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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Departnent of Health to conduct a geographic study
determ ning the accessibility and need for drug and al cohol
treatment facilities throughout the counties of this

Commonweal th and urging a noratoriumon the issuance of new

|icenses for drug or alcohol treatnent facilities until the

conpl etion of the study.

WHEREAS, It is the duty of the House of Representatives to
enhance the health and welfare of this Commonwealth's citizens
by the orderly and econom cal distribution of drug and al cohol
treatment resources to prevent needl ess duplication of services
and to nake the delivery systemresponsive and adequate to the
needs of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Health should foster a sound drug
and al cohol services system which provides quality care at
appropriate treatnment facilities throughout this Comonweal t h,

eval uates potential providers on quality of care issues and

nmonitors the demand for, supply of and use of services to ensure
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that treatnent needs are met and unnecessary duplication is
avoi ded by regulatory authority; and

WHEREAS, Drug and al cohol health care facilities should
obtai n approval fromthe Departnment of Health prior to
establishing or expanding services in order to ensure
accessibility to care and quality treatnment for all Commonweal t h
residents; and

WHEREAS, There are nearly 700 nonprofit and for-profit drug
and al cohol facilities across this Commonweal th, including 37
nmet hadone clinics which provide treatnment services to the
public; and

WHEREAS, There is one drug and al cohol treatnent facility per
18, 000 constituents, including one nethadone clinic per 336,000
i ndi vidual s of this Commobnweal th; and

WHEREAS, The actual |ocations and nunbers of drug and al cohol
treatnment facilities in each county vary drastically from
Statewi de ratios, signifying that there is limted accessibility
for treatnment in sone counties, while there is a proliferation
of for-profit facilities in other counties; and

WHEREAS, Blair, Centre, Elk, Franklin, Lebanon, Lycom ng,
Snyder, Sonerset and Venango Counties are experiencing a
proliferation of for-profit drug and al cohol treatnent
facilities with half or nore than half of the treatnent
facilities operating under profit ownership; and

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th should strive to provide
accessibility and quality care to its own residents; and

WHEREAS, Counties such as Blair, Caneron, Erie, Forest,
McKean, Mercer, Sullivan and Tioga are honme to a high nunber of
treatment facilities in relation to their county popul ation,

indicating that a | arge nunber of those receiving care are not
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county residents; and

VWHEREAS, Adans, Carbon, Carion, dinton, Delaware, |ndiana,
Lackawanna, Northanpton, Perry, Pike and Somerset Counties are
experiencing a significant |ack of accessible care for drug and
al cohol treatnent services; and

WHEREAS, All these counties contain nore than 10,000 citizens
over the Statew de and county averages of persons per treatnent
facility; and

WHEREAS, To pronote geographi cal and econom cal access to
care with an equitable distribution of drug and al cohol
treatment resources and to deter focusing devel opnent in areas
with the greatest profit opportunities and not in areas of the
greatest need, the General Assenbly nust devote sufficient
resources and information systens to exam ne the supply,
capacity, cost and quality of drug and al cohol services
t hroughout this Commonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Department of Health to conduct a geographi c study determ ning
the accessibility and need for drug and al cohol treatnent
facilities throughout the counties of this Conmonweal th; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
Departnment of Health to place a noratoriumon the issuance of
any new |licenses for drug or alcohol treatnment facilities during
this study; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Health report to the House
of Representatives no later than six nonths after the adoption
of this resolution on its activities, findings and
recommendati ons for any needed changes in |aw to nake the

avai lability and accessibility of this type of care as uniform
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1 as possible across the diversity of this Conmonweal t h.
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