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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 679 5%

| NTRODUCED BY M O BRI EN, KENNEY, BLACKWELL, BEYER, BUXTON
ADOLPH, BRENNAN, CALTAGQ RONE, GEORGE, GODSHALL, GRUCELA,
HARKI NS, MANTZ, MARKOSEK, MCALL, M COZZIE, M LLARD, MOUL,
MUSTI O, O NEI LL, PAYNE, READSHAW SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO
STERN, SWANGER, WOJNARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, MENSCH, BEAR,
J. TAYLOR AND REI CHLEY, APRIL 1, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRIL 1, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Commenorating the 25th anni versary of Associ ated Services for
the Blind and Visually | npaired.

WHEREAS, Associated Services for the Blind and Visually
| mpaired (ASB) was forned in 1983 fromthe nmerger of the Radio
Information Center for the Blind, the Nevil Institute for
Rehabilitation Services and Vol unteer Services for the Blind;
and
WHEREAS, ASB traces its |ineage back to the establishnment of
t he Pennsyl vania Wrking Home for Blind Men in 1874; and
WHEREAS, ASB is a | eading nonprofit organization dedicated to
the blind and visually inpaired in the Del aware Valley; and
WHEREAS, ASB's Certified Rehabilitation Teachers and Mbility
Specialists help their clients increase their independence and
i nprove their self-esteemby teaching themto travel with white

canes and handhel d tel escopes, to use public transportation and



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

to prepare neals, becone literate in Braille and to | abel and
sel ect clothing; and

WHEREAS, ASB's Conputer Technol ogy Center opens doors for the
blind and visually inpaired by teaching themto use assistive
technol ogy that magnifies text or reads it al oud using
synt hesi zed speech; and

WHEREAS, ASB's Radi o Information Center hel ps keep the blind
and visually inpaired of southeastern Pennsylvania connected to
their world by providing readings of the | atest news, current
events and human interest stories in addition to inportant
updates on rel evant health and nedi cal concerns; and

WHEREAS, ASB's Braille Division is one of only five ngjor
print shops and publishers of Braille in this nation, which
presses, collates and binds nore than nine mllion pages of
books, periodicals, brochures, nmanuals, fornms and statenents
each year for businesses and libraries across this Commonweal t h,
as well as the Library of Congress; and

WHEREAS, ASB's volunteers create audi o recordi ngs of books
and periodicals for the benefit of blind, visually inpaired and
physi cal ly disabled adults and children nati onw de; and

WHEREAS, ASB's Speci alized Services Departnent contributes
i mreasurably to the health and well-being of the blind and
visual 'y inpaired throughout southeastern Pennsyl vania through
its I ow vision and di abetes support groups, English as a Second
Language cl asses, life skills education prograns to pronote
i ndependent living, garden, recreation and shoppi ng assi stance
prograns, legal clinic and other essential services; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmenorate the

25t h anni versary of Associated Services for the Blind and
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Visually Inpaired and recogni ze the contributions of ASB to the
peopl e of this Commobnweal th; and be it further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

Associ ated Services for the Blind and Visually Inpaired, 919
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Wal nut Street, Philadel phia, PA 19107.
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