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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 589 5%

| NTRODUCED BY BENNI NGTQON, GALLOWAY, G BBONS, SAI NATO, SOLOBAY,
O NEI LL, MARSHALL, SANTONI, Ml LVAINE SM TH, DePASQUALE
FREEMAN, BRENNAN, BAKER, YOUNGBLOOD, SWANGER, Bl SHOP, BEAR
BOBACK, BUXTON, WAGNER, CLYMER, DALEY, EVERETT, FABRI ZI Q
FAI RCH LD, FRANKEL, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARHART, HARKINS, HELM
HERSHEY, HESS, H CKERNELL, JAMES, KORTZ, KULA, MANDERI NO
MANN, McGEEHAN, MENSCH, M LLARD, MJUNDY, PALLONE, PARKER
PH LLI PS, RAMALEY, READSHAW ROCEBUCK, SCAVELLO, S| PTROTH
M SM TH, SONNEY, STURLA, WALKO, WHEATLEY, J. VWH TE
WOINARCSKI AND M LNE, FEBRUARY 11, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
FEBRUARY 11, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng March 2008 as "Professional Social Wrk Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The primary m ssion of social workers is to help
peopl e who need assi stance with social issues; and

WHEREAS, Soci al workers have the education and experience to
gui de individuals, famlies and conmunities through conpl ex
i ssues and choi ces; and

VWHEREAS, Social workers hold bachelor's, master's or doctoral
soci al work degrees and have attained a m ni mum nunber of hours
in supervised fieldwrk to becone a |licensed social worker; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than 600, 000 people in the United States hol d
soci al work degrees; and

VWHEREAS, Soci al workers connect individuals, fanmlies and
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conmunities to avail able resources; and

WHEREAS, Social workers can be found in hospitals, police
departnents, nmental health clinics, child welfare agencies,
mlitary facilities, adoption agencies, drug and al cohol
treatment facilities, schools and corporations; and

WHEREAS, Professional social workers are the nation's | argest
provi der of nmental health services; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Veterans Affairs enpl oys nore than
5,000 social workers to assist veterans and their famlies with
i ndi vidual and famly counseling, client education, end-of-life
pl anni ng, substance abuse treatnent, crisis intervention and
ot her services; and

WHEREAS, Social workers are dedicated to inproving the
society in which we live; and

WHEREAS, Social workers are positive and conpassi onate
pr of essi onal s; and

WHEREAS, Soci al workers endeavor to nmake sure everyone has
access to the sane basic rights, protections and opportunities;
and

WHEREAS, Social workers hel p peopl e help thensel ves, whenever
and wherever they need it nost; and

WHEREAS, Social workers are often the driving force behind
i nportant social novenents in the United States and abroad; and

WHEREAS, According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the
need for social workers is expected to grow twi ce as fast as any
ot her occupation, especially in gerontol ogy, hone health care,
subst ance abuse, private social service agencies and school
soci al work; and

WHEREAS, Wth approximately 12% of social workers planning to

| eave the work force in the next two years and the increasing
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need for social work services, there will not be enough soci al
workers to nmeet the needs of their clients; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate March
2008 as "Professional Social Wrk Mnth" in Pennsylvania and
call upon all citizens to join with the National Association of

Soci al Workers, Pennsylvania Chapter, to celebrate and support
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social workers and the social work profession.
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