PRINTER S NO. 566

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 523 %5

I NTRODUCED BY ORI E, RHOADES, COSTA, KI TCHEN, FONTANA
WASHI NGTQN, STACK, LOGAN, GREENLEAF, M WVH TE, RAFFERTY AND
WONDERLI NG, MARCH 19, 2007

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 19, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and admi nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determ ned,” establishing the Ofice of

21 Wnen's Health within the Departnent of Health and providing
22 for its powers and duties.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:
25 Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
26 as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, is amended by adding a

27 section to read:



Section 2126. Ofice of Whnen's Health.--(a) The Ofice of

VWnen's Health is established within the Departnent of Health.

(b)Y The office shall

(1) Educate and advocate for wonen's health by requesting

that the Departnent of Health, either on its own or in

partnership with other entities, establish appropriate foruns,

prograns or initiatives designed to educate the public regarding

wonen's health with an enphasis on preventive health care and

healthy |ifestyles.

(2) Assist the Secretary of Health in identifying,

coordi nati ng and establishing priorities for prograns, Services

and resources the State should provide for wonen's heal th i ssues

and concerns relating to the reproducti ve, nenopausal and

post nenopausal phases of a wonman's life, with an enphasis on

post nenopausal heal t h.

(3) Serve as a cl eari nghouse and resource for infornmation

regardi ng wonen's health data, strateqies, services and prograns

t hat address wonen's health i ssues, including the foll ow ng:

(i) Diseases that significantly inpact wonen, incl uding

heart di sease, cancer and oSt eoporosi s.

(ii) Menopause.

(iii) Mental health

(iv) Substance abuse.

(v) Sexually transmtted di seases.

(vi) Sexual assault and donestic viol ence.

(4) Collect, classify and anal yze rel evant research

i nformati on and data conducted or conpil ed by:

(i) the Departnent of Health; or

(ii) other entities in collaboration with the Departnent of

Health and provide interested persons with i nformati on regardi ng
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the research results, except as prohi bited by | aw

(5) Devel op and recommend fundi ng and program activities for

educating the public on wonen's health initiatives, including

the foll ow ng:

(i) Health needs throughout a wonan's |ife.

(ii) Diseases that significantly affect wonen, incl uding

heart di sease, cancer and oSt eoporosi s.

(iii) Access to health care for wonmen

(iv) Poverty and wonen's heal th.

(v) The | eading causes of norbidity and nortality for wonen.

(vi) Special health concerns of mnority wonen.

(6) WNMake recommendati ons to the Secretary of Heal th

regardi ng prograns that address wonen's health i ssues for

inclusion in the Departnent of Health's budget and strateqic

(7) Seek funding fromprivate or governnental entities to

carry out the purposes of this section.

(8) Prepare materials for publication and di sseni nation to

the public on wonen's heal th.

(9) Conduct public educational foruns in this Commonweal th

to raise public awareness and to educate citizens about wonen's

health prograns, issues and services.

(10) Coordinate the activities and prograns of the office

with other entities that focus on wonen's health or wonen's

i ssues.

(11) Represent the Secretary of Health, upon request, before

the General Assenbly.

(12) Provide an annual report to the Governor and the

CGCeneral Assenbly reqgardi ng the successes of the prograns of the

office, priorities and services needed for wonen's health in
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this Commonweal th and areas for inprovenent.

(c) Neither the director nor any enpl oye of the office nmay

advocate, pronote, refer to or otherw se advance aborti on or

abortifacients.

(d) The Secretary of Health shall appoint persons to staff

the office, including the director of the office and any ot her

enpl oyes that the Secretary of Health determ nes are necessary.

(e) The enpl oyes appoi nted under subsection (d) shall report

to the director and the director shall report to the Secretary

of Heal t h.

(f) The director shall supervise the enpl oyes assigned to

the office and oversee the adnmi nistrative functions of the

office.

(g) (1) The Secretary of Health shall appoint an advi sory

committee on wonen's health to assist in advising the director

regardi ng the duties required under this section.

(2) The advisory conmittee shall be conpri sed of persons

with an expertise in and a know edge of wonen's health issues in

this Conmonweal t h.

(3) The Secretary of Health shall:

(i) Determ ne the nunber of persons to serve on the advisory

conmi tt ee.

(ii) Appoint a chairperson or co-chairperson for the

advi sory conm ttee.

(iii) Establish the policies and procedures under which the

advi sory conmittee operates.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

L19L71JS/ 20070S0523B0566 - 4 -



