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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 851 %%
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REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, AUGUST 21, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Amendi ng the House Rules by providing for limts on bill
introduction and for the consideration of bills.

RESCLVED, That House Rule 18 be anmended to read:
RULE 18
Introduction and Printing of Bills

Bills shall be introduced in quadruplicate, signed and dated
by each nmenber who is a sponsor of the bill, and filed with the
Chief Clerk on any day that the offices of the House of
Representati ves are open for business. A sponsor may be added or
wi t hdrawn upon witten notice to the Speaker, Majority Leader,
Mnority Leader and the prinme sponsor. In the case of
wi t hdrawal s, the names shall be withdrawn if and when the bill
is reprinted. Additional sponsors may be added only by the prine
sponsor by providing witten notice to the Speaker, Mjority
Leader and Mnority Leader.

Bills introduced when received at the Chief Cerk's desk
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shall be nunbered consecutively and delivered to the Speaker,
who shall refer each bill to an appropriate conmttee on any day
whet her or not the House is in session. If the resol ution
creating a select commttee authorizes the referral of bills to
that coomittee, the Speaker may refer bills, within the scope of
the resolution, to such select commttee. Insofar as applicable,
the select committee shall consider and report bills in
accordance with the rul es governing the consideration and
reporting of bills by standing conmittees. The Speaker shal
report to the House the commttees to which bills have been
referred, either on the day introduced or received or on the
next two | egislative days the House is in session, unless the
House is in recess for nore than four consecutive days in which
case the Speaker shall provide a list to the Majority Leader and
the Mnority Leader, within two cal endar days, of all bills

whi ch were referred during such period when the House was not in
sessi on.

If the Speaker neglects or refuses to refer to commttee any
bill or bills (whether House or Senate) as above after
i ntroduction or presentation by the Senate for concurrence, any
menber may nove for the reference of the bill to an appropriate
conmittee. If the notion is carried, said bill or bills shall be
i mredi ately surrendered by the Speaker to the commttee
designated in said notion.

The first copy of each bill introduced shall be for the
commttee, the second copy shall be for the printer, the third
copy shall be for the news nedia and the fourth copy shall be
for the Legislative Reference Bureau.

Every bill, after introduction and reference to commttee,

shall be printed and shall al so be posted on the Internet with
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the hyperlink to the web page for the nmenbers of the House of

Represent ati ves.

[Bill

s may not be withdrawn after reference to comittee.]

RESCLVED, That the rules of the House of Representatives be

anmended by adding rules to read:
RULE 18 (a)
Limtation on Bill Introductions

(1) Al nenbers are authorized to introduce, prine _sponsor,
eight bills in each |egislative session.

(2) Limtations on bills shall not apply to:

(a) Resolutions of any kind.

(b) Mjority conmittee Chair bills pertaining to the Chair's
comm ttee.

(c) Additional bills authorized by the Speaker for:

(i) Energency situations.

(ii) Extension of sunset provisions.

(iii) Requested by CGovernor.

(iv) legislation required to fund debt obligations or
current budget appropriations.

(d) Amendnents of any Kkind.

(3)  Any nenber may withdraw the nmenber's bills for cause and
replace it with another bill as authorized by the Speaker for:

(a) Action by Senate on sane or sinilar subject.

(b) Change in Federal |aw.

(c) Requl atory change.

(d) Apparent unconstitutionality.

(4) No bill may be introduced after June 1 of the second
year in the session, subject to sane nonapplicable limts in
subsection (2).

RULE 21 (a)
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Legi sl ati ve Consi deration of Priority Bills

(1) Priority designation of bills.

(a) Each nenber may designate two bills in each sessi on as

priority.

(b)Y Priority designation shall not be applicable to

resol uti ons.

(2) W©Managenent of priority bills.

(a) Request for priority designati on nust be nmade when the

bill is introduced.

(b)Y The speaker shall identify in a unique nmanner, all bills

with a priority designati on.

(c) Priority bills shall be referred only to the standi ng

committee to which they are germane and nmay not be re-referred

wi thout the consent of the prine sponsor.

(d) Priority bills nust recei ve consi derati on and vote by

the standing commttee within 120 cal endar days from the date of

i nt roducti on.

(e) Priority bills passed by the standi ng conm ttee shal

receive third consideration by the full House within 30 session

days of conmittee approval.

(f) The prine sponsor of any priority bill may request, at

any tine, an extension of tine for considerati on by a standi ng

commttee or by the full House.

(g) The prine sponsor of any priority bill may w thdraw the

priority designation at any tine, but shall not be allowed to

pl ace the desi gnati on on any other bill.

(h) Priority designations may not be transferred to any

ot her nenber.
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