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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for blood donation
educati on.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 1526. Bl ood Donati on Education.--(a) The depart nent

shall, in cooperation with the Departnent of Health:

(1) Establish a unit of instruction to educate students in

grades el even and twel ve regardi ng bl ood donati on, to enphasi ze

the need for donated bl ood and to encourage bl ood donati on and

partici pation in bl ood donati on prograns for students in grades

el even and twel ve.

(2) Devel op and distri bute appropri ate educati onal materials
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and resources to educators and public and nonpublic school s.

(b)Y The unit of instruction required under subsection (a)

shall be integrated within the health course of study required

in accordance with the State Board of Educati on regul ati ons

contained in 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4 (relating to academ c st andards

and assessnent). The departnent may utilize any appropriate

public or private materials, personnel and other resources in

devel opi ng and i npl enenting this unit of instruction.

(c) The unit of instruction required under subsection (a)

shal | i ncl ude:

(1) A physi ol ogy conponent relating to bl ood, bl ood types

and the circul atory system

(2) A need and usage conponent that includes information

relating to:

(i) The frequency of and situati ons where donated bl ood is

needed.

(ii) Procedures utilized for the collection of donated bl ood

and the safety of those procedures.

(iii) Procedures utilized for the storage of donated bl ood

and the vari ous uses of donated bl ood.

(iv) Specific instances where an avail abl e donat ed bl ood

supply assisted individuals in need.

(3) A participation conponent to encourage students to

donate bl ood and volunteer at | ocal bl ood banks, whi ch conponent

enphasi zes the personal rewards and conmunity benefits from

donati on and partici pati on.

(d) (1) A student shall be excused from participation in

the unit of instruction required under subsection (a) if the

student or, if the student is |less than ei ghteen (18) years of

age, the student's parent or guardi an objects in witing to such
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partici pation on reliqgi ous grounds.

(2) No student excused under paragraph (1) shall be

penal i zed for such excuse. During the tine period that the unit

of instruction is presented, a substitute unit of instruction

shall be provided to the student in accordance with reqgul ati ons

pronul gated by the State Board of Educati on.

(e) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es and

requl ati ons necessary for the i nplenmentati on of this section.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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