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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 401 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGERGELY, HARHAI, KOTI K, BELFANTI, BOBACK, BRENNAN
CAUSER, COSTA, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, ELLIS, GALLOWAY, GCEI ST,
GEORCE, d NGRI CH, GRUCELA, HELM HERSHEY, JAMES, KORTZ,
LEVDANSKY, MAHONEY, MCALL, M| LHATTAN, MENSCH, M LLARD
MOYER, M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PAYTON, RAMALEY, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, RGSS, SAINATO, SCAVELLO Sl PTROTH, SWANGER, VEREB,
VULAKOVI CH, SANTONI, BEYER, PAYNE, DALEY, CALTAG RONE,
ROHRER, MANN AND SURRA, SEPTEMBER 25, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 25, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Commenorating the 100th anniversary of the Darr Mne D saster, a
historic event in the history of the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vania that tragically cost the lives of nore than two

hundred coal miners at the Darr Mne |ocated in Rostraver,

Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Coal mning has a distinguished history in the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, with coal remaining a principal
product of this State; and

WHEREAS, In the annals of mning, coal mners bravely work
| ong hours in inherently dangerous conditions, daily risking
their lives; and

WHEREAS, On Decenber 19, 1907, an explosion occurred in the
Darr M ne in southwestern Pennsylvania, which tragically took
the lives of 239 nen and teenage boys; and

WHEREAS, This mning disaster is considered the worst in the

hi story of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania and the second wor st
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in the history of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Mbst of those killed in the gas and dust expl osion
in the dark tunnels of the Darr M ne were Hungari an- Aneri can
i mm grant | aborers; and

WHEREAS, These Hungari an- Anerican | aborers were anong the
count| ess nunber of hard-working inmgrants who cane to Anmerica
to seek a better |life for their famlies, but who died
prematurely due to hazardous unsafe working conditions; and

WHEREAS, In the year 1907, as nmany as 1,400 coal mners died
in mning incidents in the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; and

VWHEREAS, | n Decenber 1907, the deadliest nonth in United
States coal mning history, nore than 3,200 mners died in the
entire nation; and

WHEREAS, As a result of the Darr M ne expl osion, and because
of simlar tragedies, mne safety becane a public issue,
resulting in new |l aws, policies and procedures for the mning
i ndustry designed to better safeguard the |ives of those working
under ground; and

WHEREAS, G ven that deep mining remains an inherently
danger ous occupation, the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania' s Deep
M ne Safety programis regarded as a national nodel due to
advances i n know edge, equi prment and regul ati ons; and

WHEREAS, A nunber of Hungarian organi zations, along with the
| ocal comunity, are sponsoring a cerenony to commenorate the
tragi c event that took place one hundred years ago; and

WHEREAS, These organi zations include the Anmerican Hungari an
Federation; the Bethlen Conmunities, Ligonier, Pennsylvania; the
Calvin Synod of the United Church of Christ; the Hungarian
Ref ormed Church of Anerica; the Hungarian Reformed Federation of

Anerica and the WIIliam Penn Associ ation; and
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WHEREAS, The conmenoration cerenony i s schedul ed for
Sat urday, Septenber 29, 2007, at 11 o'clock a.m, in Van Meter,
Pennsyl vania, at the Aive Branch Baptist Church and nei ghboring
A ive Branch Cenetery, where 71 Darr mners, 49 of whom are
unknown, are buried in a conmon grave; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania join with the sponsors and al
Pennsyl vani ans in recogni zing the Darr Mne D saster as an
i nportant event in the history of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a and in honoring those who died by affirm ng that
the sacrifice of these nen and boys was not in vain; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a congratul ate the sponsors and
participants for their efforts in comenorating this event and
recogni ze the inmportant, historic role the Darr M ne Di saster
had in | eading to better worker safety |l aws in Pennsyl vania and
around the country; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives transmt a copy of this resolution to the
Ameri can Hungari an Federation at the National Press Buil ding,

No. 809, Washi ngton, DC 20045.
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