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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 200 %5

I NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, CGREENLEAF, STQUT, BOSCOLA, STACK,
FONTANA, KI TCHEN AND RHOADES, MARCH 7, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI CI ARY, MARCH 7, 2007
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AN ACT
Establi shing a notivati onal boot canp system for juveniles;

i nposi ng powers and duties on the Departnent of Public

Wl fare and the Departnent of Health; and providing for a

per formance audit.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Juvenile
Mot i vational Boot Canp Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

"Juvenile.” A first-tinme or second-tine juvenile offender

who has not in the past denonstrated viol ent behavior and who

does not presently denonstrate viol ent behavior.



1 "Secretary."” The Secretary of Public Welfare of the

2 Commonweal t h.

3 "System" The notivational boot canp systemfor juveniles

4 established under section 3.

5 Section 3. System

6 (a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall devel op and

7 inplenment a notivational boot canp systemfor juveniles

8 conmitted to the systemby the court pursuant to 42 Pa.C. S. 8§

9 6352 (relating to disposition of delinquent child).

10 (b) Criteria.--The systemshall be based on all of the

11 following criteria:

12 (1) The systemshall include a highly structured routine
13 of discipline; a dress code; physical exercise; manual |abor
14 assi gnnments; substance abuse education, treatnent and

15 rehabilitation; academ c and vocational education; training
16 i n decision maki ng; and personal devel opnent and prerel ease
17 counsel i ng.

18 (2) The substance abuse education, treatnment and

19 rehabilitation progranms shall be licensed by the Ofice of
20 Drug and Al cohol Programs in the Departnent of Health.
21 (3) Participants nust be nmedically and psychol ogically
22 fit to participate in the notivational boot canp.
23 Partici pants nust remain nedically and psychologically fit
24 t hroughout participation in the system
25 (4) |If a participant in the system becones unmanageabl e
26 or is determned to be nedically or psychologically unfit to
27 continue the system the department shall return the
28 participant to the court for further disposition.
29 (5) The systemshall use staff nodels and nmentors to
30 pronote within a participant the devel opnent of socially
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accepted attitudes and behavi ors.

(6) The systemshall provide participants the
opportunity to gradually reenter the comrunity while
denonstrating the capacity for self-discipline and the
attai nment of respect for the conmmunity.

(7) Upon the participant's conpletion of the system the
departnment shall submt a report to the court that describes
the participant's performance. If the participant's
per formance has been satisfactory, the court may issue an
order nodifying the disposition inposed and pl ace the
partici pant on probation.

(c) Staff.--The secretary shall have final approval on the
hiring and transferring of staff for the system In staffing the
system the departnment shall select persons who are trained in
the treatnment of juveniles or will be trained in the treatnent
of juveniles prior to working with such juveniles, are trained
to act as role nodels and nentors and are best equipped to
enabl e the systemto neet the purposes of this act. The
secretary shall make a recommendation to the Secretary of
Adm ni stration regarding the classification of positions with
the system taking into account the | evel of education and
training required for such positions.

(d) Probation supervision.--The system shall provide for
probati on supervision which shall consist of highly structured
surveillance and nonitoring and educati onal and treatnent
prograns. The system shall also provide for community service by
juveniles while on probation. This subsection shall be
i npl enented and adm nistered jointly by the departnment and the
county juvenile probation office.

Section 4. Departnental duties.
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(a) Rules and regulations.--The departnment shall pronul gate
rul es and regul ations for the system

(b) Nunbers.--The nunber of juveniles under the system shal
be determ ned by the departnent wi thin avail abl e appropriations.

(c) Report.--Beginning with the first full cal endar year,
and annually thereafter, the secretary shall submt a report to
t he Governor and the General Assenbly concerning the systemthat
i ncludes, but is not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) The specific content and structure of the prograns
for juveniles in the system including staffing ratios for
each program a description of the daily routine of juveniles
that includes the anount of juveniles' tine that is allocated
to each program and an expl anati on of how the prograns are
rel at ed.

(2) The process used for transition to probation
supervi sion, whether juveniles may be returned to their
original environnent for the probation period, the specific
means of probation supervision and the specific educational
and treatnment prograns provided to juveniles during their
probati on peri od.

(3) The procedure for transferring a juvenile to another
facility for vocational or training services or when a
juvenil e poses a danger to hinself or others and
identification of the facilities used for such purposes.

(4) The specific criteria and procedures for determn ning
successful conpletion of the programs in the system for
determ ni ng whether a juvenile cannot successfully conplete
t he sentence and for revocation of probation.

Section 5. Programsite.

The departnent shall operate or, through a contract, arrange
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for the operation of the program established under this act.
Section 6. Performance audit.

The Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Committee shall submt to
the General Assenbly and the secretary a performance audit as
defined under the act of Decenber 22, 1981 (P.L.508, No.142),
known as the Sunset Act, within two years of the effective date
of this act.

Section 7. Placenent of notivational boot canp.

The Secretary of Corrections shall cooperate with the
secretary in the placenent of the notivational boot canps. The
canps may be placed next to simlar existing canps. Although the
canps shall be separate, agreenents nay be made to share sone of
the facilities.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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