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| NTRODUCED BY J. EVANS, BELFANTI, BOYD, BRENNAN, COHEN, CONKLI N,
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REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 1, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the institutions in higher education that receive State
funding to recogni ze Anmerican Sign Language coursework for
foreign | anguage credit.

WHEREAS, The uni que social, cultural and linguistic heritage
of the hearing-inpaired community and its substanti al
contribution to the enrichnment and diversity of our society is
i mportant to this Conmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Over the past 20 years, a significant and grow ng
body of scientific inquiry of Anmerican Sign Language (ASL) has
been undertaken, with the result that ASL is now generally
recogni zed as a separate |anguage with its own grammar and
synt ax; and

WHEREAS, ASL is the third npbst conmuni cated | anguage in the
United States, other than English, and there is a significant

and growi ng need for sign |language interpreters and

transliterators; and
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WHEREAS, The | egislative bodies of 40 states have formally
recogni zed ASL as a foreign | anguage; and

WHEREAS, Learni ng and conmuni cating with ASL contributes to a
greater understanding of the social and cultural aspects of
hearing i npairnent, the pronotion of better comunication
bet ween those with hearing and the hearing inpaired and the
advancenent of the full inclusion and participation of people
who are deaf and other persons with disabling conditions in
every area of society; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
institutions in higher education that receive State funding to
recogni ze Anerican Sign Language coursework for foreign | anguage
credit; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives respectfully
request that the presidents of the institutions in higher
education that receive State funding confer and col |l aborate in
providing for the inclusion of American Sign Language anong the
forei gn | anguage courses approved for foreign |anguage credit at
their respective institutions, as well as to determ ne ways and
incentives in which institutions of higher education that
receive State funding are encouraged to accept successfully
conpl eted coursework in Anerican Sign Language for foreign
| anguage credit; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presidents of the institutions in higher education that

recei ve State funding.
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