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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 837 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CURRY, BEYER, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CLYMER,
CREI GHTON, CUTLER, DALEY, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, EVERETT,
FLECK, FRANKEL, CEI ST, CGEORGE, G BBONS, G NGRI CH, GOCDMAN,
GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARPER, HELM HERSHEY, JAMES, LENTZ,
MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ, MGEEHAN, MELI O M LLARD,
MUSTI O, NAILOR, M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PARKER, PAYNE, PHI LLIPS,
QUI NN, RAMALEY, READSHAW REED, RElI CHLEY, ROCK, ROEBUCK
RCSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, S| PTROTH,
STABACK, SWANGER, R TAYLOR, THOVAS, VULAKOVI CH, W0OJNARGCSKI,
YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, JUNE 30, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 30, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Reiterating the inportance of the Revolutionary War, observing

Sept enber 3, 2008, as the 225th anniversary of the signing of

the Treaty of Paris that ended the Revol utionary War,

reaffirm ng our friendship with France, Spain and G eat

Britain and recogni zing the civic endeavors of the

Pennsyl vani a Soci ety of the Sons of the American Revol ution.

WHEREAS, When dayl i ght broke on the Lexington G een on Apri
19, 1775, "the shot heard round the world" was fired as British
sol diers and Anmerican patriots clashed and sparked the war of
Aneri can | ndependence; and

WHEREAS, Del egates to the Second Continental Congress
declared on July 4, 1776, that "these colonies are, and of Right
ought to be Free and I ndependent States" and in support of that
decl aration nutually pledged to each other their lives, their

fortunes and their sacred honor; and
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WHEREAS, Ceneral George Washington |ed an arny of American
patriots who | acked everything but courage, shoul dered every
burden and adversity and persevered for eight long years in
battl e against the British Mnarchy to secure bl essings of
liberty for thenmsel ves and posterity; and

WHEREAS, The Col onials' struggle for |iberty was rescued
often by the |largesse of France's King Louis XVI and Spain's
King Carlos IIl and served by the daring of Europe's elite
mlitary officers, including Lafayette, Rochanbeau, von Stuben,
Pul aski and Gal vez; and

VWHEREAS, The surrender of British forces under the conmand of
General Lord John Cornwal lis at the Battle of Yorktown on
October 19, 1781, to the allied forces under the command of
CGeneral Washi ngton and General Conte de Rochanbeau, set the
stage for peace initiatives abroad; and

WHEREAS, Congress appoi nted Benjam n Franklin, John Adans and
John Jay to represent the United States, and David Hartl ey was
appointed by Great Britain's King George IIl to negotiate terns
for peace; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 3, 1783, the peace comm ssioners of the
United States and Geat Britain signed a Treaty of Peace in
Pari s which recogni zed Anerican i ndependence and boundari es and
decl ared the intention of both parties to "forget all past
m sunder st andi ngs and di fferences"” and "secure to both perpetual
peace and harnony"; and

WHEREAS, G eat Britain also signed peace treaties in Paris on
Septenber 3, 1783, with France and Spain and provisionally with
the Netherlands, to bring a cessation of hostilities between the
nations; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmenorate the
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225t h anniversary of the Treaty of Paris on Septenber 3, 2008;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
enduring friendship between the United States and its first
allies, France and Spain; and be it further

RESCLVED, That Septenber 3, 2008, marks the 225th anni versary
of relations between the United States and Great Britain and
reaffirnms the deep friendship that has devel oped between our two
countries since the signing of the Treaty of Paris; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives prepare a copy of this resolution for
presentation to the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the
Ameri can Revol ution as an expression of the House of
Representatives' appreciation for this organization's efforts to
pronote patriotismand educate citizens about the achi evenents

and sacrifices of the patriots of the American Revol ution.
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