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AN ACT

Requiring identification of Iawful presence in the United States
as a prerequisite to the receipt of public benefits.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Proof of
Citizenship for Receipt of Public Benefits Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." An agency as defined under 2 Pa.C. S. § 101

(relating to definitions).



1 "PUBLI C BENEFI TS. "

2 (1) ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

3 (1) A GRANT, CONTRACT, LQAN, PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSE OR
4 commercial license provided by an agency of the

5 Commonweal th or | ocal governnent. er—by—appropriated

6 tunds—ef—the Compnwealth—or—toeal—governaenrt—

7 ; ; ; ;

8 (1'l') ANY RETI REMENT, WELFARE, HEALTH, DI SABI LITY,

9 PUBLI C or assisted housing, postsecondary education, food
10 assi stance, unenpl oynent benefit or any other simlar

11 benefit for which paynents or assistance are provided to
12 an individual, household or famly eligibility unit by an
13 agency of the Conmmonweal th or | ocal government. er—by

14 appropriated funds of the Comrpnwealth or tocal

15 governrert—

16 Fheterm-does—not—+nelude—any—benetts—tsted under—seetton

17 (2) THE TERM DCES NOT | NCLUDE ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

18 (1) BENEFITS LI STED UNDER SECTI ON 411(b) of the

19 Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
20 Reconciliation Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-193, 8 U S.C
21 § 1621(b)).
22 (I'') A CONTRACT, PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSE OR COMMERCI AL
23 LI CENSE FOR A NONI MM GRANT WHOSE VI SA FOR ENTRY | S

24 RELATED TO SUCH EMPLOYMENT IN THE UNI TED STATES OR TO A
25 CI TI ZEN OF A FREELY ASSOCI ATED STATE, |F SECTI ON 141 OF
26 THE APPLI CABLE COVPACT OF FREE ASSCCI ATI ON APPROVED UNDER
27 THE COWPACT OF FREE ASSOCI ATI ON ACT OF 1985 (PUBLI C LAW
28 99- 239, 99 STAT. 1770) OR THE JO NT RESOLUTI ON TO APPROVE
29 THE " COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCI ATI ON' BETWEEN THE UNI TED

30 STATES AND THE GOVERNMENT OF PALAU, AND FOR OTHER
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1 PURPOSES ( PUBLI C LAW 99- 658, 100 STAT. 3672) OR A

2 SUCCESSOR PROVI SION, |'S I N EFFECT.

3 (I'11) BENEFITS FOR AN ALI EN VHO AS A WORK- AUTHORI ZED

4 NONI MM GRANT OR AS AN ALI EN LAWFULLY ADM TTED FOR

5 PERVANENT RES|I DENCE UNDER THE | MM GRATI ON AND NATI ONALI TY

6 ACT (66 STAT. 163, 8 U.S. C. § 1101 ET SEQ ) QUALIFI ED FOR

7 SUCH BENEFI TS AND FOR WHOM THE UNI TED STATES UNDER

8 RECI PROCAL TREATY AGREEMENTS | S REQUI RED TO PAY BENEFI TS,

9 AS DETERM NED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE, AFTER

10 CONSULTATI ON W TH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNI TED

11 STATES.

12 (1'V) A PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSE OR A RENEWED

13 PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSE | SSUED BY A FOREI GN NATI ONAL NOT

14 PHYSI CALLY PRESENT | N THE UNI TED STATES.

15 (V) ANY FEDERAL PUBLI C BENEFI T UNDER SECTI ON 401(C)

16 OF THE PERSONAL RESPONSI BI LI TY AND WORK OPPORTUNI TY

17 RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 1996 (PUBLIC LAW 104-193, 8 U.S.C

18 § 1611(CQ)).

19 Section 3. ldentification required.
20 (a) GCeneral rule.--A person who is—at—teast—18years—ofage <—
21 and-apptiestor—publicbenefitsfromanageney APPLIES DI RECTLY <—
22 TO AN AGENCY FOR PUBLI C BENEFI TS shal | :
23 (1) Provide one of the following forns of identification
24 to the agency:
25 (1) awvalid driver's license or identification card
26 i ssued by the Departnent of Transportation;
27 (i1i) avalid identification card issued by any ot her
28 agency of the Conmonwealt h;
29 (iti1) avalid identification card issued by the
30 United States Governnent, A STATE GOVERNMENT OR THE <—
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CANADI AN GOVERNMENT;
(iv) avalid United States passport;
(v) avalid Armed Forces of the United States
identification card; <—
(M) A FORM OF | DENTI FI CATI ON AS LI STED I N UNI TED
STATES ATTORNEY GENERAL'S ORDER NUMBER 2129-97 | NTERI M
GUI DANCE ON VERI FI CATI ON OF Cl TI ZENSHI P, QUALI FI ED ALI EN
STATUS AND ELI GBI LITY UNDER TI TLE |V OF THE PERSONAL
RESPONSI BI LI TY AND WORK OPPORTUNI TY RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF
1996, AS | SSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE AT 62 FED.
REG 61, 344 (NOvV. 17, 1997).
(2) Execute an affidavit stating that the person is a
United States citizen or |egal permanent resident or is
otherwise lawfully present in the United States pursuant to
Federal |aw.
(b) Recordkeeping of affidavit.--The agency shall naintain
the affidavit required under subsection (a)(2) in accordance
with the applicable records retention schedul e.
(C) EXCEPTI ONS. - - SUBSECTI ON (A) SHALL NOT APPLY TO <—
(1) A PERSON UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE.
(2) A PERSON CURRENTLY RECEI VI NG SUPPLEMENTAL SECURI TY
| NCOVE.
(3) A PERSON ENTI TLED TO OR ENROLLED I N MEDI CARE PART A
OR PART B, OR BOTH.
Section 4. Verification through SAVE program
(a) GCeneral rule.--An agency that adm nisters public
benefits shall verify, through the SAVE SYSTEMATI C ALI EN <—
VERI FI CATI ON OF ENTI TLEMENT ( SAVE) program operated by the
Depart ment of Honel and Security,—that—each OR A SUCCESSOR <—
PROGRAM DESI GNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HOVELAND SECURI TY, THAT
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EACH NONCI Tl ZEN appl i cant who has executed an affidavit is an
alien legally present in the United States.

(b) Presunption of |awful presence by affidavit.--Until such
verification of lawful presence is nade, the affidavit may be
presuned to be proof of Iawful presence for purposes of this
act .

Section 5. Penalties.

A person who appt+es DI RECTLY APPLIES TO AN AGENCY for public
benefits freman—-ageney in violation of section 3 commts an
of fense under 18 Pa.C. S. § 4904 (relating to unsworn
falsification to authorities).

Section 6 29. Applicability.
This act shall apply to persens—who—are—atteast—18 years—of

renewal—appHeant APPLI CATI ONS FOR PUBLI C BENEFI TS AND RENEWAL
OF PUBLI C BENEFI TS FI LED DI RECTLY W TH AN ACGENCY after the
effective date of this section.

Section # 30. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 66 120 days.
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