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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 347 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY O NEI LL, ADCLPH, BARRAR, BOYD, CALTAG RONE,
CLYMER, CREI GHTON, EVERETT, FABRIZI O FLECK, GEI ST, G NGRI CH
HUTCHI NSON, KI RKLAND, MAHONEY, R M LLER, M LNE, MOYER, MJRT,
RAPP, REI CHLEY, SAYLOR, S. H SM TH, STAIRS, SURRA, SWANGER
AND WATSON, JUNE 25, 2007
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Est abli shing a special bipartisan legislative task force to

exam ne the feasibility and costs associated with creating a

St at e- operat ed, Internet-based high school, to be known as

t he Pennsyl vania Virtual H gh School .

WHEREAS, Existing State prograns to provide for high school
reform and access to dual enrollnment and tutoring prograns are
limted in scope and accessibility by the Commonweal th's 501
public school districts; and

WHEREAS, AlI'l high school students in this Commonweal t h
deserve equal access to the benefits of high school reform
efforts and a greater variety of |earning opportunities; and

WHEREAS, A nunber of states, including Florida, Kentucky,
Texas, Ceorgia and West Virginia, already operate or are
pl anni ng state-sponsored virtual high schools as a cost-
effective way to deliver a diversity of high school prograns;

and

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Virtual H gh School could offer, in



a cost-efficient format, a range of |earning services,
i ncl udi ng:
(1) expanded curricular offerings, such as higher |evel
mat hemat i cs and sci ence cour ses;
(2) increased options for concurrent enrollnment in
hi gher educati on;
(3) sunmer enrichnent and tutoring prograns;
(4) increased instructional options for at-risk,
honebound and al ternative education students;
(5) expanded offerings for gifted and tal ented students;
and
(6) linkages between students and prospective enpl oyers,
i ncludi ng those offering internships and apprenti ceshi ps;
and
WHEREAS, Sone virtual |earning opportunities are already
avai lable in this Commonweal th, such as the Scranton Cty School
District's Alternative Virtual Education (SAVE) program and
prograns offered through bl endedschool s.net; therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish a bipartisan |egislative task force to exam ne the
feasibility and costs related to the establishnent of a State-
operated, Internet-based high school, to be known as the
Pennsyl vania Virtual H gh School, which would provide secondary
students throughout this Commonwealth with access to a wide
range of |earning services, including, at a mninmum
(1) expanded curricular offerings, such as higher-Ievel
mat hemati cs and sci ence courses, foreign |anguage courses and
Advanced Pl acenent cour ses;
(2) increased options for concurrent enrollnment in

hi gher educati on;
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(3) SAT preparation prograns;

(4) sunmer enrichnent and tutoring courses;

(5) increased instructional options for at-risk
students, honmebound and al ternative education students;

(6) expanded offerings for gifted and tal ented students;
and

(7) establishnent of |inkages between students and
prospective enpl oyers, including those offering high school
i nt ernshi ps and apprenticeshi ps;

and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force consist of the follow ng 29
menbers:

(1) The chairman and mnority chairman of the Education
Committee of the Senate and the chairman and mnority
chai rman of the Education Conmttee of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(2) Two nenbers of the Senate, one each to be chosen by
the President pro tenpore and the Mnority Leader of the
Senat e.

(3) Two nenbers of the House of Representatives, one
each to be chosen by the Majority Leader and Mnority Leader
of the House of Representatives.

(4) The Secretary of Education or a designee.

(5) The chairperson of the State Board of Education or a
desi gnee who shall be a nenber of the State Board of
Educati on.

(6) The Chancellor of the State System of Hi gher
Educati on or a desi gnee.

(7) The presidents of each of the Commonwealth's four

State-related universities or their designees.
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1 (8) The president of the Pennsylvania Conm ssion on

2 Community Col | eges or a desi gnee.

3 (9) The president of the Pennsylvani a Associ ati on of

4 I ndependent Col | eges and Universities or a designee.

5 (10) The president of the Pennsylvania Association of
6 School Adm nistrators or a designee.

7 (11) The president of the Pennsylvania Association of
8 El ementary and Secondary School Principals or a designee.

9 (12) The president of the Pennsylvania Association of
10 Intermediate Units or a designee.

11 (13) The president of the Pennsylvania Association of
12 Rural and Small Schools or a designee.

13 (14) The president of the Pennsylvania League of Urban
14 School s or a desi gnee.

15 (15) The president of the Pennsylvani a Federation of
16 Teachers or a desi gnee.

17 (16) The president of the Pennsylvania State Education
18 Associ ation or a designee.

19 (17) The president of the Pennsylvania School Boards
20 Associ ation or a designee.
21 (18) The president of the Pennsylvania PTA or a
22 desi gnee.
23 (19) The president of the Pennsylvania Chanber of
24 Busi ness and I ndustry or a designee.
25 (20) Two representatives of Pennsylvania s broadband
26 cabl e industry, one of whom shall be selected by the
27 President pro tenpore of the Senate and one of whom shall be
28 sel ected by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
29 and be it further
30 RESCLVED, That nenbers be appointed within 30 days of the
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adoption of this resolution and that names be furnished to the
chai rman and mnority chai rman of the Education Commttee of the
Senate and the chairman and mnority chairman of the Education
Committee of the House of Representatives; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Majority Chairman and M nority Chairnman of
t he Education Commttee of the Senate and the Majority Chairman
and M nority Chairman of the Education Commttee of the House
jointly call the initial nmeeting of the task force, at which
neeting the nmenbers shall elect a chairperson fromits
menber ship; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the first nmeeting of the task force be
convened no | ater than 60 days after adoption of this
resol ution; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force be authorized to hold hearings,
take testinony and nake its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary in this Commonweal th; and be it further
RESCLVED, That in undertaking this investigation, the task
force have the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) to neet with all segnents of the basic and higher
education communities, representatives of this Conmonwealth's
busi ness and | abor communities and Internet service providers
operating within this Coormonwealth to discuss their potenti al
i nvol venent in the operation of a State-sponsored virtual
hi gh school program

(2) to neet with current operators of Internet-based
educational prograns operating within this Conmonweal t h,

i ncludi ng those operated by school districts, internediate
units and bl ended school prograns;

(3) to review State-operated virtual high schoo

prograns already in operation throughout the United States;
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1 and

2 (4) to evaluate and make recomendati ons on the

3 fol | ow ng:

4 (i) An agency or institution to be responsible for
5 adm ni stration of the school and oversi ght of day-to-day
6 oper at i ons.

7 (i1i) Courses to be offered, including how they wll
8 be determ ned and assessed.

9 (iti1) Faculty, including salaries, certification

10 trai ning, professional devel opnent and eval uati on.

11 (iv) Policies for awarding credits.

12 (v) Assuring maxi mum accessibility to high schoo

13 students in all geographic | ocations.

14 (vi) Student enrollnent, verification of attendance
15 and performance assessnent.

16 (vii) Program accountability.

17 (viii) Methods for funding, including cost

18 esti mat es.

19 (ix) Internet filtering, blocking and other security
20 i ssues.
21 (x) Intellectual property issues such as patents,
22 copyrights and trademarKks.
23 (xi) Adaptation and accessibility for students with
24 disabilities.
25 (xi1) Such other issues as it deens appropriate;
26 and be it further
27 RESCLVED, That the task force report to the General Assenbly
28 on its activities and findings and make recomendati ons no | ater
29 than April 1, 2008; and be it further
30 RESCLVED, That staff for the task force be made avail abl e by

20070H0347R2061 - 6 -



1 the Education Conmittee of the Senate and the Education

2 Conmittee of the House of Representatives; and be it further

3 RESCLVED, That nenbers of the task force serve w thout

4 conpensation but be reinbursed for all necessary and act ual

5 expenses incurred in the performance of their duties; and be it
6 further

7 RESCLVED, That the actual expenses incurred by the task force
8 and staff be equally divided between the Senate and the House of
9 Representatives and be paid from appropriate accounts under the
10 control of the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Cerk of
11 the House of Representatives; and be it further
12 RESCLVED, That, within 30 days after the task force has made
13 its report, the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief O erk of
14 the House of Representatives cause a record of all expenses
15 incurred by the nenbers of the task force which are payabl e by
16 the Commonwealth to be made publicly avail abl e.
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