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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 34 %5

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLIAMS, COSTA, MJSTO, BOSCCOLA, FONTANA AND
FOLMER, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 7, 2007
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AN ACT

Protecting the right of a nother to nurse her child in public;

prohibiting a unit of |ocal government from adopting an

ordi nance prohibiting breastfeeding in public; and providing

t hat breastfeeding may not be considered a nui sance, indecent

exposure, sexual conduct or obscenity.

VWHEREAS, There are benefits to the child, the nother and
soci ety by encouragi ng and enabling nothers to breastfeed their
children; and

WHEREAS, An infant who is breastfed receives protection
agai nst infection, illness and allergies, and | ong-term positive
effects on the devel opnent, intelligence and health of breastfed
chil dren have been found; and

WHEREAS, A protective effect against various types of cancer
and greater enotional and physical health are found for nothers
who breastfeed; and

WHEREAS, Breastfeeding pronotes sufficient birth spacing,
i nproved vacci ne effectiveness and decreased food and nedi cal

expenses, which all have positive societal effects; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Suppl enmental Food Program for
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Wnen, Infants, and Children (WC) pronotes breastfeeding
education and support; and

WHEREAS, Legislation to clarify the right to breastfeed is
necessary to pronote breastfeeding and renove any stunbling
bl ock frominfluencing a nother's decision to breastfeed or
conti nue breastfeeding.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
Ri ght to Breastfeed Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The General Assenbly finds that breastfeeding a baby is an
i nportant and basic act of nurturing that nust be protected in
the interests of maternal and child health and fam |y val ues.
Section 3. Ceneral rule.

A nother has a right to breastfeed her child in any |ocation,
public or private, where the nother and child are otherw se
authorized to be present, irrespective of whether or not the
not her's breast is covered during or incidental to the
br east f eedi ng.

Section 4. Local ordinance prohibition.

A unit of I ocal governnment may not prohibit breastfeeding in
public by local ordinance.
Section 5. Right to breastfeed.

The act of breastfeeding may not be consi der ed:

(1) Indecent exposure as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. § 3127

(relating to i ndecent exposure).

(2) Obscenity or sexual conduct as defined in 18 Pa.C. S.

8§ 5903 (relating to obscene and ot her sexual materials and

per f or mances) .
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(3) A nuisance as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. 8§ 6504 (relating
to public nuisances).

Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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