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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for safe schools.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1301-A of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added
June 30, 1995 (P.L.220, No.26), is anended to read:

Section 1301-A. Definitions.--As used in this article,

"Drug" shall nmean controll ed substance as defi ned under the

act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as "The Controll ed

Subst ance, Drug, Device and Cosnmetic Act."

"Drug paraphernalia" shall nean paraphernalia as defined

under the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as "The

Control | ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act."

"Ofice" shall nmean the Ofice for Safe School s.

"School entity" shall mean any public school district,
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intermedi ate unit or area vocational -technical school.

"School property" shall mean any public school grounds, any
school - sponsored activity or any conveyance providi ng
transportation to a school entity or school -sponsored activity.

"Subst ance abuse preventi on" shall include the provisions set

forth in section 1547.

"Weapon" shall include, but not be limted to, any knife,
cutting instrunent, cutting tool, nunchaku, firearm shotgun,
rifle and any other tool, instrument or inplenment capable of
inflicting serious bodily injury.

Section 2. Section 1302-A of the act, anmended or added June
30, 1995 (P.L.220, No.26) and June 26, 1999 (P.L.394, No.36), is
amended to read:

Section 1302-A. Ofice for Safe Schools.--(a) There is
her eby established in the Departnent of Education an O fice for
Saf e School s.

(b) The office shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To coordinate anti-violence efforts between school,
prof essi onal, parental, governnental, |aw enforcenent and
comunity organi zati ons and associ ati ons.

(2) To collect, devel op and di ssem nate information,
policies, strategies and other information to assist in the

devel opnment of prograns to [inpact] deter and address school

vi ol ence and substance abuse.

(3) To provide direct training to school enployes, parents,
| aw enforcenent officials and communities on effective neasures

to conbat school viol ence and substance abuse.

(4) To advise school entities and nonpublic schools on the

devel opnent of policies to be used regardi ng substance abuse or

possessi on of weapons, drugs or drug paraphernalia by any
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person, acts of violence and protocols for coordination with and
reporting to | aw enforcenment officials and the Departnent of
Educat i on.

(5) To develop fornms to be used by school entities for

reporting incidents involving acts of violence [and] or

subst ance abuse or possessi on of weapons, drugs or drug

par aphernalia on school property.

(c) In addition to the powers and duties set forth under
subsection (a), the office is authorized to make targeted grants
to schools to fund prograns whi ch address school viol ence and

subst ance abuse prevention, including, but not limted to, the

fol |l ow ng prograns:

(1) Conflict resolution or dispute managenent.

(2) Peer hel pers prograns.

(3) Risk assessnent, safety-related or violence prevention
curricul a.

(4) dassroom nmanagenent.

(5) Student codes of conduct.

(6) Training to undertake a districtw de assessnment of risk
factors that increase the |ikelihood of problem behaviors anong
students.

(7) Devel oprment and inplenmentation of research-based
vi ol ence prevention prograns that address risk factors to reduce
i ncidents of probl em behavi ors anong students.

(8) Conprehensive, districtw de school safety and viol ence
prevention plans.

(9) Security planning, purchase of security-related
t echnol ogy which may include netal detectors, protective
lighting, surveillance equipnment, special emergency

communi cati ons equi pment, electronic |ocksets, deadbolts and
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theft control devices and training in the use of security-

rel ated technol ogy. Security planning and purchase of security-
rel ated technol ogy shall be based on safety needs identified by
the school entity's board of directors.

(10) Institution of student, staff and visitor
identification systens.

(11) Establishment or enhancenent of school security
personnel, including school resource officers.

(12) Provision of specialized staff and student training
programns, including training for Student Assistance Programteam
menbers in elenentary, mddle and high schools in the referral
of students at risk of violent behavior to appropriate
comuni ty- based services, including nental health services.

(13) Alternative education progranms provided for in Article
Xl X-C

(14) Counseling services for students enrolled in
al ternative education prograrns.

(d) Gant applications shall contain information as the
office may require. The office shall conduct a thorough annual
eval uati on of each program for which a grant under this section
IS made.

Section 3. Section 1303-A of the act, anmended June 25, 1997
(P.L.297, No.30), is anended to read:

Section 1303-A. Reporting.--(a) The office shall conduct a
one-time survey of all school entities to determ ne the nunber

of incidents involving acts of violence and substance abuse on

school property and all cases involving possession of a weapon,

drugs or drug paraphernalia by any person on school property
whi ch occurred within the last five (5) years. The survey shal

be based on the best avail able information provided by school
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entities.
(b) Al school entities shall report all new incidents

i nvol ving acts of violence or substance abuse, possession of a

weapon or possession, use or sale of [controlled substances as
defined in the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as
"The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act,"]

drugs or drug paraphernalia or possession, use or sale of

al cohol or tobacco by any person on school property at |east
once a year, as provided by the office, on a formto be
devel oped and provided by the office. The formshall i nclude:

(1) Age or grade of student.

(2) Nane and address of school.

(3) GCircunmstances surrounding the incident, including type
of weapon, controlled substance, al cohol or tobacco.

(4) Sanction inposed by the school.

(5) Notification of |aw enforcenent.

(6) Renedial prograns invol ved.

(7) Parental involvenent required.

(8) Arrests, convictions and adjudications, if known.
If a person other than a student is involved, the report shal
state the relationship of the individual involved to the school
entity.

(c) Al school entities shall devel op a nmenorandum of
understanding with |l ocal |aw enforcenent which sets forth

procedures to be foll owed when an incident involving an act of

drug paraphernalia by any person occurs on school property. Law

enf orcenent protocols shall be devel oped in cooperation with
| ocal | aw enforcenent and the Pennsylvania State Police.

Section 4. Section 1307-A of the act, added June 30, 1995
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(P.L.220, No.26), is anended to read:
Section 1307-A. Maintenance of Records.--All school entities
and private schools within this Conmonweal th shall maintain

updat ed records of all incidents of violence or substance abuse,

i ncidents invol ving possession of a weapon, drugs or drug

par aphernalia and convictions or adjudications of delinquency
for acts commtted on school property by students enrolled
therein on both a district-w de and school - by-school basis.
Records mmi ntai ned under this section shall be contained in a
format devel oped by the Pennsylvania State Police in cooperation
with the office within ninety (90) days of the effective date of
this section. A statistical sunmmary of these records shall be
made accessible to the public for exam nation by the public
during regul ar busi ness hours.

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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