PRINTER S NO. 445

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 398 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MUSTO, BOSCOLA, ERI CKSON, RAFFERTY, FONTANA,
STACK, WASHI NGTON, STOUT, COSTA, KITCHEN, FERLO, O PAKE,
BROMWNE, EARLL, KASUN C, LAVALLE, WOZNI AK, DI NNI VAN, HUGHES
AND RHOADES, MARCH 13, 2007

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 13, 2007
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing a program of | oan forgiveness for teachers in
foreign | anguage, mathematics and science; and inposing
powers and duties on the Pennsylvania H gher Education
Assi st ance Agency.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Hi gh-Need
Teachers Loan Forgi veness Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The nunber of college students planning to enter the
t eachi ng profession in high-need subject areas is inadequate
to nmeet the need for teachers in our public schools.
(2) In order to establish and nmaintain its place in an
i ncreasingly global and international econony, this

Commonweal th nmust educate nore workers trained in foreign

| anguage, mat hematics and sci ence.
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(3) Paynment of a portion of student |oans for certified
teachers serves the inportant public purpose of encouraging
student to pursue degrees in high-need subject areas and to
teach hi gh-need subject areas in the public schools of this
Conmonweal t h.

(4) Increasing the nunber of students and teachers in
hi gh- need subject areas will contribute to the economc
devel opnent of this Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the

Commonweal t h.
"Hi gh-need subject area.” Any of the foll ow ng:
(1) Foreign | anguage.
(2) WMathemati cs.
(3) Science.
"Program " The Hi gh-Need Teachers Loan Forgi veness Program
establ i shed in section 6.
"Qualified applicant.” Any of the follow ng:
(1) A qualified foreign | anguage appli cant.
(2) A qualified nmathenatics applicant.
(3) A qualified science applicant.
"Qualified foreign | anguage applicant.” An individual who
neets all of the following criteria:
(1) Holds a degree from an undergraduate or graduate

institution of higher education.
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(2) Is certified by the departnent to teach foreign
| anguage.

(3) Executes a sworn affidavit, under penalty of
perjury, that the person does not have a delingquent paynent
owi ng to any Commonweal t h agency.

(4) Is hired for enploynment subsequent to the effective
date of this act to be a full-tine pernmanent teacher in a
school district in this Commonweal t h.

(5) Applies for the programin the individual's first
year of full-tine teaching.

"Qualified mathematics applicant.” An individual who neets
of the followng criteria:

(1) Holds a degree from an undergraduate or graduate
institution of higher education.

(2) Is certified by the departnent to teach mat hemati cs.

(3) Executes a sworn affidavit, under penalty of
perjury, that the individual does not have a deli ngquent
paynment owi ng to any Commonweal t h agency.

(4) Is hired for enploynment subsequent to the effective
date of this act to be a full-tinme pernmanent teacher in a
school district in this Commonweal t h.

(5) Applies for the programin the individual's first
year of full-tinme teaching.

"Qualified science applicant.” An individual who neets al
the followng criteria:

(1) Holds a degree from an undergraduate or graduate
institution of higher education.

(2) Is certified by the departnent to teach science.

(3) Executes a sworn affidavit, under penalty of

perjury, that the individual does not have a deli nguent
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paynment owi ng to any Commonweal t h agency.

(4) Is hired for enploynment subsequent to the effective

date of this act to be a full-tine pernmanent teacher in a

school district in this Commonweal t h.

(5) Applies for the programin the individual's first
year of full-tine teaching.

"Renewal applicant.” A qualified applicant who has received
an award under the programin the |ast programyear in which
noney was appropriated for the program

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.
Section 4. Administration.

The agency has the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To administer the program
(2) To pronulgate regulations to inplenment this act.
Section 5. Fundi ng.

The agency may nmake Loan forgi veness awards under section 7
to the extent that funds are appropriated by the General
Assenbly and are sufficient to cover adm nistration of the
program Preference shall be given to renewal applicants. If
funding is insufficient to fully fund adm nistration and awards
to all qualified applicants, the agency shall utilize a random
|ottery system for determ ning which applicants receive | oan
forgi veness awards.

Section 6. Program

(a) Establishnent.--The H gh-Need Teachers Loan Forgi veness
Programis established.

(b) Purpose.--The purpose of the programis to provide |oan
forgi veness awards under section 7 to qualified applicants.
Section 7. Loan forgiveness awards.

(a) Eligibility.--
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(1) A arecipient of a loan forgiveness award nust:
(1) be a qualified applicant; and
(ii) receive a satisfactory rating by the district
for the academ c year

(2) A qualified applicant nust submt docunentation of

eligibility as the agency requires by regul ation.
(b) Procedure. --

(1) If aqualified applicant is a full-tinme teacher for
five consecutive academ c years in the sane approved
Commonweal th public school district, the agency may forgive
the qualified applicant's loan of up to $25, 000.

(2) The agency shall nake | oan forgiveness awards as
fol | ows:

(1) First academ c year of full-tinme teaching in an

anount up to $3, 000.

(i1i) Second acadenmic year of full-time teaching in

an anount up to $4, 000.

(tiit) Third academ c year of full-time teaching in

an anmount up to $5, 000.

(iv) Fourth academic year of full-time teaching in

an anount up to $6, 000.

(v) Fifth academ c year of full-tinme teaching in an

anount up to $7, 000.

(c) Ineligibility.--A loan forgiveness recipient under the
t eacher recruitnent assistance program established under Article
XXVI -1 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as
the Public School Code of 1949, shall not be eligible to receive
| oan forgiveness awards under this act concurrently.
Section 20. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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