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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 198 %5

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, MJUSTO, RHOADES, COSTA, FONTANA, KI TCHEN
STOUT, BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, GORDNER, STACK AND REGCLA,
MARCH 7, 2007
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AN ACT
Requi ring school districts to establish a programto nonitor and
control Internet access by students; establishing the
Internet Content Control Software Fund and its funding
source; and providing for powers and duties of the Departnent
of Educati on.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Student
I nternet Access Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The Internet is an increasingly val uable medium for
the collection and di ssem nation of information.
(2) Currently, a significant nunber of elenmentary and
secondary schools use the Internet as a part of their
respective curricula and encourage students to use the

Internet as a nmeans of acquiring informtion.

(3) Many students have access to the Internet through
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school -provided Internet services and often seek or are
exposed to obscene and pornographic sites, as well as sites

t hat encourage or advocate intolerance, mlitant or extrem st
behavi or and the use of al cohol, tobacco and illicit drugs.

(4) Increasingly advertisers use the Internet to market
obscene materials to mllions of Internet users.

(5) \Various organi zations nake avail able via the
Internet information advocating drug, al cohol and tobacco
sal e, consunption and production. O gani zations al so make
avai l abl e informati on advocating intolerance and mlitant or
extrem st behavi or.

(6) The Conmmonweal th has a conpelling interest in
protecting elenentary and secondary students fromthe above-
menti oned types of materials. In doing so the General
Assenbly must enact a narrowWy tailored renmedy to avoid
interfering with the growmh or accessibility of this
i mportant medium and with the needs of school districts to
use the Internet as a curricul umenhancing learning tool in
accordance with the Constitution of the United States and
section 7 of Article | of the Constitution of Pennsyl vani a.

(7) This act enmpowers school districts to adopt policies
for the use of Internet content control software to bl ock
access by students to Internet sites that are i nappropriate

for view ng and use by its students.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the

30 Commonweal t h.
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"Drug.” A controlled substance or other substance used for
other than its primary purpose to alter an individual's state of
m nd. The termincludes a prescription drug when used ot her than
for its primary purpose.

"Fund.” The Internet Content Control Software Fund
est abl i shed under section 6.

"Gross depiction.” A picture, descriptive text or audio
comuni cation of an individual or anything that is crudely
vul gar or grossly deficient in civility or which show
scatol ogical inpropriety. The termincludes a depiction
i ncluding, but not limted to, naimng, bloody figure or
i ndecent depiction of a bodily function.

"Internet.” The international nonproprietary conputer
network of both Federal and non-Federal interoperable packet-
swi tched dat a networks.

"Internet content control software.” A special type of
filtering programdesigned to reject Internet sites not suitable
for students. The software may screen sites by word content,
site rating or by uniformresource |ocator, using an updated
dat abase of objectionable sites or any conbination of these
techni ques for the purpose of blocking the view ng of
undesirabl e Internet content.

"Intolerance.” Prejudice or discrimnation against a race,
color, national origin, religion, disability or handi cap, gender
or sexual orientation. The termincludes the nmaking of
i ntol erant jokes and slurs.

"Mlitant or extrem st behavior."” Extrenely aggressive and
conbati ve behavi or or a behavi or whi ch advocates unl awf ul
political measures.

"Obscenity" or "obscene."” Material that, to the average
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1 person applying contenporary standards, the predom nant appeal

2 of the matter taken as a whol e appeals to the prurient interest
3 or lacks redeem ng social inportance.

4 "Partial nudity."” Exposure of the fermale breast or male or
5 fenale buttocks, except when exposing genitalia.

6 "Profanity.” Obscene words or phrases.

7 "Satanic cult.” A closed society often headed by a single

8 individual, where loyalty is demanded and | eavi ng may be

9 punishable, where harmto oneself and others is advocated and
10 worship of the devil and affinity for evil or w ckedness is

11 encouraged.

12 "Violence." Extrenme cruelty or physical or enotional act

13 against an animal or person which is primarily intended to hurt
14 or inflict pain.

15 Section 4. Internet content control software purchase

16 requirenent.

17 (a) GCeneral rule.--Each school district shall establish a
18 programto nonitor and control Internet access by students in
19 accordance with this section.
20 (b) Purchase of software required.--Each school district
21 shall purchase Internet content control software that will allow
22 it to nonitor and control which Internet sites its students wll
23 be enabled to access. Each school district, through its board of
24 school directors, shall inplement a policy for the use of
25 Internet content control software.
26 (c) Policy specifications.--Each school district's policy
27 shall clearly state what types of information will be bl ocked
28 from student access. The policy may prohibit access by students
29 to the follow ng:
30 (1) CQObscenity.

20070S0198B0240 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(2) G oss depictions.

(3) Depictions of sexual acts.

(4) Depictions of full and partial nudity.

(5) Information encouragi ng or advocating satanic cults,
intol erance, mlitant or extrem st behavior, violence or
profanity and the sale, consunption or production of illicit
drugs, al cohol or tobacco products.

(d) School adm nistrator responsibilities.--Each school
district's policy shall designate a person who shall act as an
adm ni strator of the program under subsection (a). The
adm ni strator shall determ ne which Internet sites are
i nappropriate for use and view ng by students in that school
district and shall network security, install new applications,

di stribute software upgrades, nonitor daily activity, enforce
i censi ng agreenents, devel op a storage nanagenent program and
provi de for routine backups.

Section 5. Gants to school districts.

The departnent may, upon witten application, award grants to
school districts fromthe fund for the purchase of Internet
content control software authorized by this act. A grant awarded
under this section shall be subject to such ternms and conditions
as established by the departnent.

Section 6. Internet Content Control Software Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established as a
separate fund in the State Treasury a special fund to be known
as the Internet Content Control Software Fund.

(b) Continuing appropriation.--Wthin 30 days of the cl ose
of any cal endar nonth, 0.151% of tax receipts under Article |
of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax
Ref orm Code of 1971, shall be transferred into the fund. The
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departnment shall adm nister the fund. Moneys in the fund are
her eby appropriated to the departnent on a continuing basis for
t he purposes of providing grants to school districts for the
purchase of Internet content control software.

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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