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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 2060 *%5°

I NTRODUCED BY ERI CKSON, BOSCOLA, C. WLLIAMS5, RAFFERTY,
WONDERLI NG, COSTA, GREENLEAF, MJSTO, STACK, FERLO, BROWME,
VANCE, WASHI NGTQON, O PAKE, FONTANA, FUMO, Mcl LH NNEY, MELLOW
KI TCHEN, TOWLI NSON, DI NNI MAN, PILEGE, A WLLI AMS AND
HUGHES, MARCH 8, 2007

SENATOR ARMSTRONG, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
NOVEMBER 14, 2007
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AN ACT
Providing for a report on potential clinmate change inpacts and
econoni ¢ opportunities for this Comonweal th, for duties of

t he Departnent of Environnmental Protection, for an inventory

of greenhouse gases, for establishnent of Cinmte Change

Advi sory Commttee, for a voluntary registry of greenhouse

gas enmi ssions and for a clinmate change action pl an.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
d i mat e Change Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Baseline.” A level of greenhouse gas eni ssions agai nst

whi ch future eni ssions are neasured.

"Carbon sequestration.”™ The |ong-term storage of carbon or
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carbon dioxide in forests, forest products, soils, oceans or
underground in depleted oil and gas reservoirs, coal seans and
sal i ne aquifiers.

"Climate change.” Any alteration of the earth's climte due,
at least in part, to em ssions of greenhouse gases associ at ed
with human activities, including, but not limted to, the
burning of fossil fuels, biomass burning, cenent manufacture,
agriculture, deforestation and other |and-use changes.

"Cobenefits.” The econom c, social, environmental, public
heal th and other benefits of climte change policies that are
i ndependent of any benefits for reducing or mtigating climte
change.

"Conmittee.” The Cimte Change Advisory Comm ttee
est abli shed in section 5.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Protection of
t he Conmonweal t h.

" Greenhouse gases" or "GHGs. Gases in the earth's

at nosphere that absorb and reemt infrared radiation, including

carbon di oxi de, nitrous oxi de, methane, hydrofl uorocarbons,

per fl uorocarbons and ehlerofluerecarbons SULFUR HEXAFLUORI DE
"Secretary." The Secretary of Environnental Protection of

t he Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Report on potential climte change inpact and

econoni ¢ opportunities for this Conmonweal t h.

(a) Report required.--The departnent shall prepare and

publish a report on the potential inpact of climte change in

this Commonweal th. The report shall identify the foll ow ng:

(1) Scientific predictions regarding changes in

tenperature and precipitation patterns and amounts in this

Commonweal th that could result fromclimte change. Such
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predictions shall reflect the diversity of views within the

scientific community.

(2) The potential inpact of climte change on human
heal th, the econony and the managenent of econom c ri sk,
forests, wildlife, fisheries, recreation, agriculture and
tourismin this Cormonweal th and any significant
uncertainties about the inpact of climte change.

(3) Economic opportunities for this Commonweal th created
by the potential need for alternative sources of energy,
climate-rel ated technol ogi es, services and strategies; carbon
sequestration technol ogi es; capture and utilization of
fugitive greenhouse gas em ssions fromany source and ot her
mtigation strategies.

(b) Cooperation.--1n preparing the report, the departnment
shall consult with Federal and other state agencies, academc
institutions and the comm ttee. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO EVALUATE <—
THE RECOMVENDATI ONS OF CLI MATE CHANGE ACTI ON PLANS PREPARED BY
COUNTI ES AND MUNI CI PALI TTES WTHI N THI S COUWONVWEALTH. The report
shall reflect any diversity of opinion anong the entities
consul ted by the departnent.

(c) Deadline.--This report shall be conpleted, published and
distributed to the General Assenbly and nade avail able to the
public in printed formand on the Hnaternet DEPARTMENT' S | NTERNET <—
VEBSI TE wi thin nine nonths of the effective date of this act and
shall be revised every three years thereafter
Section 4. G eenhouse gases inventory.

(a) Inventory required.--In consultation with the conmttee,
t he departnent shall annually conpile an inventory of GHGs
emtted in this Commonweal th by all sources. This inventory

shall establish GHG enmi ssion trends and the rel ative
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contribution of major sectors, including, but not limted to,
the transportation, electricity generation, industrial,
commercial, mneral and natural resources, production of
alternative fuel, agricultural and donmestic sectors.

(b) Baseline.--The departnment shall establish a baseline of
GHG enmissions that it shall use to project future GHG em ssions
in this Comonweal th in the absence of governnent intervention.

(c) Coordination with action plan.--The inventory and
basel ine shall be presented to the Governor, the Genera
Assenbly and the conmttee every three years as part of the €6HG <—
ptan—ef—action CLI MATE CHANCGE ACTI ON PLAN required under section <—
7.

Section 5. dimte Change Advisory Conmttee.

(a) Establishnent.--There is established within the
departnment the Cinmate Change Advisory Committee. The purpose of
the commttee shall be to advise the departnent regarding the
i npl enentation of the provisions of this act.

(b) Menbership.--

(1) The conmittee shall be conposed of residents of this

Conmmonweal th sel ected as set forth in this subsection

Menbers shall be appointed on account of their interest,

know edge or expertise regarding climte change issues.

Menbers shall be selected to reflect a diversity of

vi ewpoi nts on clinmate change issues fromthe scientific,

busi ness and industry, transportation, environnental, social,

out door and sporting, |abor and other affected conmunities.

(2) Eighteen nenbers shall be appointed as foll ows:
(1) Six nenbers appointed by the Governor.
(i) Six nmenbers appointed by the Senate. O these

menbers, the Majority Leader of the Senate shall appoint
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four menbers and the Mnority Leader of the Senate shal

appoi nt two nenbers.

(i) Six nmenbers appointed by the House of

Representatives. O these nenbers, the Majority Leader of

t he House of Representatives shall appoint four nenbers

and the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives

shal | appoi nt two nmenbers.

(3) The Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources,
the Secretary of Conmunity and Econom c Devel opnment and the
Chair of the Pennsylvania Public Uility Conm ssion, or their
desi gnees, shall be ex officio voting nenbers of the
conmi ttee.

(c) Appointnment.--Mnbers of the committee shall be
appointed within 30 days of the effective date of this act.

(d) Ternms of service.--A nmenber shall be appointed for a
termof four years. O the initial nmenbers appointed by the
Governor, three nenbers shall serve initial terns of two years.
O the initial nmenbers appointed by the Majority Leader of the
Senate, two nenbers shall serve initial terns of two years. O
the initial nmenbers appointed by the Majority Leader of the
House of Representatives, two nmenbers shall serve initial terns
of two years. O the initial nenbers appointed by the Mnority
Leader of the Senate, one nenber shall serve an initial term of
two years. O the initial nenbers appointed by the Mnority
Leader of the House of Representatives, one nenber shall serve
an initial termof two years. After such initial terns, al
appoi ntnments shall serve for a termof four years.

(e) Chairperson.--The chairperson of the conmttee shall be
el ected fromanong and by a majority vote of the nenbers

appoi nted under subsection (b)(2). The term of a chairperson
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shall be for two years and an individual nay serve no nore than
two consecutive terns as chairperson

(f) Meetings.--Wthin 60 days of the effective date of this
act, the departnment shall call the first neeting of the
commttee and shall establish a schedule for regular neetings of
the commttee to assist in the inplenmentation of this act.

(g) Expenses.--Menbers of the conmttee shall serve w thout
conpensati on but may be rei nbursed from funds appropriated for
such purposes for necessary and reasonabl e travel and ot her
expenses incurred during the performance of their duties.

(h) Facilitator.--The departnent shall retain the services
of athird-party facilitator to conduct the activities of the
conmittee.

(i) Departnent responsibilities.--The departnment shal
create and nmaintain an Internet website |isting the nmenbership,
activities, neeting schedule, neeting agenda, expense
rei nmbursenents and ot her relevant information regarding the
conmittee.

Section 6. Voluntary greenhouse gas registry.

Wthin 90 days of the effective date of this act, the
departnent shall create a voluntary greenhouse gas registry
t hrough whi ch interested businesses, governnents, institutions
and other entities can record any reductions in greenhouse gas
em ssions or any avoi ded em ssions of greenhouse gas em ssions
that are achieved in the absence of any governnent mandate to
reduce such em ssions. The departnent shall devel op guidelines
and criteria for the operation of the registry and shall create
a site on the departnment's publicly accessible Internet website
for the public to exanmine a current list of registrants and

em ssi on reducti ons and avoi dances.
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Section 7. dimte change action plan.

(a) Action plan required.--Wthin 15 nonths fromthe
effective date of this act and every three years thereafter, the
departnment shall, in consultation with the commttee, submt to
the Governor a climate change action plan that:

(1) Identifies GHG em ssion and sequestration trends and
baselines in this Commonweal t h.

(2) Evaluates cost-effective strategies for reducing or
of fsetting GHG emi ssions fromvarious sectors in this
Commonweal t h.

(3) Identifies costs, benefits and cobenefits of GHG
reduction strategi es recomended by the GH4G CLI MATE CHANGE
action plan, including the inpact on the capability of
neeting future energy demand within this Comonweal t h.

(4) Identifies areas of agreenent and di sagreenent anong
committee nenbers about the &HG CLI MATE CHANGE action pl an.
(5) Reconmends to the Ceneral Assenbly |egislative
changes necessary to inplenment the &4 CLI MATE CHANGE acti on

pl an.

(b) Publication.--The &4 CLI MATE CHANCE action plan shal
be published and distributed to the General Assenbly and nmade
avai lable to the public in printed formand on the DEPARTMENT' S
I nternet website upon subm ssion of the plan to the Governor.
Section 8. Effect of Federal |aw.

(a) Duty of secretary to nonitor Federal |aw --The secretary
shall nonitor the enactnent of |aws by the Congress of the
United States to determ ne whether any | aw has been so enacted
that it establishes a programof GHG inventory, registry or
reporting requirenments that are as or nore conprehensive than

those set forth in this act.
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(b) Publication in Pennsylvania Bulletin.--I1f the secretary
determ nes that such a law is enacted, the secretary shal
publish this determination in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. The
notice shall include a statenent that affected entities shall be
in conpliance with this act or any subsequent act which inposes
GHG inventory, registry or reporting requirenments by submtting
the sane information to the departnent as is required to be
subm tted under Federal |aw.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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