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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 87 %

| NTRODUCED BY TOMLI NSON, SCARNATI, WONDERLI NG, BOSCOLA, COSTA,
FONTANA, ERI CKSQN, PUNT, BRUBAKER, RAFFERTY, C. WLLI AMS,
TARTAGLI ONE, BROME, FERLO, RHOADES, ROBBI NS, ARMSTRONG,
D. WH TE, GREENLEAF, REGOLA, MJSTO, PILEGE, MELLOW STACK,
LOGAN AND BAKER, FEBRUARY 13, 2007

REFERRED TO VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
FEBRUARY 13, 2007
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 62 (Procurenent) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, providing for contracting with veteran-owned

busi nesses; and inposing duties on the Departnment of General

Ser vi ces.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 62 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 22

VETERAN- OWNED BUSI NESSES

Sec.

2201. Definitions.

2202. Regul ati ons.

2203. Vet er an- owned busi ness partici pati on goal s.

2204. Duti es of departnent.

2205. Bondi ng and progress paynments.

2206. Busi ness assi stance offi ces.
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2207. Report to General Assenbly.

2208. Conpliance with Federal requirenents.

§ 2201. Definitions.

Subj ect to section 2202 (relating to requl ations), the

foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter shall have

the nmeani ngs given to themin this section unless the context

clearly indi cates otherw se:

"Veteran." A veteran of the arned forces of the United

States, including, but not limted to, the National Guard, who

has recei ved an honorabl e di scharge and who is domciled in this

Commpnweal t h.

"Vet er an- owned busi ness." A business that is owned or

controlled by a najority of persons who are veterans.

8§ 2202. Regul ati ons.

The departnment shall establish policy in accordance with this

chapter for executive agencies and those i ndependent agenci es

for which the departnent acts as purchasi ng agency and nay

pronul gate requl ati ons establishing detail ed definitions of the

wor ds and phrases defined in section 2201 (relating to

definitions) using, in addition to the criteria set forth in

section 2201, other criteria as it deens appropriate. State-

affiliated entities shall inplenment the policy for their

procurenent prograns.

8§ 2203. Veteran-owned busi ness partici pati on goal s.

Each purchasi ng agency shall have an annual qgoal of not | ess

than 5% partici pati on by veteran-owned busi nesses in al

contracts entered i nto by the purchasi ng agency. The

partici pati on goal shall apply to the overall dollar anount

expended by the purchasi ng agency with respect to the contracts.

8§ 2204. Duti es of departnent.
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The departnment shall have the foll ow ng duties:

(1) Where feasible, provide appropriate staff who shal

be responsible to the departnent and who shall serve within

desi gnat ed Commonweal th agenci es to assi st vet er an- owned

busi nesses in this Commonweal th in | earning how to do

busi ness wi th Commonweal t h agenci es.

(2) Gve special publicity to procurenent procedures and

i ssue speci al publications designed to assi st veter an- owned
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11 (3) Conpile, maintain and nake avail able source |lists of
12 vet er an- owned busi nesses for the purpose of encouraging

13 procurenent from vet eran- owned busi nesses.

14 (4) Include veteran-owned businesses on solicitation

15 mailing lists.

16 (5) Assure that veteran-owned businesses are solicited
17 on_each procurenent for which the businesses nay be suited.
18 (6) Develop special training prograns to assist veteran-
19 owned businesses in |earning how to do business with

20 Conmonweal t h _agenci es.

21 (7) Facilitate achievenent of the participation goals
22 for veteran-owned businesses under section 2203 (relating to
23 vet er an- owned busi ness participation goals).

24 § 2205. Bonding and progress paynents.

25 (a) Bonding.--Notwi thstanding other provisions of this part,
26 a purchasing agency may reduce the | evel or change the types of
27 bonding normally required or accept alternative forns of

28 security to the extent reasonably necessary to encourage

29 procurenent from veteran- owned busi nesses.

30 (b) Progress paynents.--A purchasing agency nay nake speci al
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provi sions for progress paynents as it deens reasonably

necessary to encourage procurenent from veteran- owned

busi nesses.

8§ 2206. Busi ness assi stance offi ces.

The departnment shall establish, as it deens appropriate,

busi ness assi stance offices throughout this Commponwealth to

assi st and carry out the provisions of this chapter.

8§ 2207. Report to General Assenbly.

The departnment shall annually, before Cctober 1, report in

witing to the General Assenbly concerni ng the awardi ng of

contracts to veteran-owned busi nesses during the precedi ng

fiscal year. The report shall include a list of all veteran-

owned busi nesses that participated as contractors,

subcontractors or suppliers during the preceding fiscal year for

contracts if the nunber of contractors under a previously

exi sting contract for the sane supply or service is reduced to a

single contractor or reduced by nore than 50% of the nunber

exi sting on Decenber 31, 2006. In preparing the report, the

departnent shall verify whether commtnents made to veteran-

owned busi nesses in the course of awardi ng these contracts have

been nmi nt ai ned.

8§ 2208. Conpliance with Federal requirenents.

If a procurenent involves the expendi ture of Federal

assi stance or contract funds, the purchasi ng agency shall conply

with Federal | aw and aut hori zed requl ati ons that are nmandatorily

applicable and that are not presently reflected in this part.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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