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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to

conduct an eval uation and study of the Pennsyl vania Gane

Commi ssion's current deer managenent program and practices.

VWHEREAS, The white-tailed deer is this Cormonwealth's State
animal and a val uable part of this Comobnweal th's natural
heritage; and

WHEREAS, As provided for both in |aw and the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a, the Pennsyl vania Gane Comm ssion (PGC) is
responsi bl e for managing white-tailed deer, as well as all other
wildlife species; and

WHEREAS, Begi nning in 2000, the PGC began to change its deer
managenent practices and, in 2003, adopted a deer managenent
pl an that changed the way in which deer nanagenent goals are

defi ned; and

WHEREAS, | nstead of managenent goal s bei ng defined as the
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nunber or density of deer in an area, nanagenent goals were
defined based on establishing targets on deer health, forest
habi tat health and deer-human conflicts; and

WHEREAS, The goals of the PGC s current deer managenent
programare to maintain a healthy deer herd, to maintain a
heal thy forest habitat, to reduce or mnim ze deer-hunan
conflicts, to provide recreational opportunities for hunters and
to inprove the public's know edge and understandi ng of deer and
t he deer managenent program and

WHEREAS, Many sportsnmen across this Commonweal th have serious
and | ongst andi ng concerns about the status of the State's deer
resource and the future of this Comonweal th's great hunting
tradition; and

WHEREAS, The PGC is not able to provide an accurate estimate
of this Commonweal th's current deer popul ation; and

WHEREAS, The PGC s current deer nmanagenent practices have
| ost credibility with a substantial segment of the hunting
popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, Many sportsnmen consistently voice strong concern and
di ssatisfaction with PGC s current deer nanagenent program and
the resulting drastic reduction in the nunber of deer now
remai ni ng on public hunting |lands within this Commonweal t h;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee to conduct an
eval uati on and study of the Pennsyl vania Gane Commi ssion's
current deer managenment program and practices; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the study exam ne historical deer popul ation
trends in this Comonweal th over the past 12 years and determ ne

how the size of the State's deer herd has changed over tinme in
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each Wldlife Managenment Unit or its approxi mate equi val ent; and
be it further
RESCLVED, That this analysis include the nost current
i nformati on on the nunber of deer in Pennsylvania, both State-
wi de and in each Wldlife Managenent Unit, and current and
hi storical information on the age of the herd for both buck and
doe, in absolute nunbers and percentages; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the study identify the circunstances and
problens that led to the initiation of a new approach to deer
managenent in this Comonweal th beginning in the year 2000 and
how t he current goals and objectives of the PGC s deer
managemnment program address these problens; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the study docunent and conduct a sci ence-based
revi ew and anal ysis of the basic conponents, principles and
obj ectives of the PGC s deer managenent programw th an enphasis
on exam ni ng the nodeling, techniques and managenent deci si on-
maki ng practices currently enpl oyed by the PGC, the extent to
whi ch they are based on sound science and the inpact the deer
managenent program has had, to date, on the size and health of
this Cormonweal th's deer herd, healthy forest regeneration,
including the potential effects of factors other than the size
of the deer herd, such as acid rain, and reducing the |evel of
deer - human conflicts; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the study conpare this Comonweal th's deer
managenment practices to such practices in a sanple of selected
conparabl e states and deternine if there are nore proven and
scientifically based deer managenent nethods avail abl e t hat
shoul d be considered for use in this Commonweal t h, including
better nethods for determ ning the size of the present deer

herd; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the study determ ne whether PGC s current
Wl dlife Managenent Units are appropriately sized for sound
managenent, and, in particular, whether reducing the size of

Wl dlife Managenent Units would likely result in inproved deer
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5 nmanagenent; and be it further
6 RESCLVED, That the study devel op findings and

7 recommendations, as appropriate, for inproving PGC s deer

8 managenent program and be it further

9 RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
10 be authorized to contract with an i ndependent, out-of-State

11 third party to provide specialized and technical assistance in
12 conducting the evaluation and study; and be it further

13 RESCLVED, That such contractor be authorized, subject to the
14 approval of the Legislative Budget and Finance Conmittee, to

15 subcontract portions of this study to Pennsyl vani a- based

16 subcontractors; and be it further

17 RESCLVED, That to assist in addressing the objectives of this
18 resolution, the Legislative Budget and Finance Conmittee or its
19 contractor be authorized to assenble and subcontract with a
20 panel of individuals fromoutside this Conmonwealth who are
21 acknow edged and recogni zed experts in the field of wildlife
22 managenent with specific deer managenent expertise; and be it
23 further
24 RESCLVED, That such persons should be drawn from both
25 academc institutions and State wildlife agencies and have
26 expertise in areas including, but not limted to, wildlife
27 ecol ogy, biology and managenment, including wildlife popul ation
28 and habitat nanagenent; and be it further
29 RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
30 report its findings and recomrendations to the House of
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1 Representatives within 12 nonths of the adoption of this

2 resolution.
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