI TY
SHALL FILE AN AFFI DAVIT OF SERVI CE OF THESE NOTI CES PRI OR TO THE
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DATE OF THE SALE.

(D) EXCEPT IN CITIES OF THE FI RST CLASS, | N SALES PURSUANT
NOTI CE OF THE COURT' S DECREE ORDERI NG A TAX SALE, TOGETHER W TH
THE TI ME, PLACE AND DATE OF THE SALE, SHALL BE SERVED ALONG W TH
THE NOTI CE OF SHERI FF' S SALE AND SHALL BE PROVI DED TO ALL
PARTI ES ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE NOTI CE PURSUANT TO PA. R C. P.

NO. 3129. 1 (RELATING TO SALE OF REAL PROPERTY; NOTI CE;
AFFI DAVIT) .

(E) EXCEPT IN CITIES OF THE FI RST CLASS, | N SALES PURSUANT
TO A PETI TION FI LED BY A CLAI MANT UNDER SECTI ON 28 OR 31, NOTI CE
OF THE COURT' S DECREE ORDERI NG A SALE, TOGETHER W TH THE TI ME,
PLACE AND DATE OF THE SALE, SHALL BE SERVED BY FI RST CLASS MNAI L
UPON ALL PARTI ES WHO RECEI VE NOTI CE PURSUANT TO PA. R C. P.
NO. 3129.1 PRIOR TO THE I NI TI AL SALE. NOTI CE UNDER THI S SECTI ON
SHALL BE PROVI DED NO LATER THAN SEVEN DAYS PRI OR TO THE
CONTI NUED SALE.

SECTION 8. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG SECTI ONS TO READ:

SECTI ON 42. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW _ANY

TAXING DISTRICT IN TH S COVMONWEALTH MAY ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO

COLLECT TAXES UNDER THI S ACT EXCLUSI VELY AND | NDEPENDENTLY OF

ANY OTHER STATUTE GOVERNI NG THE COLLECTI ON OF TAXES, | NCLUDI NG

THE ACT OF JULY 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, NO. 542), KNOMW AS THE "REAL

ESTATE TAX SALE LAW" AND | NDEPENDENT OF ANY COUNTY TAX CLAIM

BUREAU. ANY TAXI NG DI STRI CT VWH CH ADOPTS A RESOLUTI ON TO COLLECT

TAXES UNDER THI' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT_BE REQUI RED TO COVPLY W TH

ANY OF THE PROCEDURES OR PROVI SIONS OF THE "REAL ESTATE TAX SALE

LAW" 1 NCLUDI NG THE OBLI GATI ON TO MAKE ANNUAL RETURNS TO ANY

COUNTY TAX CLAIM BUREAU. FOR THE PURPOSES OF TH S SECTION, THE

TERM "TAXI NG DI STRI CT" SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS G VEN TO
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1 1T UNDER SECTION 102 OF THE "REAL ESTATE TAX SALE LAW"

2 SECTION 43. | F ANY PROVISION OF TH S ACT OR | TS APPLI CATI ON
3 TO ANY PERSON OR Cl RCUMBTANCE |'S HELD | NVALI D OR UNENFORCEABLE,
4 THE REMAINDER OF TH S ACT OR THE APPLI CATI ON OF THE PROVI SI ONS
5 TO OTHER PERSONS OR Cl RCUMSTANCES SHALL NOT BE AFFECTED.

6 SECTION 9. THI'S ACT SHALL APPLY AS FOLLOWS:

7 (1) THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 3 OF THE ACT SHALL APPLY
8 RETROACTI VELY TO JANUARY 1, 2005.

9 (2) THE AMVENDMENT OF SECTI ON 26 OF THE ACT SHALL APPLY
10 RETROACTI VELY TO JANUARY 1, 2005.

11 (3) THE ADDI TI ON OF SECTI ON 42 OF THE ACT SHALL APPLY
12 RETROACTI VELY TO JANUARY 1, 2005.

13 SECTION 10. THI'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWS:

14 (1) TH'S SECTI ON SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.

15 (2) THE FOLLON NG PROVI SI ONS SHALL TAKE EFFECT JANUARY
16 1, 20009:

17 (1) THE AMVENDMENT OF SECTI ON 26 OF THE ACT.

18 (I1) SECTION 9(2) OF TH'S ACT.

19 (3) THE REMAINDER OF THI'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60
20 DAYS.
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