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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the econom ¢ and public safety virtues of
expungenent of specific crimnal convictions.

WHEREAS, Many i ndividual s who have nade bad decisions in
their pasts and who have paid their debts to society are still
not given a fair chance with their futures; and

WHEREAS, Legislation is necessary to allow for expungenent of
specific crimnal convictions after a certain period of tinmng;
and

WHEREAS, W thout the possibility of expungenment, individuals
with crimnal histories are dooned to a life of nenial
enpl oynment, governnent dependency or recidivism and

WHEREAS, Expungenent as a | egal renmedy offers hope to those
wi t hout access to decent enploynent; and

WHEREAS, This hope gives incentive for rehabilitation and for
becom ng a productive nenber of society nmaking positive economc
and social contributions; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this Commpnweal th are burdened with



1 supporting individuals with crimnal records through

2 unenpl oynment benefits; and

3 WHEREAS, Expungenent will alleviate this unfair burden and
4 elimnate certain individuals' dependency on governnent

5 benefits; and

6 WHEREAS, Failure to use expungenent as a tool to enhance

7 economc efficiency nakes a segnent of our popul ation

8 unenpl oyabl e; and

9 WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th subsi di zes this sane segnent in the
10 welfare and prison systens; and

11 WHEREAS, The average cost of incarcerating a prisoner is

12 $22,650 per year; and

13 WHEREAS, Significant portions of State budgets are now

14 invested in the crimnal justice system and

15 WHEREAS, W have the opportunity to save noney and cut down
16 on recidivismby allowing an individual to fully reintegrate
17 into society; and

18 WHEREAS, Many peopl e have bettered their lives by attending
19 and graduating fromcoll eges and universities throughout this
20 Conmmonweal t h; and
21 WHEREAS, They have al so acquired marketable skills only to
22 find out they cannot receive gai nful enpl oynent because of their
23 crimnal histories; and
24 WHEREAS, Expungenent of specific crimnal offenses wll
25 reduce recidivism thereby increasing overall public safety in
26 this Commonweal th; and
27 VWHEREAS, Urban and rural areas of this Commonweal th can
28 benefit fromallow ng people to clearly display a positive
29 change in their lives and sufficiently provide for thensel ves

30 and their famlies through expungenent of specific crimnal
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convi ctions; and

WHEREAS, Expungenent will enable certain first-time offenders
to seek and find enploynent, and will reduce the anount of tax
dol l ars spent on welfare, thus creating a Pennsylvania which is
nore desirable for its residents; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th pays a price when citizens cannot
find work and nove forward with their lives; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
econonmi ¢ and public safety virtues of expungenent of specific

crimnal convictions.
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