PRINTER S NO. 3967

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 791 5%

| NTRODUCED BY CONKLI N, DONATUCCI, JAMES, PYLE, WANSACZ, BRENNAN
GECRCE, MENSCH, BAKER, DALEY, SOLOBAY, RUBLEY, HESS, MAHONEY,
SWANCER, CLYMER, SEIP, CALTAG RONE, BEAR, KULA, HANNA,
M LLARD, PARKER, GOCDMAN, KORTZ, VULAKOVICH, YOUNGBLOOD,
HERSHEY, SIPTROTH, K. SM TH, THOVAS, SAI NATO, G BBONS,
WOINARGCSKI , SANTONI, GRUCELA, KI RKLAND, SAYLOR, QUI NN,
SCAVELLO, PALLONE, READSHAW MOYER, O NEILL AND PHI LLI PS,
JUNE 18, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 18, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing Dr. Janes Naismth.

WHEREAS, Dr. Janes Naismth, who wanted to create a gane of
skill instead of one that relied solely on strength, invented
the Gane of Basketball at the Young Men's Christian Association
(YMCA) in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1891; and

WHEREAS, Prior to inventing the game, he was both an athlete
and a schol ar, excelling in |lacrosse, rugby and gymasti cs,
while earning a nedical degree with a primary interest in sports
physi ol ogy and becom ng a Presbyterian mnister with a keen
interest in philosophy and healthy |iving; and

WHEREAS, To the dismay of his instructors and col | eagues, Dr.
Nai smth continued his involvenment with sports after graduation
and ignored their advice that he | eave the athletic |life behind

to devote hinself to books and other Christian pursuits; and
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WHEREAS, This fresh perspective on the role of athletics in
life led himto the YMCA in 1890; and

WHEREAS, Not |ong after inventing the ganme of basketball, Dr.
Nai smth noved to the University of Kansas in 1898, where he
becanme a professor of physical education and an athletic
director and introduced the ganme of basketball and becane the
school's first head basketball coach; and

VWHEREAS, The Canadi an-born doctor |ater served twice in
mlitary conflict, including in France during World War |, and
eventual |y becane a United States citizen in 1925; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Naismth's gift of the ganme of basketball was
t hen added as an A ynpic sport at the 1936 Berlin ganes, during
which, as a tribute to him he tossed the first ball for the
first gane; and

WHEREAS, Only three years after this crowning achi evenent,
Dr. Naismth died froma heart attack, |eaving behind five
chil dren and many grandchil dren; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Naismith is a nenber of the Naismth Menorial
Basketbal | Hall of Fame, the International Basketball Hall of
Fane, the Canadi an Basketball Hall of Fane, the Canadian A ynpic
Hal | of Fame, the Canadian Sports Hall of Fane, the Ontario
Sports Legends Hall of Fane, the Otawa Sports Hall of Fame, the
McG Il University Sports Hall of Fane and the Kansas Sports Hal
of Fane; and

WHEREAS, The conmunities of Springfield, Mssachusetts, and
Lawr ence, Kansas, honor the nmenory of Dr. Naismith with streets
and buil dings that bear his nane; and

WHEREAS, Mbst individuals involved in basketball acknow edge
that his is the greatest coaching | egacy in basketball history,

one that continues to grow and influence the sport today; and
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WHEREAS, Dr. Naismth coached Forrest "Phog" Allen, his
successor at the University of Kansas, who went on to becone one
of the nost successful coaches in college basketball history,
and he coached Adol ph Rupp and Dean Smith, two nore of the nost
successful coll ege basketball coaches, who won a conbi ned t ot al
of six National Collegiate Athletic Associati on (NCAA) national
chanpi onshi ps; and

WHEREAS, Adol ph Rupp coached Pat Ril ey, one of the greatest
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coaches in National Basketball Association (NBA) history, who
10 coached five NBA chanpi onship teans; and

11 WHEREAS, Dean Snmith coach Larry Brown, who won an NCAA

12 national chanpionship with the University of Kansas in 1988 and
13 an NBA chanpionship with the Detroit Pistons in 2004, Roy

14 WIlianms, who won an NCAA national chanpionship with the

15 University of North Carolina in 2005, and M chael Jordan,

16 arguably the greatest basketball player in history; and

17 WHEREAS, The count| ess nunber of basketball hoops and nets
18 affixed to garages, barns and poles in driveways, yards and

19 streets and affixed in playgrounds, gymasi uns and st adi uns

20 around the world will serve as a constant rem nder to future

21 generations of the great legacy of Dr. Naismith; therefore be it
22 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize Dr.
23 Janes Naismith, the inventor of the Gane of Basketball, a

24 successful scholar and athlete and the owner of the greatest

25 coaching legacy in the sport's history; and be it further

26 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
27 Stewart Naismth, grandson of Dr. Janmes Naismith, at 23

28 Rivervi ew Road, Bi nghanmton, New York 13901
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