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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zing the responsibility of the Commonweal th to exam ne

and prescribe for governance of All egheny County and units of

government | ocated therein; and establishing a sel ect

commttee to consider the future of governance.

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th establi shed Al l egheny County in
1788; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly enacted |law permtting the
adoption of Hone Rule by Allegheny County; and

WHEREAS, A Hone Rule Charter was approved by the voters of
Al | egheny County in the election held in May 1998; and

WHEREAS, The Al | egheny County el ectorate chose a County
Executive and County Council initially in Novenber 1999 and the
Hone Rul e Charter went into effect in January 2000; and

WHEREAS, The Al | egheny County Home Rul e Charter was anended
by a referendum approved by voters in May 2005 to elimnate

seven el ected row offices, including Coroner, Jury

Commi ssioners, Prothonotary, Clerk of Courts, Register of WIlls
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and Recorder of Deeds; and

WHEREAS, There are 130 municipalities situate within the 731
square mles conprising Allegheny County, and each has its own
governnental structure; and

WHEREAS, The City of Pittsburgh is, by far, the |argest of
these nunicipalities; and

WHEREAS, The Chi ef Executive of Allegheny County and the
Mayor of the City of Pittsburgh created the Citizens Advisory
Committee on the Efficiency and Effectiveness of Cty-County
Governnent in Cctober 2006; and

WHEREAS, That committee issued a report in May 2008 entitled
"Governnment for Gowth: Forging a Bright Future - Built on
Unity, Efficiency, Equity, and Equality - for the People of
Al | egheny County and the City of Pittsburgh,” that considered
government reformas a neans of nore broadly advanci ng regional
progress; and

WHEREAS, That report specifically presented three
recommendat i ons:

(1) The County Chief Executive and Mayor should further
intensify existing efforts to achieve higher |evels of
ef ficiency and effectiveness through functional cooperation.
(2) The city and county should enter into a fornal

"cooperation conpact,” both to ensure that efforts to partner
in the delivery of services are pursued nost effectively in
the short-termand to ensure that such efforts remain a | ong-
termpriority that also will be respected by successor
adm ni strati ons.

(3) At the earliest appropriate tinme, the question of

whet her or not the governnments of the City of Pittsburgh and

Al | egheny County shoul d be consolidated, as a key step in
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forging unity of |eadership and fostering higher |evels of

regi onal growth, should be placed before the voters;
and

WHEREAS, The City of Pittsburgh and Al |l egheny County are
al ready enabl ed but not required under their hone rule charters
and Commonweal th statutes to pursue the first two
recommendations to great |engths without further action by the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives w shes to consider the
future of governance of Allegheny County, the City of Pittsburgh
and other units of governnent situate in Allegheny County;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives, recognizing the
i nportance of the future of governance of Allegheny County and
units of government situated therein, direct the Speaker of the
House of Representatives to appoint a select comittee on
governance in and of All egheny County; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select conmttee be conposed of nine
menbers of the mpjority party and five nmenbers of the mnority
party and include the mgjority and mnority chairnen of the
Urban Affairs Commttee of the House of Representatives; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the select commttee be conposed of House
menbers fromthe 22nd, 23rd, 28th, 30th, 34th, 35th, 36th, 38th,
40t h, 42nd, 44th and 45th districts; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select commttee elect a chairman from
anong its nenbers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select commttee may consi der prospects
for the future of governance of Allegheny County, the City of

Pittsburgh, other municipalities and units of governnent | ocated
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1 therein; and be it further

2 RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings and take

3 testinony in this Conmonweal th and nmake its investigations at

4 such places as it deens necessary and that each nenber of the
5 conmittee have power to admi nister oaths and affirmations to

6 W tnesses appearing before the conmttee; and be it further

7 RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion be staffed by the Legislative
8 Ofice for Research Liaison, who nay solicit assistance fromits
9 wuniversity partners in the Pittsburgh area; and be it further
10 RESCLVED, That the ordinary and reasonabl e expenses incurred
11 by the select conmttee be paid fromaccounts under the control
12 of the Chief Cerk; and be it further

13 RESCLVED, That the commttee make a report to the House of
14 Representatives on its activities, findings and recomendati ons
15 as the conmittee deens necessary.
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