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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 870 %%

| NTRODUCED BY D. O BRI EN, BEYER, BI SHOP, BOYD, BRENNAN, BROOKS
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COHEN, COSTA, CREI GHTON, CURRY,
CUTLER, DALEY, DENLINGER, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, FABRI ZI O,
FAI RCH LD, FLECK, FRANKEL, CEI ST, CGECORCGE, G BBONS, d NGRI CH,
GOCDVAN, GRELL, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HARKI NS, HARPER,
HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, H CKERNELL, HUTCHI NSQON,
JAMES, KAUFFMAN, KORTZ, MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN, MANTZ,
McCALL, McGEEHAN, MELIO, M LLARD, R M LLER MOUL, MJNDY
MUSTI O, NAILOR, M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PAYNE, PETRI, PH LLIPS,
QUI NN, RAPP, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROCK, ROHRER, SAI NATO,
SAMUELSQON, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO S| PTROTH, SONNEY,
STABACK, STEIL, STERN, SURRA, SWANGER, R TAYLOR, VULAKOVI CH
WALKGO, WATSON, WOINARCSKI AND YUDI CHAK, SEPTEMBER 16, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 16, 2008

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

e
w N kO

A RESOLUTI ON
Recogni zi ng Septenber 17, 2008, as "Constitution Day" in

Pennsyl vania and urging all citizens to reflect on the

hi storic role Pennsylvania played in the drafting of our

f oundi ng docunents.

WHEREAS, The provincial |egislature of Pennsylvania began to
conpile a collection of books and maps for use by its nenbers in
1745; and

WHEREAS, This collection, dutifully purchased by Benjamn
Franklin, the clerk of the House of Representatives, fornmed the
foundati on of what is now the State Library of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Regarded as the finest library in the Anerican

colonies, the collection was made avail able to the nenbers of

the Continental Congress, which net in Philadel phia at the old
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St at e House, now known as | ndependence Hall; and

WHEREAS, Anong the works were vol unmes contai ning the works of
Engl i sh phil osopher John Locke, whose influence pervades the
Decl arati on of | ndependence and who inspired Thomas Jefferson to
wite the phrase "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi ness";
and

WHEREAS, On this date in 1777, the |egislature ordered that
the collection be noved to Easton for safekeeping, as both the
Continental Congress and the Pennsylvania Legislature were
forced to flee Phil adel phia fromthe approaching British arny;
and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly Collection was eventually
returned to the old State House in Phil adel phia and was relied
upon by mnmenbers of the Constitutional Convention of 1787 to
draft the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, It is the privilege and duty of all Pennsyl vani ans
to commenorate the 221st anniversary of the Constitution of the
United States and the crucial role the General Assenbly
Col l ection played in its drafting; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly Collection is a unique piece of
heritage val ued by Pennsyl vani ans, and i ndeed all Anericans,
whi ch deserves our continued protection and support; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting to acknowl edge and cel ebrate the
hi story and foundation of the Constitution of the United States;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize
Sept enber 17, 2008, as "Constitution Day" in Pennsylvania and
urge all citizens to reflect on the historic role Pennsylvani a

has played in drafting our foundi ng docunents.
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