PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 502 PRINTER S NOo. 1097

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 455 %5

| NTRODUCED BY VANCE, EARLL, BOSCOLA, FONTANA, MADI GAN, O PAKE,
ORI E, PUNT, RAFFERTY, STACK, M WH TE, WONDERLI NG CORMAN,
BROWNE, KI TCHEN AND Mcl LHI NNEY, MARCH 14, 2007

SENATOR TOMLI NSON, CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL
LI CENSURE, AS AMENDED, JUNE 6, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.216, No.76), entitled "An
act relating to dentistry; defining and providing for the
licensing and registration of dentists and dental hygienists,
and for the revocation and suspension of such licenses and
regi strations, subject to appeal, and for their
rei nstatenent; defining the powers and duties of the State
Dental Council and Exam ning Board and the Departnent of
Public Instruction; providing penalties; and repealing
existing laws," further providing for the definitions of
"dental hygienist" and "board"; providing for the definition
of “+ndependent "PUBLI C HEALTH dental hygi ene practitioner”;
further providing for the general powers of the State Board
of Dentistry and for radi ol ogic procedures, education and

training; and providing for the tndependent practice of
PUBLI C HEALTH dent al hygi eni st s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "dental hygienist" and "board"
in section 2 of the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.216, No.76), known
as The Dental Law, amended February 9, 1984 (P.L.23, No.9), are
anended and the section is anmended by adding a definition to
read:

Section 2. Definitions.--* * *
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A "Dental Hygienist" is one who is legally licensed as such

by the [said dental council and exam ning board] State Board of

Dentistry to performthose educational, preventive, and
t herapeutic services and procedures that |icensed dental

hygi eni sts are educated to perform Licensed dentists may assign
to [their enployed] dental hygienists intra-oral procedures

whi ch the hygi eni sts have been educated to perform and which
require their professional conpetence and skill but which do not
require the professional conpetence and skill of the [enpl oyer-
dentist] dentist. Such assignnents shall be under the
supervision of a |licensed dentist. Such performance of intra-
oral procedures by licensed dental hygienists shall be in the

such as [schools, hospitals, orphanages, and sanitoria or State <—

heal th cars.] PRESCRI BED UNDER SECTI ON 11.9(B). Dental <—

hygi eni sts certified as independent PUBLI C HEALTH dental hygi ene <—

practitioners may performintra-oral procedures w thout the

assignment of a dentist pursuant to section 11.9. The foregoing

shall not be construed as authorizing the assignnment of

di agnosi ng, treatnment planning and witing prescriptions for
drugs or witing authorizations for restorative, prosthetic, or
ort hodonti c appliances. The board shall issue rules setting
forth the necessary education and defining the procedures that
may be performed by dental hygienists |icensed under this act

i ncl udi ng those procedures that may be perfornmed under direct
and general supervi sion.

The word "board,"™ as used in this act, neans the [State

Dental Council and Exami ning Board] State Board of Dentistry.

* * %

“Independent "PUBLI C HEALTH Dental Hygi ene Practitioner” <—
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means a |licensed dental hygi eni st who nmay perform educati onal ,

preventati ve, therapeutic and intra-oral procedures which the

hygi eni st is educated to performand which requires the

hygi eni st's prof essi onal conpetence and skill but which do not

requi re the professional conpetence and skill of a denti st

w thout the authorization, assi gnnent or exani nation of a

dentist, and who is certified by the State Board of Dentistry as

havi nqg sati sfied the requirenents of section 11.9. lndependent

PUBLI C HEALTH dental hygi ene practitioners nmay only engage in

pr of essi onal practice in the practice sites enunerated in

section 11.9(b).
Seetton—2—Seetton—3{d}—ot—theact—anended-—Dbecernber—27—
1994 (P 1361 No—160+——+s—anendedtoread—
SECTION 2. SECTION 3(D) AND (J.2) OF THE ACT, AMENDED OR

ADDED DECEMBER 27, 1994 (P.L.1361, NO 160) AND JULY 11, 1996
(P.L.657, NO 113), ARE AMENDED TO READ

Section 3. General Powers of the State Board of Dentistry.--
The State Board of Dentistry (hereinafter called the board)
shall have the foll ow ng powers and duties:

* x *

(d) To provide for and to regulate the licensing, and to
license as a dental hygienist, after exam nation, any duly
qgqual i fied person, not |ess than eighteen years of age, of good
noral character, not addicted to the use of intoxicating |iquor
or narcotic drugs, who has obtained the required education[,
together with a certificate or diploma froman approved
institution or college] for the training of dental hygienists[.]

froman approved institution or coll ege that neets or exceeds

the m ni num st andards establi shed by an approved United States

Depart ment of Educati on-recogni zed regi onal accrediting agency
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or the Anerican Dental Associ ati on Conmi ssi on on Dent al

Accreditation. The board shall, consistent with this act, adopt

regul ations providing for the general supervision and practice
of dental hygienists under this act.

* x *

(J.2) (1) TO ADOPT, PROMULGATE AND ENFORCE RULES AND
REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG REQUI REMENTS FOR CONTI NUI NG DENTAL
EDUCATI ON TO BE MET BY PERSONS LI CENSED OR CERTI FI ED UNDER THI S

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

ACT. THE BOARD SHALL APPROVE SPONSORS OF CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON

=Y
o

COURSES WTHI N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF REGULATI ONS

=
=

ADOPTED TO ENFORCE THI S SUBSECTI ON. NO CREDI T MAY BE @ VEN FOR

=
N

COURSES | N OFFI CE MANAGEMENT OR PRACTI CE BUI LDI NG THE BOARD NAY

=
w

WAl VE ALL OR PART OF THE CONTI NU NG EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENT TO A

H
o

LI CENSEE WHO SHOWS TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE BOARD THAT HE OR

=Y
(63}

SHE WAS UNABLE TO COMPLETE THE REQUI REMENT DUE TO | LLNESS,

=Y
(e}

EMERGENCY OR HARDSHI P.

=
\l

(2) THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS SHALL BE SATI SFACTORI LY

=Y
oo

COVPLETED | N ACCORDANCE W TH BOARD REGULATI ONS AS A PRECEDENT TO

=
O

Bl ENNI AL RENEWAL OF A LI CENSE OR CERTI FI CATI ON:

N
o

(1) THRTY CREDIT HOURS FOR A PERSON LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE

N
=

DENTI STRY.

N
N

(1) TWVENTY CREDI T HOURS FOR A PERSON LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE

N
w

DENTAL HYA ENE. FOR A PUBLI C HEALTH DENTAL HYAE ENI ST, FI VE

N
~

HOURS SHALL BE PUBLI C HEALTH RELATED COURSES.

N
(63}

(I'11) TEN CREDIT HOURS FOR A PERSON CERTI FI ED TO PRACTI CE

N
(e}

EXPANDED FUNCTI ON DENTAL ASSI STI NG

N
~

(3) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SUBSECTI ON, ONE CREDI T HOUR

N
oo

SHALL BE DEFI NED AS ONE CLOCK HOUR OF | NSTRUCTI ON.

* * %

N
(o]

30 Section 3. Section 11.4(a) of the act, added Decenber 20,
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1985 (P.L.513, No.118), is anmended and the section is anended by
addi ng subsections to read:

Section 11.4. Radiologic Procedures; Education and Trai ning
Required.--(a) On and after January 1, 1987, no auxiliary
per sonnel except dental hygi eni sts and independent PUBLI C HEALTH <—

dental hygi ene practitioners shall performradi ol ogi c procedures

on the prem ses of the dentist unless such person is under the
di rect supervision of a dentist who is on the prem ses at the
time the X-ray is taken and unl ess such person has passed an
exam nation approved by the board and adm ni stered in accordance
with section 812.1 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175)
known as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929."

* * %

(e) Notwi thstandi ng the supervision requirenents of this

act, anindependent A PUBLI C HEALTH dental hygi ene practiti oner <—

may performradi ol ogi cal procedures in any setting w thout

supervision of a dentist on or after the effective date of this

subsecti on.

(f) A dental hygi enist nay performradi ol ogi c procedures in

any setting under the general supervision of a |licensed denti st.

For the purposes of this subsection, "general supervision" neans

supervi sion by a denti st who exanm nes the patient, devel ops a

dental treatnment plan, authorizes the performance of the

radi ol ogi c services to be perforned within one year of the

exam nation, and takes full professional responsibility for

perfornmance of the dental hygi eni st.

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
Section 11.9. Ilndependent PUBLI C HEALTH Dental Hygi ene <—
Practitioner.--(a) Independent PUBLI C HEALTH dental hygi ene <—

practitioners nust satisfy and shall be certified by the board
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upon neeting the following criteria:
2t Leti : I | eiaht_| e ed_t : -
(1) WMET THE REQUI REMENTS FOR A DENTAL HYA ENI ST LI CENSE AND <—

SUCCESSFULLY PASSED THE REQUI RED EXAM NATI ON FOR A DENTAL

HYG ENI ST

(2) COVPLETION OF THREE THOUSAND SI X HUNDRED HOURS OF

practi ce under the supervision of a |licensed denti st.

2> (3) Purchase of a mal practice policy in an anpunt <—

deternined to be adequate by the board.

(b)Y The professional practice of an—independent A PUBLIC <—
HEALTH dental hygi ene practiti oner shall be limted to the

foll owi ng practice sites:

(1) School s.

(2) Correctional facilities.

(3) "Health care facility" as defined in section 802.1 of

the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the "Health

Care Facilities Act."

(4) "Personal care hone" as defined in section 1001 of the

act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the "Public

VWl fare Code. "

(5) "Domiciliary care" as defined in section 2202-A of the

act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The

Admi ni strati ve Code of 1929."

(6) An "older adult daily living center" as defined in

section 2 of the act of July 11, 1990 (P.L.499, No.118), known

as the "AOder Adult Daily Living Centers Licensing Act."

(7) A "facility" as defined in section 3 of the act of June

18, 1984 (P.L.391, No.82), known as the "Continui ng-Care

Provi der Reqi stration and D scl osure Act."

(8) A FEDERALLY QUALI FI ED HEALTH CENTER. <—
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{8y (9) A public or private institution under the <—

jurisdiction of a Federal, State or |ocal agency.

{9 (10) Oher institutions the board deens appropri ate. <—

(€ THE PUBLI C HEALTH DENTAL HYG ENI ST SHALL REFER THE <—

PATI ENT _TO A LI CENSED DENTI ST ON AN ANNUAL BASIS. THE FAILURE TO

SEE_A DENTI ST AS REFERRED SHALL NOT PREVENT THE PATI ENT FROM

CONTI NUI NG TO RECEI VE TREATMENT FROM THE PUBLI C HEALTH DENTAL

HYG ENI ST.

(D) A SCHOOL DENTAL HYG ENIST WHO IS LI CENSED AS A PUBLI C

HEALTH DENTAL HYA ENI ST AND WHO, AS A CERTI FI ED EDUCATI ON

SPECIALI ST 1S REQUIRED TO OBTAI N CONTI NUI NG PROFESSI ONAL

EDUCATI ON UNDER THI S ACT AND UNDER SECTI ON 1205.2 OF THE ACT OF

MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), KNOMW AS THE "PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE

OF 1949," SHALL BE PERM TTED TO SUBM T_EVI DENCE COF THE

COVPLETI ON OF EDUCATI ON COURSES APPROVED FOR THEI R CERTI FI CATI ON

BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

SECTION 5. THE PROVI SIONS OF 49 PA. CODE § 33.205(D)(1)
( RELATI NG TO PRACTI CE AS A DENTAL HYG ENI ST) ARE ABROGATED.

Section 5 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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