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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 504 =55

| NTRODUCED BY CONKLIN, McCALL, M O BRIEN, GEORGE, WANSACZ,
BASTI AN, SAI NATO, RUBLEY, RCEBUCK, CALTAGQ RONE, MANN, FLECK,
FAI RCH LD, YOUNGBLOOD, ROAE, RElI CHLEY, BENNI NGHOFF, GALLOMY
MANTZ, MARKOSEK, BEAR, ROSS, BAKER, BI SHOP, SANTON,
M COZZI E, BARRAR, MGEEHAN, M LNE, G BBONS, HELM MAJOR,
WOINARGCSKI, FABRI ZI O BOBACK, EVERETT, MAHONEY, G NGRI CH,
READSHAW MUJUSTI O, WHEATLEY, SCHRODER, RAYMOND, NAI LOR,
D. EVANS, BOYD, ELLIS, BRENNAN, GODSHALL, MAHER, BROOKS
DALLY, MACKERETH, HENNESSEY, O NEILL, RAPP, CAUSER, LENTZ,
GRUCELA, BUXTON, CLYMER, CAPPELLI, CRUZ, HESS, SH MKUS,
THOMAS, JOSEPHS, HARPER, SURRA, WATSON, PARKER, KULA, STURLA,
PERRY, KING HANNA, K SM TH, PALLONE, HERSHEY, R TAYLOR
PETRI, R STEVENSON, HARHART, JAMES, SWANGER, TANGRETTI,
M KELLER, M SM TH, PICKETT, RAMALEY, KORTZ, PETRONE
SONNEY, SOLOBAY, PHILLIPS AND STABACK, NOVEMBER 13, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
NOVEMBER 13, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Honoring the |ife and extendi ng condol ences for the suprene
sacrifice of United States Navy Lieutenant M chael P. Mirphy,
a Navy SEAL who tragically lost his |ife in service to our
country in Kunar Province, Afghanistan, on June 28, 2005.
WHEREAS, United States Navy Lieutenant M chael Mirphy was the
bel oved son of Maureen and Dan Murphy, and brother of John
Mur phy; and
WHEREAS, Lt. Murphy, fondly referred to by friends and famly
as "Murph,"” was born on May 7, 1976, in Smthtown, New York, and
grew up in the town of Patchogue, New York, on Long Island; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Mirphy attended The Pennsyl vania State

Uni versity, where he was an exceptional all-around athlete and
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student, graduating with honors in 1998 with degrees in
political science and psychol ogy; and

WHEREAS, Fol | ow ng graduation, he was accepted to several |aw
school s, but instead changed course to attend SEAL nentoring
sessions at the United States Merchant Marine Acadenmy with his
sights on becom ng a Navy SEAL; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Murphy accepted an appointnent to the Navy's
O ficer Candi date School in Septenber 2000; and

WHEREAS, In early 2005 Lt. Miurphy was assigned to SEAL
Del i very Vehicle Team ONE as assistant officer-in-charge of ALFA
Pl at oon and depl oyed to Afghanistan in support of QOperation
Enduring Freedom and

WHEREAS, On June 28, 2005, Lt. Mirphy was the officer-in-
charge of a four-man SEAL el enment in support of Operation Red
Wng, tasked with finding a key anticoalition mlitia comander
near Asadabad, Afghani stan; and

WHEREAS, Shortly after entering the area, the SEALs were
spotted, and it is believed their |ocation was reported to eneny
Tal i ban forces; and

WHEREAS, A fierce gun battle ensued on the steep face of the
nmount ai n between the SEALs and a nuch | arger eneny force, and
despite the intensity of the firefight, Lt. Mirphy, suffering
grave gunshot wounds hinself, risked his own life to save the
l'ives of his nen; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Mirphy, intent on making radio contact with
headquarters to request reinforcenents, but realizing this would
be inpossible in the extreme terrain where they were fighting,
unhesitatingly and with conplete disregard for his own life
noved into the open, where he could gain a better position to

transmt a call to get help for his nmen; and
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WHEREAS, When Lt. Mirphy noved away fromthe protective
nmount ai n rocks, he made hinself extrenmely vul nerable to eneny
gunfire, and his deliberate and heroic act deprived himof cover
and made hima target for the eneny; and

WHEREAS, Wil e continuing to be fired upon, Lt. Mirphy nade
contact with the SOF Quick Reaction Force at Bagram Air Base and
request ed assistance, calmy providing his unit's |ocation and
the size of the eneny force while requesting i medi ate support
for his team and

WHEREAS, At one point, he was shot in the back, causing him
to drop the transmtter, but Lt. Mirphy picked it back up,
conpleted the call and continued firing at the eneny who was
closing in; and

WHEREAS, Severely wounded, Lt. Mirphy returned to his cover
position with his nen and continued the battle; and

WHEREAS, By his undaunted courage, intrepid fighting spirit
and inspirational devotion to his nen in the face of certain
death, Lt. Murphy was able to relay the position of his unit, an
act that ultimately led to the rescue of one of his nen and the
recovery of the remains of the three who were killed in the
battle; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Mirphy was awarded the United States Medal of
Honor, is the first recipient of the Medal of Honor for conbat
heroi smin Afghani stan in support of QOperation Enduring Freedom
and is the recipient of the first Medal of Honor awarded to a
sail or since the Vietnam Conflict; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Mirphy was al so awarded the Purple Heart, Conbat
Action Ri bbon, the Joint Service Commendati on Medal, the Navy
and Marine Corps Comrendati on Medal, the Afghani stan Canpaign

Ri bbon and the National Defense Service Mdal; therefore be it
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives honor the life

and extend condol ences for the suprene sacrifice of United

1
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3 States Navy Lieutenant M chael P. Mirphy, who died on June 28,

4 2005, in Kunar Province, Afghanistan, while courageously serving
5

his country.
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