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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Tourism and Recreational Devel opnent Commttee to
study, evaluate and make recommendati ons regardi ng the
establ i shment of overnight facilities and associ ated
aneniti es on Commonweal t h-owned | ands.

WHEREAS, Tourismis this Comonweal th's nunber two industry,
supporting nearly 600,000 jobs and generating nore than $25
billion per year in direct and indirect travel er spending; and

WHEREAS, A | arge percentage of this job creation and travel er
spendi ng has been centered in urban and suburban regions of this
Commonweal th to the exclusion of rural comrunities, many of
whi ch possess abundant natural resources, including forest |ands
and State parks; and

WHEREAS, Thirty-seven mllion travelers visit this
Commonweal th's State parks annually, providing the potential for
significant job creation and mllions of dollars in new rural
spendi ng; and

WHEREAS, Many of the current visitors to the State parks and
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forests are not canping or tenting enthusiasts; and

WHEREAS, Many of our rural comunities are unable to benefit
significantly fromthese Commonweal t h- owned properties due to a
| ack of lodging and other facilities necessary for overnight
stays; and

WHEREAS, As a direct result of this lack of infrastructure,
nost visitors to Pennsylvania's State parks are day-trippers, a
fact which significantly | essens the econom c inpact of these
travel ers on | ocal econom es; and

WHEREAS, Studies have indicated that a | arge percentage of
park visitors would stay overnight if provided the opportunity;
and

WHEREAS, This is especially true of senior citizens,
individuals with disabilities, urban residents and worKking
coupl es; and

WHEREAS, Many of our bordering states and the Federal
Gover nment have recogni zed the potential for economc
devel opnent and job creation by creating such facilities and
have permtted |imted devel opnment of certain state and nati onal
parks; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Touri sm and Recreational Devel opnent Committee to study,
eval uate and make recommendati ons regardi ng the establishnment of
overnight facilities and associ ated anenities on Commonweal t h-
owned | ands and the inpact of the sane on tourismand the
econony; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the conmttee review the current status of
devel opnment in and around State park and forest |and and the
econoni ¢ i npact such devel opnment may or may not cause; and be it

further
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RESCLVED, That the committee study areas in proximty to
State parks and forests and make recomendati ons as to whet her
any need for future devel opnent of overnight hospitality
facilities can best be accommpbdated by private devel opnent
offsite or onsite and that the study include other states which
have prograns to prohibit, restrict, Iimt or permt private
devel opnent of park and forest |ands; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may conduct studies, hold
heari ngs and take testinony at such places as the commttee
deens necessary and that each nmenber of the commttee shall have
power to adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to w tnesses
appearing before the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the expenses incurred by the conmttee in
carrying out its responsibilities, including, but not limted
to, per diemand travel expenses incurred by the nmenbers and
regul ar staff, stenographic charges and other i ncidental
expenses, be paid from appropriate accounts under control of the
Chief Cerk; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Tourism and Recreational Devel opnment
Committee nake a report to the House of Representatives on its
activities, findings and recommendati ons on or before Cctober 1,
2008, and issue interimreports to the House of Representatives

as the commttee deens necessary.
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