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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 721 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, BENNI NGIQN, BI SHOP, BOBACK, BRENNAN
CALTAG RONE, CONKLI N, DALEY, DONATUCCI, FLECK, FRANKEL,
GEl ST, GEORGE, G BBONS, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARHART,
HERSHEY, JAMES, KULA, MAHONEY, MANN, MANTZ, MARKOSEK, M CALL
Mol LVAINE SM TH, MENSCH, M LLARD, MOUL, MJRT, MJSTI Q
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PARKER, PAYNE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT,
RAVALEY, READSHAW SAI NATO, SANTONI, K. SM TH, STABACK
SWANCER, VULAKOVI CH, WALKGO, J. VH TE, WOINARCSKI AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 2, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 2, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Desi gnating May 16, 2008, as "Wnen in Transportation Day" in

Pennsyl vania in recognition of the contributions of wonen in

the transportation industry.

WHEREAS, In 1859 Martha J. Coston devel oped a maritine
navi gati on system usi ng pyrotechnics to assist the United States
Navy and the navies of many European countries in comunicating
wi th and rescui ng shi pweck victins; and

WHEREAS, In 1870 Eliza Murfey patented 16 devices for
i mprovi ng the packing of journals and bearings for railroad-car
axl es; and

WHEREAS, In 1879 Mary Wal ton devel oped a nethod of defl ecting
snokest ack em ssions through water tanks and | ater adapted the

system for use on | oconotives; and

WHEREAS, Several wonen made inportant contributions to
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inmproving rail safety and reducing noise pollution fromtrains:
Mary |. Riggin invented the railway crossing gate, Mary Walton
invented a noise reduction systemfor elevated railroads in New
York City and Catherine L. G bbon devel oped several patents for
the construction of railway tracks; and

VHEREAS, Harriet Tubman contributed to the freedom of nore
than 300 slaves in the m d-1800s through her contributions to
t he Underground Rail road; and

WHEREAS, In 1903 Mary Anderson invented a wi ndshield w per to
i nprove safety while driving in rain, sleet and snow, and

WHEREAS, By 1923 nore than 175 patents were granted to wonen
for inventions related to autonobiles, traffic signals and turn
i ndi cators; and

WHEREAS, In 1911 Harriet Quinby becanme the first woman pil ot;
and

VWHEREAS, I n 1921 Bessie Col eman becane the first African-
Ameri can woman pilot; and

WHEREAS, The nost fanous early wonman aviator was Anelia
Earhart, who piloted across the Atlantic in 1932; and

WHEREAS, The role of wonen in transportation and the United
States | abor force would change forever during World War 11 with
Rosie the Riveter becom ng the synbol of wonmen defense workers;
and

WHEREAS, By the late 1970s and early 1980s, wonen were taking
greater |eadership roles in transportation; and

WHEREAS, In 1983 Elizabeth Dol e was appoi nted Secretary of
Transportation; and

WHEREAS, |n 1983 Carnmen Turner becane the CGeneral Manager of
t he Washi ngton Metropolitan Area Transit Authority; and

WHEREAS, |In 1983 Astronaut Sally Ri de becane the first
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Ameri can woman in space; and

VHEREAS, | n 1996 Astronaut Shannon Lucid set the United
States record for continuous time in space; and

WHEREAS, The National Association of Railway Business Wnen
(NARBW began in 1921 to stinmulate interest in the railroad
i ndustry, foster cooperation and better understanding within the
industry and its affiliates, create good public relations for
the railroad industry and undertake charitabl e and benevol ent
proj ects; and

WHEREAS, |In Pennsylvania there are three NARBW chapters:
Al toona, Pittsburgh and Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, "National Transportation Wek" is May 11 through 17,
2008; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate May 16,
2008, as "Wbnen in Transportation Day" in Pennsylvania in
recognition of the contributions of wonen in the transportation
i ndustry; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
the Pittsburgh chapter of NARBW 112 Washi ngton Place - 9H,
Pittsburgh, PA 15219.
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