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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 582 %%

| NTRODUCED BY RAMALEY, READSHAW @G BBONS, CREI GHTON, JAMES,
Bl ANCUCCI, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, DALEY, FRANKEL, GERCELY,
GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HORNANVAN, KULA, MANN, Ml LHATTAN,
M O BRI EN, PETRONE, RUBLEY, SANTONI, SCAVELLO SCHRODER
SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SWANGER, THOVAS, WALKO, WANSACZ AND
YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 5, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
FEBRUARY 5, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Congress of the United States to take action on S.

1905 and H R 3487, along with conpanion legislation S. 2024

and H-R 1523, to coordinate and i nplenent a rotating

regi onal presidential primry system

VHEREAS, The el ection of the President and the Vice President
of the United States is anbng the nost inportant civic events in
whi ch voters participate; and

WHEREAS, The process | eading to the nom nation of candi dates
for President and Vice President of the United States should be
as open and participatory as possible; and

WHEREAS, An al arm ng nunber of states are rushing to nove
their 2008 presidential primary elections to an earlier date
whi ch, if successful, would result in the nost front-I| oaded
presidential nom nating calendar in our nation's history; and

WHEREAS, The inpact of this trend is that nost Anericans wl|

not have input into choosing their party's presidential nom nee
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and those that do will have inadequate tinme to nake an i nforned
deci si on about their vote; and

WHEREAS, A coordinated, orderly and defined presidential
primry el ectoral schedule would enhance voter participation,
strengthen the political process and protect the rights of al
states and their citizens; and

WHEREAS, To acconplish this goal, the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a shoul d participate in a rotating regional
presidential primary systemthat divides the country into four
regions, holds a rotating schedule of primary elections in
March, April, May and June, and gives each region an opportunity
to vote first every four elections; and

WHEREAS, G ven the historically inportant role snmaller states
have played in the presidential election process in terns of
retail politics, New Hanpshire and |Iowa should be allowed to
continue to conduct their primary or caucus prior to the
commencenent of the rotation schedul e; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a shoul d assunme a
| eadership role on this issue, just as it has done countl ess
ti mes throughout our nation's long history, and attenpt to
establish a presidential primary systemthat best protects the
voi ce of each state in the process; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a urge the Congress of the United
States to take action on S. 1905 and H R 3487, along with
conpanion legislation S. 2024 and H R 1523, to coordinate and
i npl enent a rotating regional presidential primary system and
be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each
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1 nmenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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