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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Departnment of Health to require the reporting of

cases of hydrocephal us by health care professionals and

urging the departnment to transmt the collected data to the

Hydr ocephal us Association for its national database project.

VWHEREAS, The Di sease Prevention and Control Law of 1955
provi des the Secretary of Health with the authority to request
physi ci ans and individuals in charge of any institution for the
treatment of diseases to nmake reports of di seases and conditions
to enabl e the secretary to determ ne and enpl oy the nost
efficient and practical nmeans to protect and pronote the health
of the people through prevention and control; and

VWHEREAS, The Di sease Prevention and Control Law of 1955 al so
calls for the transm ssion of such reports to the Departnent of
Health or to |ocal boards or departnents of health as requested

by the secretary; and

WHEREAS, The regul ations currently provide for the reporting
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of di seases, infections and conditions, including the reporting
of congenital adrenal hyperplasia, gal actosem a, nmaple syrup
uri ne di sease, phenyl ketonuria, primary congenital
hypot hyroi di sm and sickle cell disease in newborns; and

WHEREAS, Hydrocephalus is either present at birth or is a
result of an injury or trauma to the brain; and

WHEREAS, The incidence and preval ence of hydrocephal us are
difficult to estimate, but it is approxinmated to affect one or
two in every 1,000 children and nore than 375, 000 ol der
Aneri cans; and

WHEREAS, The synptons of hydrocephal us incl ude progressive
ment al i npairment and dementia, problens with wal king and
i npai red bl adder control; and

WHEREAS, Hydrocephalus is often m sdi agnosed because its
synptons are simlar to other disorders, such as Al zheiner's
di sease, Parkinson's disease and Creutzfel dt-Jakob di sease; and

WHEREAS, O der Anericans affected with hydrocephal us are
often never properly treated; and

WHEREAS, Currently, there are no accepted statistics on the
i nci dence, treatnent protocols or |ong-term outcones of
hydr ocephal us because there is no existing national registry or
dat abase of people with hydrocephal us and cl osely associ at ed
di sorders; and

WHEREAS, It is the goal of the Hydrocephal us Association to
create a national registry that will enable the association to
coll ect, store and synthesize information on the diagnosis,
treatment and inci dence of hydrocephalus, as well as its
lifelong inpact on individuals; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the

Departnment of Health to participate in the effort to create a
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national registry by requiring the reporting of cases of
hydr ocephal us by health care practitioners, health care
facilities and persons other than health care practitioners and
t he special reporting of cases of hydrocephal us in newborns; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the departnment transmt the collected data to
t he Hydrocephal us Association for its national database project;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the departnment begin collecting this data

i mredi ately.
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