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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 914 5%

| NTRODUCED BY LENTZ, BELFANTI, BI SHOP, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE
CONKLI'N, DeLUCA, DePASQUALE, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI, FABRI ZI Q
FRANKEL, GOODNVAN, GRUCELA, HARKINS, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KORTZ,
KOTI K, KULA, MAHONEY, MCALL, MGEEHAN, M LLARD, MOYER, MJRT,
MYERS, PALLONE, PAYTON, PETRONE, RAMALEY, READSHAW ROCK
SANTONI, SEI P, SHAPI RO, SURRA, VULAKOVI CH, WAGNER AND
J. WH TE, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
SEPTEMBER 29, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Urging the Congress of the United States to pass |andmark anti -
sweat shop | egi sl ati on.

WHEREAS, Needed anti-sweatshop | egislation has been
reintroduced in the Congress of the United States to prohibit
the inmport, export or sale of sweatshop goods in the United
States; and

WHEREAS, A recent poll showed that 76% of Americans believe
t hat workers should be protected in the gl obal econony, just as
corporate trademarks and products are protected; and

WHEREAS, The Decent Working Conditions and Fair Conpetition
Act, H R 1992 and S. 367, protects the human rights of workers
who endure sweat shop conditions, including filthy and unsafe
wor kpl aces, underage workers, forced overtinme, zero benefits and
subm ni mum wages, in any country; and

WHEREAS, Sweat shops abroad, such as those in Honduras, use
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armed guards to patrol the borders; and

WHEREAS, The average age of the Honduran sweat shop | aborer is
15, though sone are as young as ten; and

WHEREAS, Workdays may stretch to 14 hours, six days a week,
in oppressive heat, with only two tightly nonitored breaks, if
at all, for water and restroom use; and

VWHEREAS, | n Pakistan, children are often sold into servitude
to owners of factories where they are chained to | oons for 15-
hour days maki ng rugs and carpets for export to the United
States; and

WHEREAS, At a handbag factory in China, 900 workers were
| ocked in the walled factory conpound for all but a total of 60
m nutes a day for neals; and

WHEREAS, Cuards regularly punched and hit workers for talking
back to managers or even for wal king too fast, and they fined
themup to one dollar for infractions such as taking too long in
t he restroom and

WHEREAS, The Decent Working Conditions and Fair Conpetition
Act recogni zes core | abor standards, including freedom of
association and the freedomto collectively bargain; and

WHEREAS, The Decent Working Conditions and Fair Conpetition
Act decl ares that businesses have a right to be free from
conpetition with conpani es that use sweat shop |abor; and

WHEREAS, The Decent Working Conditions and Fair Conpetition
Act enables private plaintiffs, including other retailers, to
sue corporations which have engaged in unfair conpetition and
deceptive trade practices by manufacturing nerchandi se in
sweat shops; and

WHEREAS, The Decent Working Conditions and Fair Conpetition

Act further prohibits the inport or sale of sweatshop goods
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1 within the United States; therefore be it

2 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

3 Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the Congress of the United

4 States to pass the Decent Wrking Conditions and Fair

5 Conpetition Act to inprove gl obal standards for workers; and be
6 it further

7 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

8 the President of the United States, to the presiding officers of
9 each house of Congress and to each nenber of Congress from

10 Pennsyl vani a.
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