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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 39 %5

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLIAMS, MJSTO, KITCHEN, STOQUT, COSTA,
GREENLEAF, BROME, STACK, FERLO AND LOGAN, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, FEBRUARY 7, 2007
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AN ACT
Establishing the Ofice of Winen's Health within the Departnent
of Health; and providing for purposes of the Ofice of

Wnen's Health, for powers and duties of the Departnent of

Health and the Secretary of Health and for the appointnent of

the Whnen's Health Advisory Conmitt ee.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Wnen's
Heal t h Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advi sory conmttee.” The Whnen's Heal th Advisory Comm ttee.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Office." The Ofice of Wnen's Heal th.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

Section 3. Est abl i shnent of office.



1 The O fice of Wonen's Health is hereby established within the
2 Departnment of Health.

3 Section 4. Purpose of office.

4 The office is established for the foll ow ng purposes:

5 (1) To educate and advocate for wonen's health by

6 requesting that the department, either on its own or in

7 partnership with other entities, establish appropriate

8 forunms, prograns or initiatives designed to educate the

9 public regarding wonen's health, with an enphasis on

10 preventive health and healthy lifestyles.

11 (2) To assist the secretary in identifying, coordinating
12 and establishing priorities for prograns, services and

13 resources the Commonweal th should provide for wonen's health
14 i ssues and concerns relating to the reproductive, nenopausal
15 and post nenopausal phases of a woman's life.

16 (3) To serve as a clearinghouse and resource for

17 i nformati on regardi ng wonen's health data, strategies,

18 services and prograns that address wonen's health issues,

19 i ncludi ng the foll ow ng:
20 (i) Diseases that significantly inpact wonen,
21 i ncludi ng heart di sease, cancer, AIDS and osteoporosis.
22 (ii) Menopause.
23 (i) Mental health
24 (iv) Pregnancy and reproductive health
25 (v) Substance abuse.
26 (vi) Sexually transmtted di seases.
27 (vii) Sexual assault and donestic viol ence.
28 (viii) Teenage pregnancy.
29 (4) To collect, classify and anal yze rel evant research
30 i nformati on and data conducted or conpiled by:
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(1) The departnent.
(ii) Oher entities in collaboration with the
depart nment.

(5) To provide interested persons with informtion
regardi ng research results, except as prohibited by |aw.

(6) To develop and recommend funding and program
activities for educating the public on wonen's health
initiatives, including the follow ng:

(i) Health needs throughout wonen's |ives.

(i1i) Diseases that significantly affect wonen,
i ncludi ng heart di sease, cancer, acquired i mmne
deficiency syndronme (AIDS) and osteoporosis.

(ii1) Access to health care for wonen

(iv) Poverty and wonen's health.

(v) The |eading causes of norbidity and nortality
for wonen.

(vi) Special health concerns of mnority wonen.

(7) To make recommendations to the secretary regarding
prograns that address wonmen's health issues for inclusion in
t he departnent’'s annual budget and strategi c planning.

(8) To seek funding fromprivate or governnent al
entities to carry out the purposes of this act.

(9) To prepare materials for publication and
di ssem nation to the public on wonen's health.

(10) To conduct public educational forunms in this
Commonweal th to raise public awareness and to educate
citizens about wonen's health prograns, issues and servi ces.

(11) To coordinate the activities and prograns of the
office with other entities that focus on wonen's health or

wonen' s issues, including the Pennsylvania Comm ssion for
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1 Wonen.

2 (12) Provide an annual report to the Governor and the

3 CGeneral Assenbly regarding the successes of the prograns of
4 the office, priorities and services needed for wonen's health
5 in this Cormonweal th and areas for inprovenent.

6 Section 5. Advisory commttee.

7 The secretary shall appoint a Whnen's Heal th Advi sory

8 Conmittee. The advisory conmttee shall be conprised of

9 individuals with experience in wonen's health care. This shal
10 include representation fromhealth professionals and providers,
11 consuners, private nonprofit organi zati ons and advocacy groups.
12 Section 6. Regul ations.

13 The departnent may promnul gate regul ati ons necessary to carry
14 out the provisions of this act.

15 Section 10. Effective date.

16 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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