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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 210 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BROWAE, BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, COSTA, TARTAGLI ONE,
WASHI NGTON, ORI E, EARLL, FERLO AND BAKER, MARCH 7, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI CI ARY, MARCH 7, 2007
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Judicial Education Programin Domestic

Vi ol ence; and requiring judges to attend and successfully

conpl ete the program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Donestic
Vi ol ence Judi ci al Education Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Abuse."” The occurrence of any of the follow ng acts between
fam ly or househol d nmenbers, sexual or intinate partners or
i ndi vi dual s who share biol ogi cal parenthood:

(1) Intentionally, know ngly or recklessly causing or
attenpting to cause bodily injury, serious bodily injury,

rape, sexual assault or involuntary deviate sexual
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i ntercourse.

(2) Placing by physical nenace another in fear of
i mm nent serious bodily injury.

(3) An offense under 18 Pa.C.S. 8 2903 (relating to
fal se inprisonment).

(4) "Serious bodily injury"” or "sexual abuse or
exploitation,” as defined in 23 Pa.C.S. 8 6303 (relating to
definitions).

(5) Know ngly engaging in a course of conduct or
repeatedly commtting acts toward anot her person, including
foll ow ng the person, w thout proper authority, under
ci rcunst ances whi ch place the person in reasonabl e fear of
bodily injury.

"Donestic violence." Abuse or other violent acts which occur
between famly or household nmenbers.

"Fam |y or household nenbers."” Spouses or individuals who
have been spouses, individuals |iving as spouses or who |lived as
spouses, parents and children, other persons related by
consanguinity or affinity, current or forner sexual or intimte
partners and individuals who share biol ogi cal parenthood.

"Governing authority.” As defined in 42 Pa.C.S. § 102
(relating to definitions).

"Judge." Includes a justice of the Suprenme Court, a judge of
a comunity court, Pittsburgh Magistrates Court, Phil adel phia
Muni ci pal Court and a senior judge.

"Program ™ The Judicial Education Programin Donestic
Vi ol ence established in section 3.

Section 3. Program established.
(a) Establishnent.--There is established a Judici al

Educati on Programin Donestic Violence, to be attended and
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1 successfully conpleted by each judge and to be adm ni stered by
2 the governing authority.

3 (b) Governing authority.--The governing authority shall do
4 all of the follow ng:

5 (1) Establish and adm nister a course of study and

6 training for judges in domestic violence, to be at |east 20
7 hours in | ength.

8 (2) Establish the mnimmqualifications for

9 i nstructors.

10 (3) Consult, cooperate and contract with universities,

11 col | eges, | aw schools and nental health and health care

12 prof essi onal s regardi ng the devel opnment of educati on courses
13 in the program and the teaching of those courses.

14 Section 4. Judicial education regarding domestic violence

15 required.

16 Each judge and district justice shall be required to attend
17 and successfully conplete the program

18 Section 10. Effective date.

19 This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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