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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 207 %5

| NTRODUCED BY D. O BRI EN, BAKER, BEYER, Bl SHOP, BOBACK, BOYD,
CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, COHEN, COX, CREI GHTON, CUTLER,
DENLI NGER, DePASQUALE, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI, EACHUS, J. EVANS,
FAI RCH LD, FRANKEL, GALLOWAY, GEI ST, G BBONS, G LLESPIE,
G NG&RI CH, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HELM HERSHEY, HESS, H CKERNELL
HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, KENNEY, KOTIK, KULA, MAJOR, MANN, MNANTZ,
MARKOSEK, M GEEHAN, MOUL, MOYER, MJURT, MJSTI O, NAILOR,
M O BRIEN, O NEILL, PALLONE, PAYNE, QUI GLEY, RAPP, ROHRER
RCSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SEIP, SIPTROTH, SONNEY,
STERN, SURRA, R TAYLOR, THOVAS, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH AND
WATSON, APRIL 13, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 13, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zing the nmonth of March 2007 as "National Mental
Ret ardati on Awar eness Month" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Mental retardation is a particular state of
functioning that may be genetic, neurological or the result of a
traumatic |life event; and

WHEREAS, Mental retardation is characterized by limtations
inintelligence and adaptive skills; and

WHEREAS, Mental retardation is not nental illness; and

WHEREAS, There are no known nedical, social or educational
interventions that can cure nental retardation, although each
service can and does dramatically inprove skills and adaptive
functioni ng; and

WHEREAS, People with nmental retardation deserve and require
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Iifelong supports and services; and

WHEREAS, The term "nental retardation” is comonly referred
to as "intellectual disability" by many advocates, self-
advocat es and professionals; and

WHEREAS, The United States Suprenme Court, in its O nstead
decision, affirmed the right of individuals with disabilities,
i ncluding nmental retardation and ot her devel opnent al
disabilities, to receive conmunity-based services as an
alternative to institutional care; and

WHEREAS, Al nost 46, 000 Pennsyl vani ans recei ved nent al
retardation services and supports this past year; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than 50, 000 children, including significant
nunbers of children who have nental retardation, received early
i ntervention services, and an additional 22,000 persons wth
mental retardation continue to wait for services; and

WHEREAS, These services and supports ensure that all citizens
of Pennsyl vani a who have nental retardation have the opportunity
to participate in the range of life experiences we all enjoy in
our homes and conmunities: inclusion in schools, neighborhoods,
busi nesses and pl aces of worship; and

WHEREAS, Public awareness and education inprove the
communi ty's understandi ng of nmental retardation and the services
and supports needed to neet the specific needs and abilities of
people with nental retardation; and

WHEREAS, The nonth of March has been designated as "Nati onal
Ment al Retardati on Awareness Month"; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives acknow edge the
i nportant role of public awareness and education in inproving
the lives of persons with nental retardation and recognize the

mont h of March 2007 as "Nati onal Mental Retardation Awareness
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Mont h" in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives express
appreciation to all those Pennsyl vani ans who conduct ed speci al
outreach, education and services during the nonth of March and
hereby urge the citizens of this Commonwealth to give year-round
support to efforts which enable people with nental retardation

to live full and productive lives of inclusion in our
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communi ti es.

DOL82JS/ 20070H0207R1250 - 3 -



