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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 542 55
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AN ACT
Establ i shing nultijurisdictional |aw enforcenent drug task
forces; and providing for the powers and duties of the

Pennsyl vani a State Poli ce.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Drug Task
Forces Act.

Section 2. Drug task forces established.

(a) Purposes.--The Pennsylvania State Police shall establish
mul tijurisdictional |aw enforcenent drug task forces with the
fol | ow ng purposes:

(1) Preventing the entry of illegal drugs into and
preventing the novenent of illegal drugs from place to place

i n Pennsyl vani a.

(2) Renoving violent felons, illegal firearns, including

straw purchases, and illegal drugs from designated target

ur ban nei ghbor hoods.
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(b) Powers and duties.--The task force shall:
(1) Conduct investigations focused on preventing the:
(1) Entry of drugs into Pennsylvania through
seaports, airports, train and bus stations, highways and
ot her points of entry.
(1i) Movenent of illegal drugs fromplace to place

i n Pennsyl vania, including, but not limted to, the use

of the interstate highway systemto transport the ill egal

dr ugs.
(2) Wrk with the United States Postal Service and
private parcel post conpanies to prevent the shipnent of
illegal drugs into and the novenent of illegal drugs from
pl ace to place in Pennsyl vani a.
(3) Designate target urban nei ghborhoods for a
conprehensive crinme-fighting programto renove viol ent
felons, illegal firearnms and illegal drugs that includes
intelligence gathering, arrests and highly visible saturation
patrols.
(4) Assist other |aw enforcenent agencies in the
prosecution of crinmes uncovered through investigations
conducted by the task forces.
Section 3. Drug task force nmenbership.

The Pennsylvania State Police shall enter into agreenents
with the Ofice of Attorney General and other | aw enforcenent
agencies both within and wi t hout Pennsylvania, to serve on the

task forces and to cooperate with the Pennsylvania State Police

in investigating activities relating to the entry of illegal
drugs into and the novenent of illegal drugs from place to place
in Pennsylvania and in renoving violent felons, illegal firearns
and illegal drugs from designated nei ghborhoods.
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1 Section 4. Powers and duties of Pennsylvania State Police.

2 The Pennsylvania State Police shall have the foll ow ng powers
3 and duties:

4 (1) Establish and supervise nultijurisdictional |aw

5 enforcenment drug task forces as provided for in sections 2
6 and 3.

7 (2) Coordinate the activities of the drug task forces
8 with the activities of other investigative and prosecutory
9 | aw enf or cenent agenci es.

10 (3) Direct and supervise the formulation of drug task
11 force policies and operating procedures.
12 (4) Provide any necessary training for drug task force
13 menbers to encourage task force operation as a coordi nated
14 unit.
15 (5) Adm nister any Federal, State, |local or private
16 appropriations or grant funds nade available for the
17 operation of the drug task forces.
18 Section 5. Effective date.
19 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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