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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 627 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, THOVAS, BENN NGTON, BEYER, Bl ANCUCCI
Bl SHOP, BLACKWELL, BOBACK, BRENNAN, BUXTON, CLYMER, COHEN
DALLY, DeLUCA, DePASQUALE, EACHUS, FABRI ZI O, FAI RCH LD
FRANKEL, GEI ST, GOODMVAN, CRUCELA, HARKINS, KOTI K, LEVDANSKY
LONG ETTI, MAHONEY, MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKGOSEK, M CALL,
McGEEHAN, Mol LHATTAN, R M LLER, MJNDY, MYERS, M O BRI EN
PALLONE, PARKER, PAYTON, PETRARCA, PRESTON, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCAVELLO, SH MKUS, K. SM TH
SURRA, WALKO, WANSACZ, PI CKETT, HORNAMAN AND MOYER,
MARCH 10, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
MARCH 10, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Menorializing the Congress of the United States to budget and

appropriate certain funding for the Low I ncome Hone Energy

Assi stance Program

WHEREAS, The Low I nconme Hone Ener gy Assi stance Program
(LI HEAP) was established by the Congress of the United States
under Title XXVI of the Omibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1981 and was i nplenmented in 1982; and

VWHEREAS, LIHEAP is a vital lifeline to |owinconme famlies,
senior citizens and persons with disabilities in nmeeting their
residential heating and cooling needs; and

VHEREAS, Lowincone famlies, 40% of whom are seni or
citizens, and many worki ng poor individuals in this Commonweal t h

face a continuing energy crisis with energy burdens that exceed

15% of their household incomes, conpared to 3.4%for all other
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househol ds; and

WHEREAS, The Federal funding for LIHEAP significantly eases
the hone energy affordability crisis faced by mllions of
Aneri cans; and

WHEREAS, President George W Bush's budget proposal for
fiscal year 2009 woul d cut LIHEAP funding by $570 mi|lion, which
is a 22%cut fromfiscal year 2008 even before adjusting for
changes in energy prices; and

WHEREAS, Current LIHEAP funding allows it to service only
about 15% of the people who are eligible, and President Bush's
budget would cut this nunber even further; and

WHEREAS, More than one mllion |owincone and el derly
i ndi vi dual s al ready receiving LI HEAP noney woul d be cut fromthe
LI HEAP programto neet President Bush's budget; and

WHEREAS, Although there has been a 65% i ncrease in hone
energy prices since 2001, there is a 0% increase in this year's
LI HEAP budget relative to fiscal year 2001; and

WHEREAS, Many | owincone individuals in this Cormonweal th do
not have sufficient inconme to pay for the basic necessities of
life and are experiencing a crisis in paying hone energy bills,
thereby contributing to a health and safety crisis which is a
national crisis; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of famlies on LI HEAP has decreased every
year since 2001, and the continued di mnution of funding for
LIHEAP wi || threaten the continuation of the Comobnweal th
programthat is the foundation for providing a nodest anount of
energy security for lowinconme famlies of this Comobnweal th
and

WHEREAS, Mai ntaining or increasing LIHEAP funding shoul d

entitle this Cormonwealth to a proportionate share of the LI HEAP
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funds and woul d enabl e nore people facing severe weat her and
decreased incone to help neet their future needs for energy
assi stance; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th nmenorialize the Congress to provide an
appropriation for LIHEAP in fiscal year 2009, and each fi scal
year thereafter, at a |level adjusted for inflation which equals

or exceeds the fiscal year 1982 regul ar program funding | evel;
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and be it further
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RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
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the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

=
N

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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